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OUR ANNUAL REVIEW. 


Another year has passed, during which time we have regularly 
appeared before our patrons on the 20th of each month, with what 
success we leave our readers to determine, but still we flatter our- 
selves that our efforts have not been without success, and if a steady 
increase of patronage can be taken as a mark of merit, we have 
every reason to be thankful, even now that we have doubled the 
subscription to the present volume, we find that fifty per cent. of 
our readers have already re-subscribed together with over one 
hundred new ones. 

In looking through the second volume we find that we have filled 
148 pages with interesting reading matter, an increase of 64 pages 
over the first volume. 

Our illustrations have been numerous and well executed, among 
a variety of valuable articles may be mentioned, the papers on the 
‘Brattleboro,’ ‘St. Louis,” “Carriers”? and ‘‘ British Guiana ’”’ 
stamps, together with tne exposure of the Paraguayan fraud, and the 
many excellent articles by ‘‘ Cosmopolitan,’’ also an article on re- 
venue stamp collecting by Mr. Rice, an article that has been of 
the utmost service to hundreds of collectors. 

But while we are penning this ‘:self-laudatory”’ article, which this 
time has not the advantage of being ‘‘unique,’’ we havea few words of 
complaint against our readers During the past year the paper has 
been regularly read by (at least they have subscribed for it,) per- 
sons in all classes of Society, clergymen, professors, State and 
United States senators, congressmen, lawyers, &c., residiug in all 
parts of the country, and yet we have scarcely had any he Ip from 
them. It cannot be possible, but that some of these gentlemen are 
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in possession of the facts that would be agreat addition to our stock 
of knowledge of some of our provisional issues or local stamps. We 
hope our readers will iranlhes this, and whenever they see any 
erroneous statement, or anything left out of an article that should 
have been complete, to write to us and give us what they know 
about the subject. ‘‘Our paper’’ compares worse in this respect 
than any other, with the European Magazines, we scarcely take up 
any number of our English contemporaries that does not contain six 
communications from its readers. 

During the coming year we wish particularly to give to our readers 
the full history of ali the United States stamps, inciuding Provisional 
issues, carriers stamps, local and Confederate locals. We are con- 
vinced that not one tenth part of these latter are known. We will 
pay good prices for any articles or information on these subjects, and 
will travel to any part of the country to obtain information; will 
our readers give us the name of any one that they may think likely 
to be in the possession of any official documents or information ¢ 

We hope our remarks may have the desired effect, and that we 
may greet our readers and contemporaries for many years to come 
with a Happy NEw YEAR. 





Our Exchange Table. 


For over two years we have read nearly every paper published 
concerning our favorite study, and during that time have noticed 
many slight errors in the pages of our contemporaries, which in 
most cases we could have corrected, but did not deem them worth 
the space it would have taken to give an article on the subject. We 
have also noticed many scraps of valuable information that for 
similar reasons have not been published. But we think by giving 
a continuation of this article every month, that it will be the means 
of saving a large amount of useful information that would other- 
wise be lost. One of our most valued exchanges commenced such 
an article eighteen months ago, and we think it has done more good 
than all its other articles combined. Containing as it does the cream 
of all the papers, we should have followed their example at once, 
but we were of tender age, scarcely old enough for our opinions to 


have sufficient weight, but now that we are commencing our third year 


we think that evenif we have not learned more, we have had at least 
more experience, be this as it may, we consider that our opinion on 
the topics of the day will at least lead to discussions, and thereby 
bring out the truth, 

So we shall hereafter give a summary of the contents of all our ex- 
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changes in these columns, extracting any articles that are worth re- 
producing, aud igh om ting any errors that our friends may fall into. 
So, dear reader, fancy you see the editor clearing his table of the 
accumulated pamphlets, of the year 1869, wiping his spectacles, and 
after wishing all his readers a happy new year, comfortably seat- 
ing himself in his easy chair, waiting the ae Raver of the post- 
man with his first exchange. Ah? here he is, he brings 


The Continental Philatelic Magazine.—Number 7, and it com- 
mences a new series. There is certainly a great improvement in the 
title page, but the body of the work is muc th the same as heretofore. 
We find four pages taken up with a rambling onslaught on C. A. 
Lyford, and Boston generally, but we cannot see the justice or utility 
of stigmatising an entire city because there happens to be a boy in 
it who sells counterfeit stamps. This is followed by an illustrated 
description of novelties, and the number closes with an article on 
the Egyptian official stamps. 


The American Stamp Mercury and Numismatist. Like our 
Dutch contemporary it indulges in about five pages of review, to give 
their opinion of our Philadelphia friends. It seems as if we 
are to havea repetition of the wars of 1868 in the Philatelic world. In 
their usual article on ‘‘ newly issued stamps, we note they continue 
to chronicle the St. Domingo stamps as Hayti. 


Der Bazar fur Briefmarken Sammler.—Number 5 of this paper 
is at hand, and isa great improvement over the third number, the 
eee being much better. In fact we notice a steady improvement 
rom the commencement, except numbers 1 and 4, which we have not 
had the pleasure of examining, and should be pleased to receive them 
to seadlihe oar set. Our German assistant being absent we are una- 
ble to say much about the contents, but note that they have reprint- 
ed some of our publishers advertisements amongst which will be 
found our advertising terms, without giving the name of the paper; 
we think our Heidelberg friends are as ignorant of English as we 
are of German. 

Mason's Coin and Stamp Collector's Magazine.—Commences 
its fourth volume with some excellent articles on coins ; but we have 
one great objection to coins, and that is they are too greedy, and we 
notice in all publications that are devoted to coins and stamps, that 
the former always take the lions share. 


Le Timbrophile.—We quote the following from the November 
number of the above paper: 


“There is in circulation at the present moment an envelope printed on smal; laid, yellow 
paper, having on the flap a broken, oval, garter, filled in with a square lozenge. 








' 
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The envelope bears in the left upper corner a two Candereen Shanghai Stamp of the first 
emission printed in blue. This envelope was presented to us by an amateur, but was laid 
aside, as we did not wish to describe without absolute proof of its authenticity. Studying 
it earefully we finished by discovering its exact resemblance to the engraving published in 
No. 140f Le Timbrophile, page 110, 1865 ; but somewhat different as having a greater number 
of characters. Now the wood cut that we published in 1865 was stereotyped by the employes 
of Messrs. Moens, Maury, and probably some of the English Editors. We do not accuse 
these gentlemen, but would be glad to discover the name of the manufacturers. It may be 
remarked, that the stamp is blue, the proper color of the one Candereen, the two Candereen 
always being black.” 


Mr. Mahe’s article is a little obscure ; but he means to say tl e:e 
stamps are not genuine. Information received from a creditable 
source asserts, that envelopes for the Shanghai Local Post have 
never been issued. 


The Stamp Collectors’ Magazine commences its eighth volume with 
the present number, and gives its usual list of stampsissued during 
the past year, that is only the ‘* well authenticated ones ;’ but we 
notice a 4 reals red on white, Mexico. It is surprising that after 
editing a paper for seven years, that they could be taken in by this 
impostor. Is it simply a changling, and we have no doubts but that 
the manufacturer will continue to supply the demand, ifany. They 
do us the honor of reproducing our article on ‘* How our new _post- 
age stamps are made,”’ which has also been reprinted by our Phila- 
delphia contemporary. 

We find an interesting piece of information, which we take the 
liberty of transfering to our pages, speaking of the Russian Locals, 
it says: 


“Russia being such a large country, and but thinly populated, there are many villages, 
which lie at a distance of 30 and even 50 miles from the nearest post town ; it is, therefore, 
very difficult for the inhabitants of these villages to receive or pust their letters, and in 
consequence it has been found convenient, by the local authorities, to issue postage stamys 
for the pre-payment of the transport of letters to and from the post town by spccial carriers. 
1 believe if this arrangement pays, and is found useful, the administration will issue similar 
stamps for all the districts of the different counties, or governments, as they are called. It 
Iam not mistaken, the same use is made of the Wenden stamps, as I saw one the other day 
on a letter from a village near Wenden, along with a 10 kop. Russian adhesive. 

These local emissions may then be termed supplemental or subpostage stamps, covering 
as they do the carriage over tracts of country which are at best but irregulary served by 
the central administration. They will form a most interesting addition to our albums, and 
bearing as most them, no doubt will, the arms of their distriet, they will largely increase 
eur stock of heraldic information.” 


The Philatelist.—This ever welcome Exchange comes to hand at 
last, just seven days behind hand this time. The most noteworthy 
article this month is the commencement of a paper on ‘The 
Envelopes of Germany.’ The fo&é ensemble is considerably im- 
proved in the present volume by making the pages in single column, 
and the addition of old style capitals. 
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On the Provisional Issues of the United State. 


It is surprising how little really is known, even in our own 
b, country, concerning these stamps, and although we are sorry to 

say that we shall not be able to give all the information we could 
wish in this paper, still we have a few new facts to communicate 
which tozther with a descriptive list of each variety will be a great 
help to most of our readers, and perhaps induce others to add their 
mite to the general fund of knowledge on the subject. 

But before we commence to describe the authentic emissions, we 
will turn our attention to a pair of interlopers that have been ad- 
mitted into most of our albums and descriptive lists. We refer to 
those said to have been issued by 


NEW ORLEANS. 


The design consists of numeral of value in circle, surrounded by 
PAID-CENTS, which is also encircled by NEW ORLEANS POST OFFICE, 
J. L. Riddle above and below. 


2 cents red: 5 cents brown. 





, These well known Confederate stamps were first catalogued with 

the provisional issue of the U. S. by F. H. King in his Stamp 
Collectors Hand Book, published in 1867, and have since been quoted 
as such by the majority of writers. On page 17 of the above work 
will be found tie following item. ‘*‘ The New Orleans stamps are 
noticeable from the fact that although originally made in 1846 and 
used for a short time there, they were, upon the breaking out of the 
Rebellion resuscitated, and reprinted to do duty with the stamps 
of Mobile, Memphis, Baton Route, and other provisional 
stamps of the Confederacy.’’ The utter falsity of the above state- 
ment is easily shown by the fact that Mr. Riddell was not appointed 
postmaster of New Orleans before the 16th August 1860, and it is not 
to be supposed that Mr. A. G. Penn, who was postmaster from the 
19th December. 1843 to 18th April 1849, had Mr. Riddle’s name 
engraved on stamps that he issued. Nor do we believe, although 

1 it is barely possible, that the stamps were originally issued with 

; Mr. Penn’s name on, and that Mr. Riddle substituted his own name 

; inits place. Be this as it may, we have never seen or heard of such 

a stamp, although we have made special inquiries of persons who 

j would be likely to know. 

BRATTLEBORO. 

F.N.P. in octagon BRATTLEBORO above, value below, P.O. to the right 

and left of octagon. 
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5 cent black on buff. 


The plate was engraved by T. Chubbock of Brattleboro for F. N. 
Palmer the Postmaster, and is now lost or destroyed. They were 
issued about 1846, and was probably the first official postage stamp 
issued in the U. 8.; only about 500 were printed, and are now 
amongst the scarcest stamps known. 

NEW YORK. 

Head of Washington to the left in oval, post OFFICE above FIVE 
CENTS below, NEW YORK in upper corners. 

5 cents black on white. 

The plate was engraved by Messrs Rawdon, Wright and Hatch, 
of New York about the year 1846, and is now in the possession of 
the American Bank Note Co. Used specimens of this stamp are com- 
paratively common ; they have been reprinted in a variety of color. 

ST. LOUIS. 


These stamps have probably attained more notoriety than any of 
the series. They were first noticed by the Stamp Collector’ s Magazine 
in 1863, and again in 1687, but the editor remarks that ‘‘ unfortu- 
nately he has never been able to get even a glance at one.” Abouta 
year after, the same paper gives engravings of two varieties, the 5 
and 10 cent age which were taken from another paper, but still 
without being ab 
their scarcity. They were first noticed in Le Timbrophile in the 
same year, and a few months afterwards appeared a letter in the 
same paper denying their authenticity, but the writer after filling 
up a page or so with his opinions, and experience proves, but one 
thing, and that is, that he is totally unacquainted with geography 
and English, as he supposes that they were used asa ‘‘ trade mark 
or advertisement.”’ 

In the September number of the Slamp Collector's Magazine we 
find it stated that a member of the New York Philatelic Society had 
sent the editor a specimen of the 10 cent stamp for his inspection, 
and also a letter from a gentleman in St. Louis, which gives some 
valuable information, which strange to say has been entirely over- 
looked. He states the engraver ‘‘ prepared two plates each, con- 
taining siz stamps,”’ fram which we should infer that there were 
six varieties of each, bukafter years of labor and search, we have 
been unable to discover Nore than three varieties of each stamp, 
and so conclude, that the s¢gond plate was merely a transfer of the 
first, which contained three 5 vent and three 10 cent stamps each 
engraved separately. 





To Mr. L. W. Dursry belongs the honor of discovering the 


e to see one himself, which will give some idea of 
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second die of 10 cent, while Mr. PEMBERTON first noticed the variety 
of the 5 cent, and after careful study, and examining a number of 
specimens have discovered another die of each. 

For the benefit of our younger readers we will give a description 
of the design, which consists of the Arms of Missouri, surmounted 
with the numeral of value, st. LouIs above, PoST OFFICE below. 
The variety in the 5 cent consists of the following differences which 
are quite sufficient to distinguish them by, although in comparison 
many minor variations can easily be discerned. 


Die A. Die B. Die C. 

1. The buckle (to garter 1. The buckle points dows 1. Same as Die B 
in centre) turns down to the| to the right side. 
left side, 

2. Corner ornament over 2. Ten strokes over Lovis 2. Seventeen strokes 
Louis formed of eight over LOUIS, 
strokes 

8. Bear in shield o1 3 Same as Die A. 3. Bear standing on 
ground of vertical lines, ground of horizontal lines 


with vertical lines above. 


The distinguishing marks of the three dies of the 10 cent may 
be set down as follows : 


Die A. Die B. Die C. 
Three dashes under Six dashes under Eighteen dashes and dots 
POST OFFICE, POST OFFICE under POST OFFICE. 


But the greatest discovery we have to lay before our readers 
consists in the finding another value namely, a 20 cent stamp. The 
first time we saw it we had but a slight look at it and thought it 
was a counterfeit, afterwards on closer examination we came to the 
conclusion that it had been altered from a 5 cent stamp, the 5 hav- 
ing been scratched out and a 20 put in by hand, it being formed so 
badly, but after soaking it off the paper, and holding it up to the 
light, we could find no difference in the thickness of the paper. We, 
however, would not have pronounced it genuine on that specimen, 
but the same party having two more specimens, we compared them 
carefully, and find that two of them are exactly alike, and have 
evidently been altered from the original plate, (die C,) on the other 
the figure 20 is slightly different, and is altered from (die B.) From 
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slight marks found on them we are of opinion that the original dies 
of the 5 cent stamp was altered to 20, or at least two of them. 


PROVIDENCE, | 


Oblong inclosing oval inscribed Post Orricr, ProvipeNcr, R. I. 

Five cents black on white ; 10 cents black on white. 

They were engraved by Mr. Hidden, who has once engraved a 
pretty good counterfeit of the same. The original plate is now in 
the State Treasury in Providence. <A peculiarity concerning this 
stamp is, that the sheet contained eleven varieties of the 5 cent 
stamp, and in the lower right hand corner was a 10 cent stamp. 


Newly Issued Stamps. 


Our batch of novelties is unusually large this month. We have 
to note several entire new sets, besides giving additional informa- 
tion concerning stamps already noted. We commence with 

ANTIOQUIA.—In the June number of the Journal we noted the 
emission of a'set of stamps for this State, and are now enabled to 





























give the designs. It will be noticed by the annexed engravings 
that the designs are very similar to the stamps of New Granada, of 
~which Antioquia isa State. We are at a loss to ac- 
count for their issue, as their high values excludes 
the idea, that they are intended for local or State post- 
age stamps. Our engravings give the values, so that 
it only remains to give the colors, which are blue, 
green, lilac, brown and carmine, in the same order 
Keupgaaey) as the cuts appear. 











4 


Vicrorta.—We have lately seen the green one penny issue, 

rinted on a newspaper wrapper, but are unable to state how long 
it has been in use. 

Sr. Vincent.—This island makes another addition to its stock of 
stamps, on the page allotted toin ouralbums. The new comer is of 
the samc type asthe one it superceeds, and its bright color has a 
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most pleasing effect amongst its more dingy brethern. The color 
and value is 4 paren, orange. f 

BeL_cium.—We are now enabled to give engravings of the new 
stamps for this country that were decribed last month. We also 


= 
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annex a cut of the essay that was prepared todo duty with the last 
series ; but the entire batch were superceeded before this interesting 
embryo saw the light in an official form. We understand that an 
8 cent mye of similar design was engraved at the same time. 

Spain.—We understand from The Philatelist that the annexed 
design which was formerly impressed in black and used as a 
seal, is now printed in blue, and used in place of 
the well-known cCoRREO SENADO, the die of which 
was accidentally broken. Notwithstanding the re- 
volution, Spain makes its usual changes at this 
season of the year, and this time we think there 
jis a great improvement over any previous issue of 
this country. The design consists of the head of the 
goddess of liberty, or a female figure representing 
Spain, and is the same as the annexed representation 
of the new issue for Cuba, with the exception of 
he word COMUNICACIONES being substituted for correos, the differ- 
ence of the monetary value, and the date being omitted. The head 
although not beautifal,is bold looking, and has a very pleasing as- 
pect, and if the tints are well chosen, will make an elegant addition 
to our collections, 

The values are as follows: 1, 2, 10, 25, 50, 100, 200, and 400 mil- 
lesimas d’eseudo, 1 escudo 600 mill, 2 escudo and 12, and 19 
cuartos. We have only seen one value, the 200 m. d’escudo, the 
color of which is pale chocolate. 

Cusa.—The annexed cut represents the type employ- 
ed for the new issues of Spain and Cuba, although, of 
course, not at all like it, they call to our minds the 
2 cents, 1863, Uuited States stamp or the set of Sicily. 

The values are as follows: but we have not been 
able to ascertain the colors at present, 5, 10, 20 and FZ 
40 centesimos. ;, 
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Dutcu Inpies.—The solitary stamp that for six years has been 
found sufficient for the wants of the Dutch colonies, is now super- 
ceeded by a quartette of the annexed type. After 
atl Bat | . . ; . 3 
; Goer: this there is hope for Malta. The design is evidently 

Bye) taken from the current stamps of the mother country, 












» 4d : but the head is turned to the right. The colors and 
ieee) values are as follows: 

Bit, Se 5 cents green 20, ultamarine. 

Wet NT rd 10 ** = bistre 50, carmine. 
on 





New Granapba .-This already fruitful country 
still continues to make additions to its stock of post- 
als. Its last efforts in this line being of the annexed 
design, the color is the same as its predecessor of 
of the same value—blue. It would seem as our Bath 
contemporary’s remarks: That the Granadian au- 
thorities are departing from their usual plan of is- 
suing an entire set at one time, and are now bring- { con 
ing out one value after another, as its predecessor of a like value 
is exhansted. 














Mexico.—Most of our readers remember the beautifully engraved 
set of stamps that was prepared for this country by the American 
Bank Note Company in 1864, and although some have actually 
been issued, still they are very scarce--cancelled. It appears from 
reliable authority that the stamps were duly prepared according to 
the contract, and a portion of them furnished to the Juarez govern- 
ment; butat that time they could or would not raise the money 
to pay for them, so the company held on to their stamps. But 
times have got better with the Mexican rulers, and they have now 

aid the contract price, and the stamps have been forwarded to 
che and will be issued as soon as the stock on hand of the cur- 
rent issue have been exhausted. 


Natat.—There will in all probability be a new set of stamps 
issued for this colony. The reason given being, that they have not 
the word PosTAGE on them, and are so taken for revenue stamps, 
until the new issue makes its appearance, the four values in present 
use have the woid POSTAGE piinted across their face in Roman 
letters. 


IraLty.—A new series of stamps are in preparation for this country, 
and will be issued as soon as possible. The values are as follows : 
1, 2, 5, 10, 30, 40, 50, 60 centimes, and 1 lire. The colors are as yet 
unknown, and we are not acquainted with the design, 
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Correspondence. 
To the Editor of the American Journal of PHtLATELy: 

My attention has just been brought to a paragraph in the October number of the Journal, 
were under the head “Poetry of Philately,” in quoting the “ The Paint of the Postage 
Stamp,” (page 120.)—you say: ‘‘ The following lines, written by George Arnold, first ap- 
peared in Mason’s Coin and Stamp Collector's Magazine, and have been extensively copied, 
both at home and abroad.” 

The real facts of the case are as follows:—The lines in question were first printed 
(anonymously) in the comic paper called Vanity Fuir, August 23, 1862, (No. 139, volume 6, 
page 87), when packages of stamps were actually circulating ascurrency. Coming so pat to 
the occasion, the “ Plaint” was widely copied at that time by the newspapers, usually with- 
out acknowledgment, and, having had its day, was of course fogotten. Happening to see it 
again one day, in a volume of Arnold’s collected poems, it occurred to me that the genera 
tion of stamp collectors, which had sprung up since the time of its original publication, 
might be pleased to read it; and,as 1 was writing to the Editor of the PHILATELIST, 
I copied the “ Plaint,” prefixed a word of explanation as to its origin ; and enclosed it in my 
letter. All was duly printed in the PHILATELIsT of October, 1862, (vol. i, page 174). Next 
month, (vo].i, page 72,) Mason’s Magazine copied it, with a part of my prefixed explanation, 
altered so asto give the impression that the editor found the verses afloat in an American 
newspaper. In January, 1868, (vol. vi, page 14), the Stamp Collector's Magazine again 
copies it, and accredits it to Muson’s Magazine ! though, as just stated that Journal did not 
pretend to claim it as original: You, yourself were undoubtedly led into error by accepting 
the authority of the “Stamp Collector's Magazine.” Curiously enough a slight misprint, 
originated by the “ Philatelist, has been retained in all the transcripts. 

A word more in regard to the author of these verses, George Arnold was a brilliant 
young poet and humorist, who died November 9, 1865, at the age of thirty-one. He 
was, while living, one of the best beloved members of that clever journalistic coterie 
which flourished at New York, ten years ago, but which Fate has since oppressed so 
heavily. It is,to be sure,a trifle matter, yet I do not like to see his name assiociated 
with common Philatelic scribblers, or to think that I have unwittingly been the means of 
placing it among them. Save the superiority of his little trifle to any other “ philatelic 
poetry ” ever penned, there is nothing, as at present printed to distinguish it from the 
production of an ordinary stamp collector. This I regret; and I would ask of editors 
who may copy the piece hereafter, either to refer it to its original source, or to drop al- 
together the name of the author. It were certainly a wrong to McArone’s memory 
that many—who knew him as a fellow of infinite jest—should remember his name only 
as that of a man who wrote “ philatelic poetry” for the stamp papers! 


West Springfield, Mass L. H. B. 


Clippings 


A letter was mailed on the Sth of November, at Chicago, for the 
ostmaster at Pawtucket, Rhode Island, but the State of Rhode 
sland, so written that when the letter mailed in New York City, 
they made Ireland out of it and sent it to London, then they con- 
sidered the letter intended for some part of Ireland, and sent it to 
Dublin, when they discovered the mythical word was Rhode Island, 
and not Ireland, so they wrote America on the envelope which 
brought the letter back to this country. and the postmaster got it 
last week when it was 50 weeks old. During it journey it had 
been stamped 6 times, and one of the stamps read ** more to pay.” 





: 
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Stamp CoLLectinG.—Collecting stamps is not so modern a pur- 
suit as many persons imagine. Postage stamps are certainly of 
very recent adoption, but other official stamps have been objects of 
interest to collectors for more than acentury. We find on consult- 
ing an old file of newspapers, that John Burke, Esq., Receiver- 
General of the Stamp Duties, [reland, formed a collection at Dublin 
in 1772 (in which year the stamp duties commenced in Ireland), ar- 
ranged in a quarto volume, with MS, description on vellum, for pre 
sentation to the Commissioners of His Majesty’s Revenue in Ireland. 
This volume he entitled, ‘‘A Collection of the Impressions to be 
made on every Skin, or piece of Vellum or Parchment, or every 
sheet of Paper, in manner and form as hereinafter expressed ‘’ and 
contained samples of Irish stamps from the value of six pounds 
down to that of one halfpenny.—Standard Guide. 


A CANINE Postman.—Mr. Robert Nash, church-warden, of Ox- 
ford, has a fine black retriever, who regularly goes to the post-office 
in the village about twenty minutes past seven in the morning, and 
conveys the letters, newspapers, &c., for his master, with unerring 
precision. The sagacious animal walks straight to the post-office, 
and the postmaster or mistress places the letters, &c., on the counter, 
when he seizes them in his mouth, and goes to his master’s 
house, aud will not deliver them to anyone but Mr. Nash. 
If he cannot find him at once, he searches the house and premises 
till he succeeds in doing so. This interesting animal invariably goes 
from his master’s house ata walking pace and returns with his 
letters, &c., ata bounding trot; thus showing a good example to 
human letter carriers which they will do well to follow.—Dover 
Express. 


Answers to Correspondence. 


G. C. J., Derrorr.—We cannot pay for extracts from other 
papers, although we are always ready to give good prices for origin- 
al articles on stamps. 

H. E. 8., Pur~apeLpa1a.—Our “eo sseiagaron have a quantiy of 
Charleston, Mobile, and other Confederate stamps, but they do not 
advertise them, as they consider their value increases every hour. 

L. A. B., SprrnerreeD.—The interleaved copies of the American 
Album are now ready—the price is $10. 

N. A. Paris.—Yours received, but you only sent 75 cents. The 
subscription to the Journal is $1.25 from your city. 
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The Postage Stamps of British Guiana. 
“DAMUS PETIMUSQUE VI ISSIM,’ 


(Continued from page 142, Vol. 11.) 
PROVISIONAL STAMPS. 


1862. These stamps so well known, and so commonly cata- 
logued as Vewspaper stamps, have hardly received the attention 
they merited ; the various writers seem to have assumed that a com- 
plete series of each variety existed, and why or wherefore, it seems 
difficult to conceive, but most, if not all, concur in describing them 
as issued for newspapers only. With whom the original error may 
rest it is impossible now to say, but, it has borne a goodly crop, 
and caused general misapprehension. In England, Mount Brown 
(fifth edition, page 10), Dr. Gray (third edition, page 18), and 
Bellars and Davis (second edition, page 21), may be named ; while 
abroad Lallier, Moens, English «dition, (page 100), and Berger 
Levrault (page 92), participate in the common misunderstanding. 
The real history of the issue now under discussion is by no means 
without parallel in the annals of postage stamps. In the year 1862, 
und towards the end of the month of October in that year, the 
supply of the current stamps of 1, 2, and 4 cents ran short in the 
colony. ‘The necessity therefore arose for providing some sub- 
stitute till the fresh supply arrived from England. These stamps 
were then printed for immediate use in the colony, under the in- 
structions of the Postmaster ; they were of the three values above 
mentioned, and printed as under. 


1 cent on pink paper. 
2 cents on yellow paper. 
4 cents on deep-blue paper. 


The design was of the simplest, consisting merely of the words 
BRITISH to left, GUIANA above, posTaGr to right, with value 
beneath, printed on the four sides of a rectangle: in most cases 
four plain lines are placed within the letters, thus forming an inner 
rectangle. These stamps are surrounded by borders of different 
patterns, printed in what are called types 7’ imprimerie, moveable 
types, which, placed in the press, will print one of the continuous 
fancy patterns used sometimes for ornament and finish by printers ; 
and it is in the difference of pattern in these borders that the vari- 
eties consist. Before being issued for circulation the initials 2. M. 
were signed in the central space of each stamp, with something 
added underneath in the same hand-writing w hich is not deciphered. 
These initials, &c., were written by an employee in the post office, 
and on the pink are in black ink; on the yellow, in red ink; while 
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on the blue, they appear in a white colour; a result perhaps at- 
tained by some chemical element in the ink, which has discharged 
the original blue of the paper. The stamps are perforated, or 
rather punctured by an instrument the French call a rowlette. which 
removes no piece of paper, but makes a line of longitudinal in- 
cisions separated by short intervals, so that the stamps are easily 
separated. The stamps were adhesive. 

After the utmost care in collecting and examining every speci- 
men to be obtained, the writer of these lines has come to the con- 
clusion that no authentic copy of the 4 cents value can be found 
bearing a border of the same identical pattern as that of any of 1 
or 2 cent stamps, and that it is a general and pervailing mistake to 
assert that any complete set of all three values with the same 
pattern exists. The following is a list of the varieties. 1 cent pink, 
and 2 cents yellow, are to be found with borders of the following 
patterns. 

I, Pearls or shaded balls. (Moens, plate 35, type 4). 
Il. Sprigs (or grapes.) (Moens, plate 36, type 6). 

Ill. Crossed ovals—(Moens, plate 35, type 5). The series of 
this pattern with the end of the ovals in the border turned 
upwards seems forged.) 

While the blue 4 cents is only to be found in 

IV. Quarterfoils, with an internal quarterfoil, and four small 
lines (Moens, plate 36, type 8, accurately engraved). 

V: Fleur-de-lis (nearly so) commonly called dotted ovals 
(Moens, plate 36, type 7, very incorrectly figured). 

VI. A fancy pattern quite indescribable (Moens, plate 54, 
type 10, inaccurately figured). 

A complete series of the treefoil pattern is often seen; it is figured 
in Moens, (plate 54, type 9), but is altogether fictitious. The 
bright colour of the blue, and the thinness of the paper of the 
issue are in themselves decisive ; there is not only the absence of 
the real, but the presence of a false signature in the centre, whieh 
reads ‘Nov.’ instead of R. M., the forger evidently not know- 
ing how to read the genuine initials. A curious proof ot the ac- 
curacy of some of the above remarks can be found in the minute 
discrepancies to be detected in some specimens. The type at the 
corner of the 2 cent grapes, number LIL., either slipped from the 
frame and was replaced, having been meantime turned 60 as to 
form the line of pattern continuously with the other side to that 
before joined ; or, this pattern was set up twice and this small vari- 
ation occurred betweeen the two prints; or, another probable ex- 
planation may be given ; the printer used all his types of one pat- 
tern for the pink and yellow papers, and this difference may be a 
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mere accidental variation between two adjoining stamps, the fact of 
the puncturing seems also to favor the idea that more than one copy 
was printed on the sheet at the same time. Specimens of the blue 
4cents, number IV. are known, from which the internal set of 
lines are omitted, and the central space only defined by the legend ; 
while no copy of number VY. has been met with having these lines. 
It is very likely some other may exist in this state. 

The use of these stamps was, as before explained, general postal 
purposes, to which ordinary stamps of the same values were appli- 
cable. The writer has taken specimens of the 2 and 4 c., types L. 
and VI., from a letter addressed to one of the West India Isles, 
and placed between two common 12 cent stamps, and many have 
come to England on both letters and newspapers. The blue are 
rather less common than the other colors, but none are of any ex- 
ceeding rarity or value ; four, or at the most five, shillings ought to 
secure a good copy of any the series. As soon as the fresh supply 
of the usual stamps was procured, these were immediately sup- 
pressed, and the colonial authorities not regarding this issue with 
much pride, destroyed all the stock then existing. 

SIXTH ISSUE. 

1863. Rectangular stamp, printed in colour, on white paper, 
perforated, size larger than the preceding. 

Device, ship in circle surrounded by the motto of the colony, 
bearing the date, one figure in each corner; in a label above B. 
GUIANA, and in a similar one beneath the word CENTS, prefixed by 
the value in Roman numerals. This issue consists of three values, 
viz :— 

6 cents - - blue. 24 cents - - green. 48cents’ - red. 

Various shades of colour may be found,—the later printed reds 
being almost a deep carmine, ‘the greens also differ in intensity. 
The design of this issue shows great taste and skill, but it seems a 
retrogression to go back to the Roman method of notation as in 
this issue, and the 8, 12, and 24 cents of 1860 series ; and the effect 
of the two systems on the face of the stamp seems rather incon- 
gruous and bizarre. These stamps do not seem to come over in any 
great abundance, and the nominal values, at least the two higher 
ones, One shilling and two shillings. keep them comparatively 
scarce. Proofs on card board of these dies in black do exist, and 
the writer has one (the six cents) now before him; they were pri- 
rately struck to judge of the effect of the engraving, and are of 
excessive rarity. 

_ Messrs. Waterlow and Sons are the manufacturers of the fifth and 
sixth issues, which are printed in London, and are exported ready 
for use in the colony.— Zhe Stamp Collector’ s Magazine. 
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“The | St. Louis renee 
BY COSMOPOLITAN. 


In the November number of a most excellent French Postage 
Stamp Journal, called, ‘‘Le Timbrophile,”’ will be found an article 
upon the St. Louis Stamps, entitled :— 

‘* A final word upon the so-called St. Louis Stamps. 

As the authenticity of these stamps have attracted much atten- 
tion both in this country and abroad, I am tempted to give a very 
free translation of the article for the benefit of the readers of this 
** Journal.”’ 

An earnest effort has been made by The Stamp Collector’ s Maga- 
zine,’ to set in motion and give characters to the so-called St. 
Louis Stamps. There must certainly bea very strong interest en- 
gaged in their behalf, inasmuch as Messrs. Philbrick, Pemberton 


b 


and Alfred Smith, have given themselves the trouble to fill half 


the November number with protestations, and above all, supposi- 
tions ; and to genuine and positive facts, not a single one has been 
advanced by my honorable adversaries. Without doubt, itis un- 
pleasant for amateurs to confess, that stamps for which they have 
paid itary 0 or more a piece, are not authentic, and that they in 
reality are hardly worth 5 centimes orahalfpenny. Besides, the 
best Toatoes in England have been deceived, and perhaps these are 


still to be found for sale, somewhere or other a certain number of 


these most rare stamps, when some amateur has decided to pay the 
exhorbitant price demanded for them. Notwithstanding, itis to the 
interest of all amateurs as well as merchants, that these false 
stamps should be banished from our collections. My reply to the 
November number of The Stamp Collector's Magazine shall be 
short. I request, in the first place, of Messrs. Philbrick, Pember- 
ton, Alfred Smith, Grafton, Kershaw and Durbin, to be consistent, 
and agree as to the opinion of the late Lesley. As these are 
the gentlemen who desire to admit the so-called St. Louis Stamps 
into collections, it is the greatest importance that they — us 
with a proper explanation of the following questions: How 
is it that a letter dated St. Louis, December 17, 1845, oo upon 
it one of these stamps of the value of 10 cents, when the engraver, 

Mr. Kershaw, states, that they were made in 1848? Mr. Philbrick 
is of the opinion, thatthe figure 5 resembles so much the figure 8 
as to be readily confounded with it ; but at the same time he avows 
he has never seen this famous letter. This argument is ver y feasible 
and is not worthy answering. From the letter of Mr. Philbrick, 

entitled, ‘‘ St. Louis Stamps,”’ it is evident he favors the year, 1848 
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as the time these stamps were engraved, and this celebrated letter 
written, notwithstanding the author of an article called *‘ St. Louis 
Stamps reconsidered,’’ and the lat» Lesley, inclined towards the 
year, 1848. Which is right ¢ 2nd. Mr. C. W. Durbin in a letter 
published by The Stamp Collector's Magazine, Sept. ist, 1868, 
page 142, declares that the first emission of United States Postage 
Stamps being insufficient to supply the public want, the post- 
masters of the different cities to obviate this defect emitted Postage 
Stamps. Now, The Stamp Collector's Magazine, Nov. 1st, 1869, 
tells us in page 162, that the emission of the St. Louis Stamps pre- 
ceded those of the Federal Government, and was but an experi- 
ment at the time, and the cheap postage system was to be inaugu- 
rated. And this experiment was tried in St. Louis before made in 
New York! Where is the American knowing his country from 
1840 to 1850, who would believe such a supposition‘ But, above 
all, | beg The Stamp Collector’ s Magazine to be consistent. Was it 
an experiment, or to supply the public demand, because the 
Government Stamps were insufficient? 3d. According to The 
Stamp Collector’ s Mugasine. the best proof of their genuiness, is 
their extreme rarity, and they are classed with the ‘* Rose, Aus- 
trian Mercury,’’ which rank lesser their rarity, as this Mercury is 
far from scarce. The ‘‘ Magazine’’ also saya, ‘‘ there has been but 
500 St. Louis Stamps printed. Why only this number, and who is 
authority for the statement? Without doubt, Messrs. Leon, W. 
and ©. W. Durbin are concerned in this watter. I would remark, 
if only 500 of the St. Louis Stamps were struck off in 1845, at the 
time when no one thought of making a collection of Stamps, at the 
present moment it would be impossible to obtain new ones, all 
would be obliterated, and besides they would be found in cities 
other than St. Louis. How is it that all these so-called St. Louis 
Stamps sold or offered for sale anywhere, are new, and all come 
from St. Louis, under the auspices, and endorsed by Messrs. C. W. 
and Leon W. Durbin. 

Finally, 4th. How is it that many persons, merchants or others, 
constantly offer these Stamps for sale, always stating they are most 
rare{ Especially as Messrs. Philbrick, Berger Levrault, and 
others, have paid enough to amply remunerate the originator and 
engraver. To resume.—lI regard these Stamps as false, They were 
engraved in 1862 or 1863, at the latest ; and the Confederate Post- 
age Stamps of Memphis, Nashville and Baton Rouge, furnished 
the idea. In my own experience I have seen and bought counterfeit 
Postage Stamps of New Orleans, Baton Rouge, Memphis and 
Nashville, in a store on School Street, Boston, kept by a seller of 
books, medals, and postage stamps, who had a stall in Urbrino’s 
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foreign book store, and that in November and December, 1862 and 
during 1863, which fact settles in a summary manner the supposi- 
tion hazarded by 7'he Stamp Collector’ s Magazine, ‘That the as 
sociation of Boston impostors did not exist in 1863- if the one of 
1868 did not exist then, there was certainly another. 

Finally, the famous association of Ch. Lyford, J. M. Chute, 8. 
Allan Taylor, so well known to Timbrophilists, inasmuch as two- 
thirds of the counterfeit stamps which embarass collectors, 
owe their paternity to them, this association, I say, now must 
certainly be aware of their falsity, for in the first number of 
their organ called the Timbrophilist, Ch. Lyford declares these 
stamps to be false, and states they were fabricated by Messrs. Dur- 
bin. Quarrels between old comrades worthy of each other. And 
amateurs and honest merchants are the victims of such speculations. 
—‘* ALBIS.”’ 

This article is presented to the readers of this Journal just 
for what it is worth. For my own part without endorsing the 
opinions set forth, I am sure there is much good common sense con- 
tained therein; but there can be no possible doubt that postage 
stamps were actually issued by the postmaster of St. Louis, as he has 
already acknowledged it publicly. I, myself, have seen these stamps 
post-marked upon letters. Whether the “famous association’”’ 
ever made counterfeits of them, is not for me to assert; but as 
‘“‘ Albis’’ states, the majority of these met with are uncancelled, 
which fact should put us on our guard in purchasing them. 





Newly Issued Stamps. 


Be.eium.—Again we present our readers with a trio of cuts re- 
presenting the new stamps for this country. By a curious co- 





Vedectetorietocosees 


incidence, it appears that our last one this time, happens to be 
still-born, having been rejected atthe last moment. We understand 
that the 5c. and 30c. will be issued on the first of the month, and the 
remaining values on the first of April. 
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C ANADA. —The somes of the New Dominion have now made 
their appearance, altered as described by us last August. Again, 
proving our assertions correct to the confusion of some of our 
envious contemporaries. 

Iraty.—The expected Segnatasse stamps are now before us ; our 
annexed cut rendering any description superftuous 
it only remains to give the colors and values, which 
are as follows: 1, 2, 5. 30, 40, 50 and 60 cen- 
tesimi, yellow, land 2 ir blue. The figure in the 
centre of each of the centesimi values is dark crim- 
son, and brown in the 1 and 2 lira. 





The Philatelist calls attention to the curious error on the 1 lire, 
and 1 centesimo stamps ; the money being put in the plural in each 
ase, 

SoutH Arrican Repusric.—We have lately seen proofs of 
the 3 penny stamps of this country printed in rich violet. Its ap- 
pearance is considerably better than the regular issue. 


ANTIOQUIA.—We annex a cut of a variety of the 
5 centavos stamp of this State ; the color is the same |RRROUAA 
as the regular stamp, namely, green. We are not 
certain which of the two dies was in use first. It is 
rather surprising that nothing definite has yet been 
heard of, to throw light on the history of the emmis- 
sion of these stamps. 





NataL.—The 1 penny stamp of this colony is now printed in 
yellow instead of carmine as heretofore. 

Tue Decoan.—We understand from The Philatelist that stamps 
are shortly to be issued by Hyderbad, the capital of the above 
government ; anyhow, the following deseribed stamps have been 
received from there. ‘‘ The shape i is rectagular oblong ; 1-inch 14 
tenths by 8-tenths; Indian characters over a running pattern of 
florets ; the outer space being a ground of engine-turned design. 
It is printed in blackish green, and perforated ; value ? of an anna. 
The impressions are at present of peculiar rarity in this country, 
three only having yet arrived, sent by a relative resident in India 
to a distinguishe d philatelist of the metropolis.”’ 

KoorsHEDJAH.—Another barbaric postal impression which has 
for upwards of two years enriched the copions Ph, collection, has 
not, we believe, been yet chronicled. It is a government emission 
of the Newab of the ‘above district. Rectangular oblong of the 
usual size ; hand-stamped in black, on diagonally-laid India paper. 
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The device is not so elaborate as that of the Deccan stamp ; but is 
nevertheless far more distinct than the Cashmere adhesive. It con- 
sists simply of the Nawab’s signature, showing as white on a black 
ground, ornamented with a small running pattern, and borderedby 
a doubled-lined frame.— The Philatelist. 

Sparn.—Most of the new issue are now out, which enables us to 
give their colors ; but the lower values are unac- 
countably delayed. We had hoped to have present- 
ed our readers with one of the values with the present 
§ number, but we shall probably be able to get them 
2 in time for March. 

The colors are 25 m. de esc. lilac ; 50 m. de esc. 
blue ; 100m. de esc. red ; 400 m. esc. green ; 1 esc. 
600 m. violet ; 2 esc. light blue, 12c. lake; 19¢c. 
light green. We annex a portrait of the 19 cuartos. 

NortH GERMAN CONFEDERATION. By a recent regulation of the 
postal authorities, all official letters must be pre- 
paid. In consequence of which a set of nine 
official stamps have been issued. The annexed 
cut representing one of the values for the Northern 
States ; the number are 4, 4, 4, 1 and 2 groschen ; 
and for the Southern States, 1, 2, 3 and 7 kreuzers. 
They are printed in buff, with the dark lines in 
the engraving black. 

SWITZERLAND.—The Continental Philatelic Magazine states that 
the Local Rigi-Kaltbad is now printed light brown. 

New Granapa.—Another new stamp, and this time something 

entirely new, in shape at least, as it stands un- 
represented in our albums. We annex a first- 
class cut of it, rendering description useless. 
And we think our readers will join with us, 
in hoping the engraver’s extraordinary efforts 
have not injured his constitution. The color is black on lilac paper. 











Our Exchange Table 
Is remarkably empty this month, we having only received the fol- 
lowing : 

The Philatelist is good as usual, amongst other interesting ar- 
ticles we notice an able paper on ‘‘ The Stamps of British North 
America,’ and our article on *‘How ‘Our Postage Stamps are 
Made,”’ is reproduced. 

. American Stamp Mercury.and Numismatist.—This is the best 
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number we have seen since coins were admitted to its colums. It 
contains the commencement of an article on forgeries, by E. L. 
PEMBERTON. In speaking of some Mexican stamps that were first 
described in itscolums, it says very truly, ‘‘ When anew or strange 
stamp is noticed by our European contemporaries, we do not stop 
to think, but reproduce the information. They, on the contrary, 
have always seemed reluctant to credit American periodicals with 
any items of interest ; and to prove which, we have the Slamp Col- 
lector’ s Magazine, ‘‘ the leading organ of collectors’? now noticing 
a stamp which the poor, despised, and insignificant Mercury croui- 
cled eight months ago. We ask no favors, but fair exchange is no 
robbery.” This is very true, many stamps we have noticed six 
mouths before-the Journal complained of, and not till they could 
not be denied any longer, have they been admitted to its pages. 

The Stamp Collector’ s Magazine opens with a first-class-article on 
the reprinted New Granada Stamps, and, also, contains Mr. Phil- 
brick’s answer to the attack on the St. Loiuis Stamps, trans- 
lated in the present number of the Journal, we hope to transfer it to 
our colums in our next. We nofi¢e that Mr. Pemberton states that 
he has discovered g fourth die of the 10 ¢. St. Louis. We must beg 
to doubt this, till we have the description, and he might have 
stated the source from which he derived his information concerning 
the three varieties of the 5 cent, as he was furnished with advance 
news from the colums of this paper. 

The Continental Philatelic Magazine —We are pleased to 
notice a great improvement this month—the articles are much 
better—the writing intelligible, and the engravings finer. A new 
set of fiscals are now in use in Holland ; and an engraving is given 
of a Brazilian Te legraph Stamp. The principal device of which, 
consists of an electric battery. 


The Shanghai Stamps. 


Through the kindness of Mr. Provaud, a Scotch gentleman 
residing in Shanghai, we are enabled to give some additional par- 
ticulars concerning these remarkable stamps. 

It appears that the. British Post Office in Shanghai was very ir- 
regularly carried on, there only being three persons employed in 
the concern, and this combined with the high rates, (four pence 
being the lowest charge), induced the Municipal Council of the city 
to establish a post office of their own, in July, 1863. Their maximum 
charge was three candereens each letter, and mails were delivered 
more expeditiously. No profit was designed to be derived from their 
office, and whenever the receipts have exceeded the expenditure, 
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the rates are reduced, which we understand has already been done 
three times. Letters are despatched from this office for all parts of 
Japan and China, except Hong Kong, which, being a British colony 
would interfere with the post office of that government. We learn 
from our correspondent that the last eight values are in use, but we 
cannot understand how they manage to use stamps with the value 
in two different currencies at the same time; will he explain! The 
stamps first prepared were engraved on wood from a Chinese design, 
but the two latter issues were manufactured in England. 

During the last year there were 109,246 letters carried by this office 
to and from different parts of China and Japan, and 84,960 town 
or local letters delivered. 

The manager is the only foreigner employed in the office, the 
sorters, carriers, &c., being all Chinese. The office was organized 
by Mr. Alfred J. Adams who still continues in charge, and to his 
commendable efforts may be ascribed its prosperity. 

We annex the scale of charges which we reprint from one of their 
cards. 





LOCAL POST OFFICE, 22 NANKIN ROAD. 


On and after the 1st of July, letters of non-subscribers will be charged by weight. The 
following are the rates of Postage :— 

LETTER RaTeEs.—Hakodadi, Hiogi, Nagasaki, Newchwang, Osaka, Yokohama. 4 can- 
dareens per half ounce. Amoy, Chefoo, Foochow, Hankow, Kiukiang, Peking, Swatow, 
Taku, Tientsin, 3 candereens per half ounce. Chinkiang, Ningpo, 2 candereens per half 
ounce. Newspapers, 1 candereen each. 

Town Delivery.—Letters, Circulars, ete., 1 candereen each. Letters, etc., sent out at 9 
a. M.,114.M.,1 P.M.,3P.M., and 5 p.m. daily. Expresses.—50 Mez. cents each delivery. 


BOOK, PARCEL, OR PATTERN POST. 


Rates of Postage. Weighing, 4 0z. or under, 1 candereen. Above 4 oz. and not exceeding 8 
oz., 2 candereens. Above 8 oz. and not exceeding 16 oz., 4 candereens. And for every ad- 
ditional or fractional part of a quarter of a pound, 1 candereen. Prepayment for the dis- 
patch of all Letters, Newspapers, etc., of non-suscribers, is. as hitherto, compulsory. 

Postage Stamps to be had on application at the office. All Mail Letters that may arrive 
at the office, will be immediately sorted, and sent out for delivery without delay. The 
departure of,Mails will be regularly advertised in local papers, as heretofore. 


Office hours—8 a. m. to6 p.m. Sundays—9 to 10 a. m. 4 to 5 p. m. 


(By order of the Council,) ALEX. JOHNSTON, Secretary. 
Council Room, Shanghai, 1st July, 1869. 


Mention is several times made of subscribers, but it does not 
appear from the notes we receved what constitutes a subscriber : 
again we ask for information. We can well understand how these 
charges are so low, as it appears that the Continental and River 
Steamers make no charge to the Council for carrying their mails. 
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Correspcndence. 
To the Editor of Toe AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY : 


DEAR Srr,—l beg to protest against the language of L. H. B., in last months Journal 
In speaking of the verses by (. Arnold, as published in the October nnmber of your paper, 
he says, “I do not like to see his name associated with common Philatelic seribblers.” Now 
if it had not been for his scribbling those self same verses, he would never have been men 
tioned in any of the Journals named, and it was certainly as far as stamp collectors are 
concerned the most meritorious actions of his life. Again, he says, ‘ Save the superiority of 
his little trifle to any other ‘Philatelic poetry ’ever penned, there is nothing, as at present 
printed to distinguish it from the production of an ordinary stamp collector Now, this is 
too bad, “ save the superiority,” it certainly is not equal to the five verses following it, which, 
by the way, well written by E. Craig, or the lines by 8. J. Eisenberg, on page 105, vol. ii 
But the most amusing part is “nothing to distinguish it from the production of an ordinary 
stamp collector. Does L. H. B. mean to say, that he was an extraordinary stamp collector, 
because it is strange his collection has never been heard from before? or aves he pre 
tend that he was of a higher order of created beings than stamp collectors are made out of, 
either way it is surprising that L. H. B. should speak disparagingly of stamp collectors as 
he appears to be a well informed Philatelist himself, for I notice, his name appears at regu- 
lar intervals, through the various stamp papers ; but there is one peculiarity in his writings, 
he never appears in print to impart his information to others, but is sure to contradict any 
erroneous statemets, or what he concerns to be such, when they appear in the pages of any 
of the stamp papers. C. J. 8 

New York City. 


Clipping’s. 

A Letrer oF *‘ ViraL Importrance.—When the Earl] of Elgine 
was Postmaster General in 1860, he gave the following as a proof 
that, in the estimation of some people, ‘‘vital importance”’ favalued, 
at something less than five shillmgs. A gentleman called at the 
Post Office respecting a letter which he had posted, declaring that 
it was of ‘‘vital importance,” that his application should be grant- 
ed. He was told that such an application involved much trouble, 
and a great departure from the ordinary rules; but that, un- 
der the special circumstances, it would be granted on his pay- 
ing the clerk who would have to make the examination a gratuity 
of five shillings. No sooner, however, was this condition named, 
than the *‘ vital importance,’ and the applicant at once disappeared. 
—Slamp Collector s Monthly Gazetle. 

How can a person who has not see the Queen, judging from her 
head as seen on the postage vignettes, know that she is of a very 
affectionate disposition? Because the ‘‘adhesiveness”’ at the back 
of hér head is so remarkable, that even a person ignorant of phre- 
nology cannot fail to be struck with it.—J6. 

A man called at the office of the Berkshire Courier, at Great 
Barrington, last week, and wanted some postage stamps printed. 
He said he ‘‘ wanted ’em raal bad to put on ter letters when he 
writ to a gal, and the cost to darned much to buy ’em of them post 
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office fellers.”” and was much disappointed because they declined 
doing the job.—J0. 

PROVISIONAL INDIA.—We believe that the six annas provisional 
Indian stamp has never by itself freed any postage ; certainly not 
to England. It is always accompanied by an eight-pies stamp, 
which being of the same color, and its length equal to the width of 
the provisional stamp, has a very neat appearance when affixed toa 
letter. It was temporarily issued soon after the rate of postage 
between Great Britain and India was raised from 9d to 10d, to 
obviate the inconvenience of having to use three stamps to make up 
the requisite sum. The new value just issued of six annas and 
eight pies, equal to 10d sterling, of course supercedes its tempor- 
ary substitute.— The Philatelist. 


ORIGIN OF THE UNITED States PostaL System.--The post- 
al system projected in 1692 was not in operation till 1710, when 
the States were still a British colony. By an act of the British Par- 
liament, the Postmaster General was to have his principal office in 
New York, and secondary offices in one or more convenient locali- 
ties in the other provinces. In 1753 Benjamin Franklin was’ ap- 
pointed to that dignity with a minimum income of £600 a year for 
1imself and a secretary. He soon introduced some useful improve 
ments during his administration, which considerably augumented 
the revenue of the post office. In 1760 he proposed to start a mail 
coach for carrying despatches between Philadelphia and Boston, 
to set off once a week from each of those towns. Franklin, having 
become an object of suspicion on account of his sympathy for the 
aggrieved colonists, was superceded in 1774.—Moens’ Illustrated 
Catalogue. 





Answers to Correspondants. 


W. H. B., St. Joun.—Your Journal was sent, but addressed 
with the ‘‘Co.”’ after it, which is probably the reason you did not 
receive it, but we sent you another on receipt of your letter. 

Miss H. E., RocuEster.—The Bolivia stamps you sent for our 
inspection are all counterfeits. 

L. E. B., Sr. Lovis.—None of the United States stamps have 
ever been represented. 

G B. A., Monrrreat.—It would occupy too much space to give 
you all the information you require in this place ; but we hope to 


publish as much as is known concerning the Local Confederate 
stamps in a month or so. 
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On the Confederate Povisionals. 
BY J. W. SCOTT. 

Second only in interest to the provisionals described in our 
January number, and of which these properly considered are a 
part, are the first issues of the Confederate States ; and now after 
years of labor, during which time we have written thousands of 
letters to all parts of the South asking information, we have only 
arrived at the conclusion that we know next to nothing concerning 
them; but if we have been the means of throwing some light on 
obscure points, and have discovered some new stamps, we con- 
sider ourselves amply repaid for our trouble. 

The passing of the ordinance of secession by the Southern States, 
left the postmasters of that section of the country without postage 
stamps with which to carry on the business of their offices. To those 
situated in small towns this made but little difference; but in large 
commercial centres it was found almost impossible to get along 
without stamps, more especially as they had always been used to 
this easy mode of securing the fees for the transportation of letters. 
The government at Richmond had all they could attend to 
in equipping men for the approaching conflict, and had no time to 
spend in preparing postage stamps. 

Numerous enquiries for stamps kept pouring into the Post- 

master General’s office for stamps which as yet had not been pre- 
pared ; many of the most enterprising postmasters asking permis- 
sion to prepare temporary stamps till the department could furnish 
them. (See Col. Gallaway’s letter, Vol. ii, page 96,) which we have 
every reason to believe was in all cases complied with. Possibly 
some or all of these requests are now to be found amongst the 
archieves of the Confederate post office which are now in Washing- 
ton, we shall take an early opportunity to search there in the hopes 
of getting on the track of some unknown (to philatelists) provision 
als, for there is not the least doubt but that there are dozens of these 
interesting stamps that have never been chronicled in the Journals, 
or even heard of by any collector ; and probably there are many 
wiceless locals hid away in different Southern school boy’s col- 
altace, that are thought but little of by their owners, unless pos- 
sibly it might have been taken from the last letter received from a 
slain brother who died battling for the lost cause. 

Before commencing our article, we must acknowledge the valu 
able assistance we have received from Dr. Petrie, C. Watson, Esq., 
and other devoted Philatelists. It being impossible to arrive at 
anything like correct dates to determine priority of emmission, we 
shall describe them in alphabetical order by States. It must be 
remarked, that there appear to be only a few distinct designs, the 
others being evidently copied from those prepared first, by some 
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neisbering postmaster. Every stamp we deceribe is before us in 
one of the above-named gentleman’s collections, or our own. 
ALABAMA. 

GREENVILLE.—Our list commences with probably the scarcest 
stamp of the entire series, we never having heard of more than 
two. The design consists of four printer’s corner pieces placed to 
meet in the centre at top and bottom, leaving a narrow space 
open across the centre, which is oceupied with the inscription, 
PAID FIVE, GREENVILLE, ALA., printed in blue on white paper, 
It has never before been described. 

5 cents, blue. 

MosiLE.—The stamp or stamps issued by this city are chiefly 
noticeable from their provisional companions, by a considerable de- 

ree of artistic merit, which unfortunately appears to be very 

eficient in most of the series. 

The design consists of the figure in a five pointed star; the outside 
angles of which are filled by figures, representing Commerce, Ag: 
riculture and the Arts ; this is aloud in a square frame, bea 
ing the inscription, MOBILE above, PosT OFFICE below, PAID on 
right and cENTs on the left. The corners are occupied by an orna- 
ment composed of four ovals formed in a star. 


2 cents black, 5 cents blue. 
We have never seen a copy of the black, but it is generally cata- 
logued, and from information we have received, believe it exists. 
GEORGIA. 
ATHENS.—We give this stamp in our list without vouching for 
its character ; all we know concerning it is, that it was purchased 
along with some Mobile and other genuine provisionals, from the 


collection of a school boy residing in one of the large cities of 


the South. The late owner had no idea of its value, and sold it 
for a low price ; he stated that he took it off an old letter. We 
believe that itis gennine, and we need scarcely add, that it has 
never been described before. 

The design is the same as the Nashville, (from which it was pro- 
bably copied) with the exception that it has twelve stars. The in- 
scription reads, T. CRAWFORD, P. M., ATHENS, GA. 


5 cents, purple. 
Macon.--Is represented by a small-sized square stamp, printed 
from type, with a parallel rule border, with rounded corners ; it 
is devided into three compartments, aay rag the following in- 


scriptions, POST OFFICE, FIVE CENTS, MACON, GA., printed black 
on green. 
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This stamp, like most of the provisionals, is extremely scarce, 
the only copy we have ever seen having lost a large corner. It was 
first described in the S. C. Magazine. 


LOUISIANA. 

Baton Rovuer.—This label takes rank amongst the scarcest 
known stamps. It is formed of printer's type and border, printed 
on paper, with a green pattern on it, something like what is used to 
cover fancy boxes. The inscription reads P. 0., BATON ROUGE, 
LA., J. MCCORMICK. 

5 cents carmine. 

In the copy before us (which was taken off the letter it prepaid by 
ourselves,) occurs a curious mistake, the name reads MeCcormick 
instead of McCormick, from which we should conclude that there 
must have been at least halfa dozen ‘‘set up,”’ or it could not have 
escaped the notice of the proof-reader. There have been a number 
of different counterfeits of thisstamp engraved, one of which is very 
difficult of detection ; but we intend to devote a separate chapter 
to the description of these “ vermin.”’ 

The story that went the rounds of the Philatelic press sometime 
ago, to the effect that this stamp was prepared as a sort of fractional 
currency, is entirely without foundation, and was probably invent- 
ed by the same bright genius who manufactured the interesting 
romance concerning the New Orleans stamps. 


New Orirans.—tThere is every reason to believe that these were 
the first stamps issued in the Southern Confederacy ; anyhow it is 
very certain that they became known about the first, and are de- 
cidedly the most ec vommonly met with,in fact, they are the only stamps 
of the entire series except we might say, the 2 cent Memphis, that 
are at all attainable except on the breaking up of some large col- 
lection. 

The design consists of figure of value in centre, surrounded by 
PAID, CENTS, which is again encircled by NEW ORLEANS POST 
OFFICE, with J. L. RIDDELL above and below. 

2 cents red, 2 cents blue, 5 cents brown, 5 cents brown on blue 
paper. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 

CHARLESTON.—The design consists of the figure 5 with cts. below 
in oval, surrounded by oval band, inscribed P. 0., CHARLESTON, 
8. C., POSTAGE PAID. The whole is inclosed in rectangular frame, 
formed of three lines ; the figure 5 is repeated in each corner. 

The Mercury notes a 5 cent,‘ type set’ stamp for this city,on yel- 
low paper, but we have never seen such an one. 

* See page 9, present volume. 
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TENNESSEE. 

KNoxvILLE.—The design consists of the word PArp, with a dash 
and the figure five, surrounded by eleven stars in oval, which is 
enclosed in an oval garter, inscribed, c. H., CHARLTON, P. M., 
KNOXVILLE. TENN., the spandrels are filled in with ornamental 
scroll work, and the whole is enclosed in an outer frame, composed 
of two lines, one thick and one thin. It was engraved on wood, 
and it appears to have been printed of a bright scarlet tint first, 
which gradually turned to reddish brown, in some of the latter 
colors the die appears to be much worn. All the specimens we 
have yet seen are cancelled by penmarks. It has never been de- 
scribed in any of the Journals or Manuals. 

We have also seen an envelope stamp purporting to have been 
issued by this city ; but we await confirmation. It is type set in 
an outer and inner cirele, with an eagle for the central device. The 
inscription reads C. 8., POSTAGE, KNOXVILLE, TENN., FIVE CENTS. 

5 cents, blue on yellow. 


NASHVILLE. — Same device as the Knoxville adhesive, from 
which it was evidently copied, that is, if the Knoxville was not 
copied from in it. Theinscription reads, W. D. M NISH, P. M., 
NASHVILLE, TENN. 

5 cents purplish red, 10 cents dark green. 


Mr. Pemberton in The Philatelist for May, 1867, says, ‘‘All 
other values except the 5 cent crimson are countefeits,’’ but he 
must surely have found out his mistake ere this. For our own part 
we attach very little importance to the color of a stamp, as it is 
liable to change after it is printed, even provided they were original- 
ly all of the exact same shade, which from the fact of the Confed- 
erate States being blockaded, and all kinds of printing materials 
being scarce, is scarcely to be expected ; but he goes on to say, 
‘*On the imitation, the border is of two lines, one thick and one 
thin,) again he evidently is in the wrong, we cannot say what he 
wrote from, but in the genuine stamps the outer line is much thicker 
than the inner one. The Mercury, and the P. 8S. C. Hand-Book 
mention a 3 cent stamp, type printed ; we have one in our collec- 
tion, but do not consider it genuine. 


MemPuts is the only city that has furnished us with two distinct 
types. The first consists of figure 2 in circle, with CENTS crossing 
the figure, this is enclosed in a solid band, containing eleven 
white stars, the balance of the rectangle is composed of a plaid 
ground, inscribed Parp above, and M. 0. GALLAWAY below the circle. 

2 cents, blue. 
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The design of the five cent is as follows: Oval of plaid ground- 
work, with large white figure in centre, PAID above, MEMPHIS, 
TENN... below. 

5 cents red. 
This has also been printed on yellow envelopes. 


VIRGINIA, 

PrTERSBURG.—This is set from a common printer's border,compos 
ed of small flourishes supporting balls; this border surrounds the 
stamp, and runs across in three places, besides filling up all spaces 
not occupied with the inscription. The first space is filled with 
the words, PETERSBURG, VIRGINIA in two lines, in the second is 
POST OFFICE, a large figure 5 occupies a square space near the,centre, 
and the postmaster’s name appears below in full,w. E. BAss, P. M. 

The color is bright red, and is it printed on thick, white paper. 

This was correctly described in the Stamp Collector's Magazine 
for June, 1866. We also find it named in the Mercury for Feb. ,1869, 
but there are two mentioned. one blue and the other black : we 
should like to know if the editor ever saw them, or if the statement 
rests on the very questionable authority of the writer. 

PLEASANT SHADE.—This is exactly like the former with the ex- 
ception of the names,and the ornament on each side of ** Virginia,”’ 
which, in this case, is omitted, and “ Virginia’’ is printed, as we have 
it instead of small capitals as in the former. The postmaster’s name 
IS R. E. DAVIS. 

5 cents blne on white. 


This stamp was first described by Mr. Watson, in his paper read 
before the N. Y. P. S., June, 1868. 

These are the only stamps that we have ever heard of, being is- 
sued in this State. The Richmond stamps being unmitigated hum 
bugs. We feel tempted to ask M. Macou how he accounts for such 
an insignificant place as Pleasant Shade, (but perhaps he will not 
believe in it, so say Baton Rouge) issuing a stamp, when the large 
city of Richmond, the capital of the Southern Confederacy does 
not appear to have reguired one ¢ 

—_ 

PostaGE Stamp Srartistics.—Up to the first of January, 1870, 
there has been 2072 distinct stamps issued by 129 different govern 
ments. Of these 1019 bear the heads of the sovereigns 
or some other notable, as the principal design. 567 give to the 
world the arms of the country that issued them ; 266 bear the 
numeral of value as the principal design, the remaining 220 being 
occupied with fancy devices, &c. Spain has issued 97 stamps, 
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which is the greatest number any one country has attained. Haiti, 
Sarawak, and several British colonies are contented with one. 
Great Britain and her colonies have together issued 528, being over 
a quarter of the entire number of stamps. 


Newly Issued Stamps. 

TurKEY.—The long expected envelope stamps for this country 
has at last made their appearance—two values having been issued 
during the month of January. Our first engraving represents the 

TT 1 piastre. The a is placed in a truly 

Sse novel position, one-half being printed on 
the flap, and the balance on the envelope 
below, so that each stamp is in two 
pieces, our second engraving,is impressed 
in the left hand upper corner, on the 
direction side of the envelope. We 
should consider this the stamp, and the other the flap ornament; but 
anyhow, this stamp shows the necessity of collecting the envelopes 
entire. It is printed in relief, in yellow, on greyish paper, the dark 
characters in the cut are printed in black. There is a second stamp 
value 14 piastres, but we do not know the color in which it ;is 
printed. 





Unirep Strates.—The new ry are promised by the 1st of 


April, and we neue we shall not be disappointed again, if they are 
out in time, we shall give engravings of them in our next. We 
believe that the 90 cent stamp will be replaced by one of the value 
of $1. 

FrRANCE.--We have seen it stated that a new series of stamps 
will be issued for this country, bearing the profiles of Napoleon III 
and his son. We very much doubt the report, but should be glad 
to see so decided a variety in our albums. 

DENMARK.-—A new series of stamps, including one of the 
value of 48 skillings, is reported as being nearly ready for issue by 
this government. 

SaANDWIcH IsLANDS —A few days since, a gentleman showed us 
what he thought was an uncatalogued variety of the 5 cent stamp, 
(large figure) of this island. The inscription reads INTER ISLAND, 
on the left side, instead of HAWAIIAN PosTaAGE. We told him that 
it was noted in J, W. Scott & Co.’s list which he denied; but it ap- 
pears, by some curious accident, it was omitted from the eight- 
teenth edition. although it was figured in the seventeerth. there 
cannot be any doubts of its genuiness, although it is not noted in 
the English lists or Dr. Grey’s work. 





a 
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ANTIogiv A.—Our readers will remember the engraving given 
in a) last month of a 5 cent stamp for this country. We 
Keg». ! then stated that we did not know which die was in 
Ao) | use first, Itappears that there have been two issues, 

ne ||| the 5 cent, given, last month, and the 24 cent here re- 
: presented belonging to the first issue, it is very proba- 
ble that the 1 peso, given in our January number, 
belongs to the same issue, The color of the 24 is pale 
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blue. 


Victoria.--We annex an engraving of the envelope stamp, 
lately issued by this colony. Itis printed in pink 
on white paper. We learn from the Sfamp Col- 
lector’ s : Magazine, that they are most likely printed 
on any paper that is sent to the stamp office for 
that purpose, as they have seen some printe -d on 
blue for the Australian Alliance Assurance Co. If 
this is the case, we must caution our readers to be 
ready for the invasion. 





PorTUGAL.—Collectors possessing Lallier’s album, have been 
greatly anoyed by the empty space for the 240 reis of this country. 
we are happy to inform them that it has at length made its appear 
ance. The color is bright mauve. 


Our Exchange Table. 

The Philatelist gives a continution of * The Envelopes of Ger- 
many,’ which occupies nearly half the number, this is followed by 
their usual article on novelties, in which we see it stated that the 25 
reis pink, Azores, has made its appearance with Azores, printed 
in smaller letters than formerly. We have lately seen the 5 reis, 
black, with the surcharged word in black. In describing the ap- 
pearance of the new Canadian stamp noted in our last, the follow- 
ing language is used: ‘* The precursor of a new set for this colony 
has made its appearance; and notwithstanding the indignant 
denial of certain patriotic individuals who scouted the idea of the 
government cutting off the allowance of paper, is really smaller 
thanthe value it supersedes. This is really amusing when it is 
born in mind, that our announcement of the forthcoming new issue 
last August, brought forth the remark from them that the pro 
fessed information was probably a Yankee canard.”’ 

In the number before us, he goes on to state that he has ‘** been 
favored by Mr. Allen Taylor of Boston, with a postmarked speci- 
men of the 3 cents described above ; but the color is brown not red.” 
Now this is really wonderful ; but does the Editor ever recollect 
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seeing any other brown stamps coming from the same quarter that 
were issued in red. If not we can inform him that a certain Miss 
Fanny Rawdon, (Alias 8. A. Taylor) of Boston, sold W. K. Free- 
man a number of brown 1 cent Canadian stamps as very scarce 
proofs in May, 1868, these he afterwards admitt»d were changed 
from the red 1 cent stamps with the perforations cut off. 

In speaking of the Haiti stamp, it is stated that they have been 
almost universally scouted by philatelists. We beg to inform our 
worthy contemporary that its genuiness has never been doubted 
by well-informed philatelists on this continent, and as we are the 
nearest to it, we ought to know best. 


Der Bazar fur Briefmarken Sammler.-We have to thank the pub- 
lishers for their courtesy in forwarding us the desired numbers of 
this paper. In the January number, we notice a full list of new 
emissions, illustrated with half a dozen fine engravings. We should 
advise our German readers to subscribe, as they will find much to 
interest them, with the additional charm of reading it in their own 
language. 

The Stamp Collectors Magazine.—The March number gives some 
good advice on collecting ; but contains nothing of an extractable 
nature. 

Our American exchanges for this month have not come to hand 


yet. 


Paper Coins and Medals. 


FROM THE BOY'S JOURNAL. 

Our readers will most likely ‘‘ open the great eyes.’ as the 
French say, Anglice, stare at the apparent inconsistency and in- 
compatible juxta-position of terms in our title; but we trust we 
shall prove satisfactory its perfect correctness. 

The material employed for the majority of useful articles, if not 
always necessarily the same, should usually be of similar nature. 
For example, tables, chairs, and other articles of furniture may be 
fashioned out of mahogany, rosewood, and other still more costly 
vegetable productions; or beech, birch, and the still more homely 
deal may be used without detriment to the durability and utility of 
the handiwork. ; 

But—and here comes the sine gua non—of necessity the piece of 
furnitnre must be formed from some substance possessing the re- 
quisites of strength and solidity, and able to bear, what is styled 
in legal parlance, all reasonable wear and tear. 

In like manner, ships and boats may be built up from various 
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combinations of wood and metals, teak, oak, pine, and iron or cop- 
per being called into requisition; but, here, again, endurance and 
resistance are imperative qualities, or the structure is worse than 


useless. 


‘* Stop !’’says one of our sharp young readers,‘‘I can make paper 
boats and tables, and paint them, too, like wood; and I have a 
pretty little glass vessel with all the sails and masts complete.”’ 


Taking leave to interrupt the interrupter,we would remark that he 
possesses the model or imitation of a ship, table, &c., but not the 
thing itself; such model being totally incompetent to perform the 
duty of that article for which it is simply a_ representative 
substitute. 

Reasoning from a like analogy, it might be presumed that all 
known coins and medals, from the earliest age to the present day, 
having been cast out of gold, silver and bronze, and other imperish- 
able materials, a perishable coin or a perishable medal would be a 
thing of naught—a paper coin or a paper medal a worthless product. 
It will be our business in the earlier portion of this article, to un- 
ravel the seeming paradox, and afterwards to discourse more 
generally on the interesting topic we have undertaken to illustrate. 

The same, or an equally precocious critic as before, will perhaps 
here start up with ‘*T know what you mean—bank notes—they are 
paper money.”’ 





We mean no such thing, young philosopher. Bank notes are 
not money-—they are merely promises to pay coin or money ; and, 
moreover, were that our meaning, it is inapplicable to medals ; 
there are no bank medals or promises to pay medals. By paper 
coins and medals we wish you to understand neither more nor less 
than those pretty squares, triangles, ovals, circles, octagons, and 
rectangles, with which you amuse yourself by neatly arranging in 
one of Scott's American albums, and style your collection of 
British and Foreign Postage Stamps. 


And stationed there, they please the eye The swimming fish of Newfoundland 
In all a strange variety ; Tells of the staple of its strand ; 

From many a distant land they come Australia’s swan, to those who know it, 
To meet their congeners at home ; The rara avis of the poet. 

Brightly the vivid pages glow, The kings and queens of countless peoples 
And every stamp, in every row, Are plain as vanes upon our steeples ; 
That strikes the eye may strike a chord Arms and device of distant nations 

On memory’s harp, and all that’s stored Appear correct in proper stations ; 

In memory’s chambers bring to light, While portraits with correct intent, 

In full perfection at its sight. Portray the heads they represent ; 
Guiana’s ship, if silent, sings Affording an epitome 


Of all the products that it brings Of history and geography! 
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Now, for the matter on hand, to prove the appropriateness 
of our paradoxical title. At first blush there seems some shadow 
of reason, and our juvenile critic may well be excused his idea in 
naming bank notes the alias of paper coin, totally ignoring their 
representative character. It must be borne in mind, however. that 
a postage stamp or paper coin, take for instance one of our shilling, 
sixpenny, penny, or other labels, is not a promise of the payment 
of the sum inscribed thereon, but a legal tender to the full value 
thereof. 

This applies, nevertheless, more particularly though not exclu- 
sively, to the postage stamps of our own country, which are 
conveniently available for the transmission of small sums, or the 
fraction of larger ones, by post. Again, many a penny is saved, 
and consequently, according to the old proverb, gained, since a 
penny stamp has attained the legitimate rank of a substitute for 
its equivalent copper coin, it not being considered infra dig to 
receive one or two queen’s heads, when the vulgar metal would 
have been rejected. This world of conventionalities is replete with 
such distinctions without a difference. 

A strange instance of this, and peculiarly characteristic of a 
certain class in society, is the fact that many old ladies of both 
sexes, suffering from tender consciences, will not play cards for 
money, but have no objection to give or take postage stamps for 
their lost or won rubber points! We were much amused at the 
observation of a lady whom we recently met in one of the gam- 
bling towns on the Continent, who exclaimed with horror against 
every species of gaming, but owning to a great hankering after a 
sober hand at whist, qualified her admission by the assertion that 
she never played cards for money, not even for postage stamps! 

In many money-changers’ windows in the City and elsewhere 
may be observed a notification that French and and Belgian postage 
stamps are bought or sold. This is evidently to suit the conveni- 
ence of those inhabitants of France and Belgium who have occa- 
sion to forward trifling amounts to their friends or creditors abroad, 
or vi_e versa, those who have received such payments here. This 
arrangement, perhaps, strictly considered, is a private one, not 
tantamount to the universal practice prevailing in England, so that 
the remark we made to that effect may almost stand unmodified. 

It is true that what is termed a postage currency, was in use in 
the United States during the fiscal confusion consequent on their 
internal wars. But this byno means corresponded with the custom 
alluded to, the engraved slips being, in point of fact, government 
bank notes for small sums, and having little in common with post- 
age stamps other than their nec.ssary appellation. Similar substi- 
tutes for small ehange were rencered necessary in Italy amidst the 
recent monetary difficultivs.-—7o be continued. 
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Reviews of Philatelic Publications. 
A descriptive Price List of all American and Foreign Postage 
Stamps. Eighteenth Edition. New York: J. W. Scorr & Co. 


‘There's not so many people collecting now as there used to be 
four years ago,”’ so say the croakers ; but will they tell us how it 
is that the different pe arties making this science their business kee ‘p 
issuing such expensive price lists ¢ 

We have just received the eighteenth edition of the above work, 
and we must say that itisdecidedly superior to anything ever before 
attempted. The cover is a master-piece of typhographiec art, the 
principal feature of which consists of some finely engraved postage 
stamps printed in carmine ink (which we understand, costs 850 per 
lb.,) surrounded by a beautiful border of flowers printed in pale 
ultramarine blue.’ The lette ring is in three colors, which shows 
off to great advantage on the white paper. Ourchief objection to 
the work lies in its beauty, as we venture to predict that at least 
one-half of its purchasers will remove the cover to adorn the title 
page of their albums. 

The inside of the work is the same style as before, being illustra- 
ted with numerous engravings all through. It is brought up to the 
latest date, the new Spain and Italian stamp being quoted. 

The great feature of the work, however, consists in the fact that 
besides giving the price both clean and cancelled, at which stamps 
are sold, it also gives the prices its publishers pay for stamps ; this 
is effected by asystem of signs that are easily understood, the 
author has taken out a copyright for this great improvement. On 
looking, over the prices we are almost tempted to believe the remark 
quoted in the first line, as we notice that all stamps are marked 
down much below European prices; thus we notice French Republic 
stamps, that sell in England at 22 cents, marked at thee and six 
cents, and the same with Brazil, Ecuador, Hong Kong, and nearly 
all other stamps. Many uneancelled stamps are marked at less 
than their face value in currency; but we do not attribute this re- 
markable fall in the price to the decadence of the science, but to 
the fact of large purchases made by the dealers since the fall of 
gold to 110. 

Independant of its long and accurate price list, it also forms a 
ke y or guide to The American Postage Stamp Album, giving all 
the information that is omitted in that work. All the stamps that go 
on one page of the album are kept together in the list, which will 
be a great help to amateurs possessing that album. 

In our review of the last olthien. we noticed several imperfections 
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in the type, these have happily been done away with in the present 
edition. Before closing, we would make one suggestion to the 
poems, and that is, that in the nineteenth edition, which we 
ope shortly to welcome, that the pages bé reduced about an inch 
in width to allow of its being easily inserted in the breast pocket. 


Correspondence. 


THE SHANGHAI STAMPS. 


“ To THE EDITOR OF THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY” : 


Dear Srr,—I notice in the February number of the Journal, an article on the“ Shang- 
hai stamps,” in which the writer says, ‘‘ The stamps first prepared were engraved on 
wood, “I think he is not correct in the assertion; but is probably like most persons who state 
anything without knowing the facts—partly right and partly wrong. Some years since, 
I received a set of stamps from a leading merchant of Shanghai, therefore | know them to 
be genuine, on close examination, I came to the conclusion that the central device (dragon 
surrounded by scroll work) was engraved upon wood, and the name and value, both in 
English and Chinese, was set up in type and rule, and the whole printed together; this 
will easily account for the misspelt varieties noted in some of the European magazines. 

PHILADELPHIA. A PHILATELIST. 





THE ST. LOUIS STAMPS. 
“To THE EDITOR OF THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY ” : 


Dear Srr,—I write you in ali haste to tell you of a wonderful discovery just made, and 
that is that all unused French Stamps came from France !—but I know you will find out 
who originally made this grand discovery, so I will not take the credit to myself. Now 
Mr Editor seriously is it not an insult to every inteligent collector for M. Marcou (Albis) to 
make such a ridiculous statement, that uncancelled stamps of a given country must be 
counterfeit because they came from the country they represent. But in the next case, he 
tells a downright falshood, and I will wager my reputation,that he had never seen one 
copy of the St Louis Stamps uncancelled, when he wrote his foolish letter. I think you 
will admit that I have certainly seen as many of these stamps as anyone, and out of 
the large quantity that I succeeded in unearthing ‘there was but one uncancelled copy,and 
that as I understand it went to France, he may possibly have seer *hat afterward. I should 
not have written this letter to refute statements proceeding from such a source, but that 
I was very sorry to see that a gentleman of such acknowledged ability as ‘“ Cosmopolitan ” 
should give the least credence to such statements. 

New York City. Cc. J. 8. 


Answers to Correspondants. 

T. C. B., Wasuineton.—The stamps you sent for our inspection 
were engraved by Pellas, of Genoa, in 1863, as a design for the pro- 
posed new issue for Italy. 

B. W. P.. MontrEaL.—The 8 pence, crimson, New Foundland, 
is a reprint, it was never officially issued in that color. 

8. B. G., WILLIAMsToN.- We will attend to your article in our next. 


H. E. 8., Hartrorp.--If you will buy stamps at less than half 


their value, you must expect to get counterfeits. 
A. B. C., Derrorr.--We shall be glad to receive the promised 
communication. 
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Paper Coins and Medals. 
FROM THE BOY'S JOURNAI 


(Centinuel from page 28 


The first part of our title may be now dismissed, the little proof 
of its propriety required being exhaustive of the subject ; we will 
now therefore proceed to the consideration of the second portion 
which will need a v+-ry much more extensive and discursive amount 
of argument. 

We have no Johnson at hand for reference to the learned lexico- 
grapher’s definition of a medal, but no doubt it is somewhat to the 
effect of its being ‘‘a reminder of contemporary occurrences,”’ 
such was the idea prevailing in the mind of the talented geologist, 
Dr. Gideon Mantell, when he so elegantly designated fossils as the 
Medals of Creation. 

The devotees to geology, and they alone, can judge how wonder- 
fully appropriate is such a title to these durable memorials of the 
events they silently commemorate ; events which myriads of ages 
may obscure, but which tens of myriads will be powerless to con- 
sign to oblivion, while the Medals of Creation exist in countless 
multitude to stamp with truthful and unmistakeable certainty 
those marvelous operations of nature! 

The valuable services rendered to history by well-accredited 
medals of the kind usually implied by that term are too univers- 
ally acknowledged for an enlarged eulogy. How many a doubted 
occurrence, how many an otherwise forgotten circumstance, how 
many a nice but disputed point in more or less distant periods, are 
rendered clear and unmistakable as the sun at noon-day by the 
contemplation of commemorative medals ! 

Births, deaths, marriages, corronations, battles, and victories, are 
vividly and accurately pictured by their agency ; and a complete 
collection of a country’s medals embodies its civil, commercial, and 
military history, in everlasting type. 

Proceed we now after this lengthened but not impertinent pream- 
ble, to the consideration and proof of a postage stamp’s right to 
the denomination of a ** Paper Medal.” 

The sole objection liable to be raised against such an appellation, 
is the nondurability of paper; the principle and inalienable 
characteristic of a medal being its permanent quality. How is this 
indispensable qualification attainable in the case of a delicate pos 
tage stamp ‘ 

The query, a poser to the non-itiated in ‘** Philately,” is now 
readily responded to by the postage-stamp amateur, who trium- 
yhantly produces his postage-stamp album. Therein as we have 
\inted above, lie geography, history, dates, peculiarities of produce 
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and cominerce, emblems, and, though not actually portrayed wars 
and revolutions, their undoubted consequences accurately and 
permanently chronicled in due chronological order. 

Writing as we are primarily for the benefit of the major or 
juvenile portion of our readers, we may take occasion to explain 
a word employed which may possibly be a novelty tosome of them, 
and which they would vainly turn overthe pages of any dictionary 
hitherto published to discover. We trust, however, this existing 
blank in our dictionaries and cyclopedias will ere long be filled up. 
We mean the word ‘‘ Philately.” 

In the early days of postage-stamp collecting, its amateurs, prin 
cipally juveniles, were content to bear the unpretending 
legitimate English appellation. But when the /wrore was ap- 
proaching its present respectable proportions, and became patron- 
ised by maturer age and more scientific minds, its acknowledged 
dignity demanded a proportionably suitable name. The French 
adopted at first the name of 7imbromanie, Anglice, Timbromania. 
The double entendre implied in the word, gave rise naturally to 
sarcastic remark from those who had not discrimination enough to 
discover the real utility of the novel pursuit: and a well-known 
Parisian collector, now, alas! seceded from our fraternity, proposed 
the word philatelie, with its corresponding derivatives. 

The Greek words philos a friend, and ¢e/so a tax, representing 
that they are free from further expense. This seems the best word 
obtainable from a classical source, the total impossibility of finding 
a Greek or Latin equivalent for what the Greeks or Romans never 
dreamed of—a _ postage-stamp—precluding a less far-fetched 
synonym. 

The proprietry of application to the dead languages for the name 
of so very recent a fancy is questionable ; but the heretofore used 
French word affording a handle for would-be wits to joke about 
what they had not sense to understand, and English not being well 
calculated for compound appellations, what was to be done‘ For 
our own part we should have been inclined to call into service the 
German tongue ; more especially as the Germans were among the 
earlier, if not the earliest, postage-stamp colleetors. We question, 
however, whether such long-winded, crackjaw words as Poststam- 
pelsammler or Postmarkenlichhaber would have ever fallen into 
general vogue. 

‘* Charity begins at home.’* The converse is the case in the 
present instance. It would be far more charitable or rather friendy, 
to take the word charitable in its legitimate sense, and not to touch 
upon home affairs here, except to remark that owr paper medals 
will testify to the long reign of the same sovereign ; and long, long 
may be ere the cry is raised ‘‘the Queen is dead, long live the 
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King !’> Wemust perforce add, that they will prove the vaga 
ries of postal officials; the discontinuance of a tenpenny stamp when 
that value is required for thousands of letters every month; the 
emission of ninepenny and threepenny ones, while there is little 


( mployment for the latter and none whatever for the former ; and 
the existence of a variety of envelope impressions, the great rarity 
of which, post-marked, will certify their existence, as is really the 
case, to be scarcely, if at all, known to the community at large. 

We need not travel far, nevertheless, for excellent examples of 
the truth of our proposition. A complete or even partial collection 
‘rench postage labels will afford a correct idea of the various 
overnments of France for the past eighteen years 
he beautifully impressed head of the Goddess of Liberty will 
state the duration of the Republic ; the portrait of Louis Napoleon 
luring his presidency, accompanied with the same inscription, 
will not only chronicle the modification of that Republic, but show 
how astutely that consummate politician was preparing the public 
mind for his appearance in all imperial effulgence. These grada 
tions are quite noticeable in the leaves devoted to the French 

tamps: and it will be remarked, moreover, that ten years have 
elapsed after his Imperial Majesty's accession ere he assumed the 
laurels of Ceesars! 
1usual number and varied appearance of the pages hold 
ing the representatives of the adjoining country will puzzle the 
antiquaries offuture generations. Like some of the geological ones, 
the paper medals of Spain will need an explanatory glossary. 
Ocular inspection will pronounce move than one quecn to 
reigned from 1850 to 1867, whereas the page of history will vouch 
for the unity of Her Catholic Majesty faking it for granted that 
the numerous profiles of that august p:rsonage are all faithful, 
yur more enlightened posterity will recognise the, to them perhaps, 
problematical existence of such youth-restoring and beauty-pre 

serving artistes as Madame Rachael. 

The almost annual issue of the Spanish stamps will tend besides 
to hint one or two peculiarities in the official arrangements of their 
country. If it be truly reported that the superseded individuals 
are not called in and exchanged for currency by the government 
asin other places, but are left valueless in the hands of their luck 
less possessors at the time of withdrawal, they will bear witness to 
bine paltry shifts necessitated by the pov rly ol 


f Spain's exchequer. 


Another reason assigned for ringing the changes so frequently is, 
ie prevalence of forgeries among the modern representatives of 


' 99 oa 
Castilian honor 


To he Cr yntin ilé d 
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The Chronological System. 
BY WALTER C. HOWARD. 


Continued from page 102, Vol. 11. 





LSG64, 
ARGENTINE REPUBLIC 


5 centavos, re 


\ 


HAMBURG 


1‘ shilling, violet 


Creen 


HANOVER 


10 oreen P 
15 ee biue ’ 
plennige, green 
BADEN 
HOLSTEIN 
irmes ¢ ea ud, sque 
+7 Yun r 
1 kreuzer, black ae ‘ 
> “ 1] 13 schilling, in square, blu 
6 blue ‘ l 
‘ ° a es 
9 ” brown ; Circle, Dit : 
14 large ietters, blue 
BARBADOES 
ITAI 
Britannia seated } 
6 pence, vermillion ‘ 
1 centesimi, slate green 
CEYLON 2 4 brown 
Head. Viet 
5 pence, green I H 
TA RICA ) centesimi, slate 
COS tif 
AR 10 buft 
Vountain View 15 “é blue 
4 reals, green 1) ‘ eentie 
1 peso, orange 1() carmine 
—— { let 
CORRIENTES — 
2 lire, vermillion 
Head, Liberty. 
(8 centavos,) green LUBECK 


CUBA AND PORTO RICA 
Head, Isahetla 


1 real platta, black on vellow 
I b 


1+ schilling, brown 


LUXEMBURG 
Ls green on pink 
1 Hy “ blue on orange , : 
2 - . red on pink 1 centime, brown 
10 e lilae 
DENMARK. 5 “ Bieaa 
ivmes i l 37 brown 
4 skillings, red 7 
16 = slate LUZO 
S 1857. Spain 
DUTCH INDIES : 
t real plata, gree! 
Ful! face Portrait 
10 cents, carmine t 1864 . 


3*s cents. black on buff 

GERMANY, Norrn 6 ‘ ereen on rose 

Figure of value 12 blue on flesh 

Ly silber groschen, black 25 sd rose on pink 


GREAT BRITAIN, 
Letters in each corner. 


1 penny, red 


MAURITIUS 
He 
5 shillings, violet 


td in ci 
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MECKLENBURG SCHWERIN 


NORWAY 
» schilling, brown t schilling 
Envelopes. RUSSIA 
5 brown 
1 } v 
MECKLENBURG STRILITZ ' 
) 
sill Ss 
SANDWI¢ S| S 
l \ 
1 s ng 1g " 
a A i 
» 
} al 
SCHLESW It 
En € 
l se ~ 1 Py 
t ros 
T \\ 
SPAT 
MEXICO 
z s " 
I { ’ 
19 
l g h 
2 \ 19 
{ "4 7 
reen lr brown ) } 
-. ‘i , 
. biue on 
MONTEVIDEO UNITED STATES 
-nvelapes 
6 1s rmir H 
~ crres ) 
n 3 cents. W te paper, rose 
0 
l G ros 
12 blu ‘ 
3 wh 
NEW GRANADA 6 t 
6 
) I Vos ng e 
10 l ~~ row! 
20) 0 t 
0 en RA 
1 peso, \ 
rea 
NEW SOUTH WALES 
1 penny, red ICTORIA 
Registered, yellow and blue H 
ed and blue 2 pence, vir 


Newspaper, oval, red 


Tue FRANKING PRIVILEGE IN THE UNITED StatTes.—An illustra- 
tion of the use of the franking privilege in the United States is 
given in a Davenport paper. There arrived at the Post Office of 
that city a registered letter, duly franked, in the shape ofa large 
canvas covered trunk weighing at least three hundred and _fifty 
pounds. It was mailed at Washington, and directed to San Fran 
cisco. The bill for abolishing all such powers of franking in future, 
has passed, however, and comes into operation, on and after the 
ist of July in the current year.—TZhe Phiiatelist. 
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Newly Issued Stamps. 
Unitep States.—We feel remarkably jubilant this month, hav- 
ing to chronicle a new emission for our own country, especial] 
as they are stamps that Americans can excercise their reputed forte 
on, for, however, much they may brag of them, 
they cannot praise the new issue more than they 
deserve. 

We annex a first-class engraving of the three 
cent stamp, printed in the correct color. It is the 
first stamp that has ever been printed in any 
magazine in the original color. It is the hand- 
somest stamp ever engraved. 

[It is issued by the strongest, richest, and most 
progressive nation on the earth. The portrait is 
an excellent likeness of one of the best men who 
ever lived, and sha'i we add, the issue was first described in ** Tur 
AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY.”’ 

For reference, we reprint from the extra of 25th March : 

1 cent, Franklin, ultramarine blue 12 cent, Clay, dark purple. 

2 * Jackson, Van Dyke brown 15 ‘* Webster, rich orange. 
3‘ Washington, malori green 24 ‘ Seott, pure purple. 








6 ‘* Lineoln, pale carmine 30 “ Hamilton, black. 
10 “ Jefferson, light brown 90 *‘* Perry, carmine. 


The new issue of envelopes will be of the same design as the 

stamps, but the shape will be oval; they will be ready about the 
Ist of July, and from the proofs we have seen, judge them to be 
worthy companions to the adhesives. They are engraved by an 
old friend of ours, an earnest Philatelist, and constant reader of 
the Journal. We have also seen several beautiful essays for the 
new envelopes, the design of the principal ones are as follows. -12 ct, 
eagle on branch, to right, surrounded by 32stars, encircled UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA, TWELVE CENTS, with figure 12 under lictor’s 
Jaces, at each side. The whole is enclosed in an octagon. The device 
and lettering is embossed in white on colored ground. 15 same as 
last, with the eagle in centre on a rock. The next design was 
probably prepared at the time the 15 cent envelope was first talked 
about ; the design is identical with the 2c. envelope, with the head 
of Lincoln in place of Jackson. 

Russra.—The 5 kopee envelope issued some eight months since, 
has proved a short-lived affair, it having been super- 
ceded by one of the annexed design. Our Bath 
contemporary supposes that the die must have been /& 
injured, but from the appearance of the inscription, \= 

/ 
\ 








—_ 
{W245 
Ju 8 


we should opine that it shared a very common failing 
with mankind, 7// said foo much, anyhow it is very 
evident that its successor says less. 
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SwItTZERLAND.—We annex a cut of a newly issued stamp foi 
the Cantonof Geneva. Asthe description denotes, 
“PRix it is used by the director of prisons. If every 


|= q Swiss official is to be furnished with a stamp for 
(s himself to ‘** play pretty with,’ philatelists had 





= =\ better let them keep their stamps, and play with 
— ihe ~| them, for we cannot think that they can have any 
i f' ~} wuse for them. We give the engraving, that ou 
= » a =/ . a 
é\ CS, readers may know what the stamp is if they 
7 wf . , . , . . 
XG VT should see it: but we think the collection of such 


eT stamps is calculated to take away much of the 
interest from a collection, and to form the con- 

necting link to admit revenue and other lables, or even pictures. 
BAVARIA.—Our next two engravings do not give us a chance to 
show our colored inks as they 
are both printed in black. They 
represent resuscitated returned 
Mette tee eee letter stamps: the former 
Regensburg. for Regensburg or Ratisbon, 
and the latter for the Rhenish City of Spires. 
We should, however, warn collectors not to put too 
much faith in these lables until we get fuller infor - 

mation concerning them 











Commission 

















BerRGEN.—The engraving of the stamp emploved in this town, has 
been changed to the annexed design. It is printed 
on unwatermarked paper, and is unperforated. 

We can only say, as the old Seotch clergyman 
said to his wife after waking her up in the middie of 
his sermon, ** | dinna fall in love with you for your 
beauty, that the whole congregation can testify.”’ 





ba 
2 SKILLING 


Sanpwich IsLanps.—We annex the particulars concerning the 
accompanying engraving, from the Ph//alelist. 
This figure represents a rarity from a well-known 








Wie tS Town collection, not generally Known, though once 
ie sf mentioned in M. Mahe’s magazine. The difference 
Tey a between it, and that of the similar but not identiéal 
«132 type, is apparent ata glance: the word HAWAIIAN 
. 2: being replaced by nu. t. « Uv. s. (Hawaiian Island 
FLX | and United States). The curious dotted square 
132 Cents. between the numerals and word of value is also 








peculiarly distinetive. The impression is pale blue 
on thin paper, and the stamp postmarked with a cirele formed of 
seven thick lines. 
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TurKEY.—The envelope stamp figured in last month's paper, has 
three companions, only one of which was then mentioned. The 
set consists of the following 

| piastre, yellow. 3 piastres, dark orange. 
14 ‘* brown rie violet. 

CEYLON has just issued anew 2 penny stamp, similar design to 
the current penny, color violet. The shilling stamp is now printed 
bright violet 

NaTtTAL.—The one penny, yellow, noted in our February number 
turns out to be a fiscal, instead of postage stamp. 

New Granapa.—In future, we shall keep this line standing, for 
it appears we are to have an addition to our stock from this coun 
try every month. 

We have now to announce a stamp that we take to belong toa 
new issue of Sobreportes, although that word is lacking. The 


design consists of arms in centre, with the name above in half 


circle ; nine stars below, CORREOS NALES in curved line above, 25 
CENTAVOS below; the figures 25 are repeated five times in small 
circles ateach side. Itis printed in black on blue paper, and is 
unperforated. 

CANADA.—The one cent reduced in size is now out. The color 


is the same as before. The 124 cents. will be replaced with one of 


the value of eight cents. 

Hayti.—Circumstances have lately come to our knowledge 
~ausing us to look with some doubt on this stamp ; we only wish 
to put collectors on their guard, pending information expected by 
us every day. 

HoLLAND.—We hear rumors of two new stamps for this country 
being in preparation. The designs will be similar to the rejected 
Belgian, and they will be used for the same purpose that It was 
intended for. They are to be printed in black on colored paper, 
the values will be five and ten cents, blue and orange, respectively. 


Our Exchange Table. 


The Philatelist, good as usual, comes promptly to hand, and 
contains an able article on ** The Stamps of British North America,” 
by W. D. Atlee. The Sandwich Island essays deseribed we think 
we recognized as humbugs, that used to be not unfrequently seen 
in New York, but have been one by one discarded by their owners 
till there is not one left that we know of. 

The Stamp Collector’ s Magazine as usual in their article : ‘* Our 
Contemporaries,’ quote the worst article in the number of our 
paper they are reviewing, of course it would not do to let Euro- 
pean collectors think that an American paper ever published any 
articles that would be of interest to (heir readers. When the papers 
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of this country were nothing but advertising sheets, and could not 
possibly be looked on as its equal, they were always largely copied 
from, but now that they are their equal to it, and they cannot possi 
bly ignore them, they content themselves with making extracts that 
are calculated to giv philatelists a poor opinion of them. 

An engraving is given of thedoubtful Nashville stamp, and it is 
considered genuine, why? because it is owned in London. A de 
scription was given (we believe taken from the identical stamp) in 
The Stamp Collector's Hand-Book three years ago, but was « 
course not worth noticing in the ‘‘leading organ of stamp collee 
tors,’ because it was described in an American paper. The spec 
men spoken of last month as be ing in the collection of Mr. Scott, 
was sent to Mr. MeNish to identify, but he being in the country, 
has not yet received the letter, but we hope by next month to be able 
to give our readers full particulars. ** Papers for beginners,”’ is 
rth reading 

The Postman s Knock is first to hand this month. and we are 
sorry to see that it is the last number that will be issned, especially 
as the reason of its discontinuance, is the sickness of the editor, 
Mr. Craig. Among the ‘*‘ Notes and Queries,” we find the fol 


CANAD WW ry ( ate ( . ‘ ilar ! large 
I ~ 1 y T Ss \ ! hi { } flere Ac ~ 
their fa pa stage i ] l ~ i 
Wi t confes ] we were extremely . many s neness « 
t s I ( is n s ino peg wi t ha Ss t now w 
te tte! I s ses (Canadian 
lf ’ < \ s surcharg 4p. 81 { ‘ houre 
1) l l ild | m ‘ toany P.M s I s ! 
stamps et tall, an g self 
trou I hen he did s he y mis n on sales 
| s S I resent 
s ! ¥ rarely afi Lt f < S vally 
rean s who w a vy them In ul ties a s r sendit 
I ive i 1 nting delay il makil if ir cas mig be 
go | iose nots mi pr ybable that P. M’s w 11 trou e ot first sti 
} ng then erwal vl} \ 
impressing the envelopes w the common “ Parp” har 
Secondly, no subordinate P. M. would dare to surch i. stamp inthe way, as he w 1 
Ss I r atte I t \ 
OFT « } he G. P. O.« l } v will 
read the P. M. G’s. report of the original stock remaining on hand at the time the cent igst 
came in use, will s that there never was anv lack, either of the eightpence sterling labels 
or of any of the « ers 
Thirdly aP. M-sh i daringly change the v: : ; ch attempt 
not taken notice of as swindling t would be regaried merely as an obliteration and t 
surcharged stamp would count the poster of the letter exactly « ialfpenny. while the 
recipient would have t sul It Singing songs o! na le! as he 
over’ d le postage on mis nsufficiently pre 


We notice in the ‘* Answers to Correspondence,’ our remarks on 
the reduction in size of Canadian stamps again refered to, and as it 
seems that none of our friends took our remarks as they were ment 


we may as well state that we intended them as a joke on the * blu 
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noses,”’ or asa querry ; but our New Brunswick friend makes a slight 


mistake in regard to the fire, as we were told about the new issue 


being in preparation by Mr. Jones, the engraver, (who is also treas- 


urer of the British and North American Bank Note Company) in our 


building, 34 Liberty Street, before the fire, which, by the way, only 
destroyed the press room, not a single plate of stamps, or any 
thing else being destroyed. 


Reviews of Philatelic Publications. 


A descriptive Price List of all American and Fore iqn Postan 
Stamps. Nineteenth Edition. New York: J. W. Scott & Co 


[t was only last month that we reviewed the last edition of this 
work, and now in less than one month, the entire edition of one 
thousand is exhausted, and a new one ready, this is brought up to 
the present time; and all the new stamps not marked in the last 
edition noted, such as the new Cuba, Turkish envelopes, c. 
Some of the prices are considerably lower. The size is increased 
to 36 pages, and a beautiful frontispiece of colored engravings 
added. 

[It would be superfluous to recommend it to our readers, as 
eighteen thousand have been sold within four years, and probably 
there is not a stamp collector in the United States and Canada who 
is not possessed of one or other of its numerous editions, we 
therefore close our remarks, expecting soon to see our editorial 
table invaded by the twentieth edition. 


Index and Title Pages to the Postman’'s Knock and The Stamp 
Collector’ s Monthly Gazette, By J. W. Scott. 

Advanced collectors are much indebted to this gentleman for 
indexing the numbers of these two works, not that the volumes in 
question are of much use to the Philatelists, but still a few valua 
ble pieces of information are to be gate ‘red from their pages ; but 
we are getting into a review of the books instead of the pages we 
started on. 

Every article concerning stamps has been correctly classified, 
and beautifully printed on good paper, together with an appropri 
ate title page, at the foot of which the compiler states that ‘*it is 
printed, that nothing may be lost that can in any way help Phil 
ately.’? They were ‘prepared to finish pea tdagan preparatory 
to binding, to adorn the shelves of Mr. Scott’s library, which is 
the most complete one of its kind in the country, as it contains 
nearly every work that has ever published any articles pertaining 
to Philately. 
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Correspondence. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY 


DEAR SIR In the March number of the ‘“Journa there appears a communication, 

signed P at st.” in whicl he writer takes xception to the t ated in gard to 
earls Shanghai Stamy t i printed from a wood di W he nfort m that the 

information given in the February number of the “ Journal ” was obtained direct from Mr 
\dams, the manager and organizer of the office by Mr. Prov I of Shang! 
1 think W icknowledge,. if Mr. Adams does not know a ibout them, nobody . 

herefore until Mr. Adams corrects his origi statement, w in it reg 

» i s the on ack wets 

Ver ur 


COSMOPOLITAN, 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY.’ 


DEAR St Hardly had I 1ished reading Philatelist’s” letter in th J rnal when 
my attent was attracted to the letter below, signed C. J.8 I not sure if I know 
lis gentleman or not If C. J. 8S. means L. W. D., I do and can understand why he is not 
eased wit etter of Mr. Marcon, WhileI feel grateful to him for the unmerit 
compliment he pays me in t latter partof his letter, | am in dispair to think so humblk 
an individu s myself should have caused him a moments sorro I swer sarcas 

and amusing letter! In the first place, Albis”’ never said, stamps uncancelled, coming 
rom their intries, must be counterfeits. nor did he ever imply s was the cas 


Secondly, I have no doubt but C, J. 8. Aas seen more of the St. Louis Stamps than anyon 


se, aud finally, if he will turn to my notes at the foot of the translated article, he w 
ul I did not endorse M. Marcon’s article it gave it for what it was worth. I did say 
I W | son the article, and I r , assertion. Perhaps ¢ S. w 

ke to purchase a few uncancelled St. Louis Stamps, if so, and he w pay t rice de- 
nanded, I can possibly put him in the way of getting them it lw not vouch for the 
enuineness lam a ways glad to have m\ col os (P I ed it, bu 
istly. Will not C. J. 8S. favor Philatelists in general and your } servant, in part 
lar, with an answer to M. Marcon’s letter is“ / fi ) bra Yours 


Clippings. 

Eigéut Hunprep Corres of the Eighteenth Edition of J. W. 
Seott & Co.’s Price List were sold in two weeks, and it is now re 
placed by a new and improved one. 

THE SAME Fre have three new Albums in preparation. One of 
them is a decided novelty, as it is intended to be sold by the page 
instead of the book: but we hope to be able to give it an extra 
review next month. 

We Cup the following from a letter received a short time since, 
merely prefacing it with the information that the collection spoken 
of numbers amongst its stamps, such as postals, as all old issues 
of Spain complete, second issue British Guiana, half peso Peru, 
and others of like value. 

‘* You must think I am very ignorant about the history of Post 
age Stamps, and I confess that lL am, although I commence d, Say, 
twenty years ago, asa matter of curiosity and amusement, still it is 
only within the last two vears that I was aware that stamp collect 
ing was carried on to such an extent. or that there was any such 
person as a postage stamp dealer. When I came across a strange 
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stamp, it was pasted in a book, and [looked on it as a childish 
whim of my own, not having the slightest idea that there were hun- 
dreds of others doing the same thing, and for fear my friend 
might treat the matter with derision. It was never spoken of, nor 
the book seen by anyone (until recently), out of my own family.”’ 

Cusa.—We omited to give the colors of the new issue in our last, 
they are as follows—5 blue, 10 green, 20 bistre, 40 carmine. 

Dignity oF A MatL-CArrter.—Passing over the Orange and 
Alexandria Railroad, a short time since, as the mail was thrown 
off at one of the stations, it was picked up by a negro boy fifteen 
or sixteen years old, who took it on his shoulders, and started for 
the post-office. After proceeding a short distance, he was met by a 
gentleman followed by a dog. As the dog passed the darkey gave 
him a kick, which the gentleman moonnel by seizing him by the 
coat collar, and giving him athorough shaking. As soon as the 
boy recovered from this process, he turned upon the agitator, and 
said, ‘*‘ Look-a-here, massa, you'd better be keerful how you shakes 
dis chile,cos when you shakes me, you shakes de whole United 
States : J carries de mail,— Harper s Monthly. 


Tue Parisian * Brrcwin LANE.’’—The Postage Stamp Exchange, 
formerly held in the Tuileries-garden, but now in the Champs 
Elysees in front of the Cirque d’ lmperatrice, continues its opera- 
tions only every Sunday. It is worth seeing, and hearing the out 
landish pronunciations of foreign countries, as buyers and sellers 
announce their wants. During the week these stamp-brokers loaf 
about the Poste Restante, soliciting the stamps from the strangers 
who there receive their letters. The price of rare stamps varies 
from one to five franes.— Nottingham Express. 


Answers to Correspondence. 

+. H. L., Philadelphia.—We only want to buy those marked in 
the List. 

R. A. M., South Orange.—They cannot be genuine at that price, 
as any large dealer would be glad x take 1,000 sets at the figure. 

R. F., New Haven.—Our publishers will sell collection of crests 
such as you name, at about two dollars. 

S. and B., Middletown.—The Canadian envelopes were acci- 
dentally omitted from the list, it is corrected in the 19th Edition, 
now ready. 

G. E. D.. Toronto.—The Island of Heligoland is one mile long, 
and about half that distance wide. The population is about 2,000, 
living in 400 houses. The name means Holy Land. 

A. B. C., Detroit.—We are unacquainted with the person you 
name. 














1870. } Ture AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY. 53 


Paper Coins and Medals. 
FROM THE “ BOY'S JOURNAL.” 


(Continued from page 43.) 


The next kingdom in geographical affinity is Portugal. Among 
its stamps, which, by the way, we may remark fill one—or perhaps 
when the current emission is completed—two, or three ofthe more 
attractive pages of our albums, owing to their delicate cameo-like 
appearance and well-contrasted hues, stand a queen and two kings 
exhibiting to remote ages the fact, did no other corroborative evi- 
dence exist, that the Portuguese, as well as the Spanish, were not 
hampered by the Salie law. Like his royal neighbour also, who 
seems so capricious in the arrangement of her hair, the trivial but 
possibly characteristic fact lies recorded that Don Pedro V, some- 
times did, at times did not, show a parting! 

One of the most interesting and instructive pages in a stamp- 
collector's album is that, perhaps devoted to the multifarious emis- 
sions of Schleswig- Holstein, both separately and conjointly. Cast 
your eyes over them, and remark the numerous and apparently 
unnecessary changes rung upon Schleswig and Holstein, and Sch- 
leswig-Holstein, and with a very superficial explanation you must 
own they form a valuable series of ‘* paper medals.”’ We have 
before us such a chronologically arranged page ; let us follow the 
due order. 

On the top lie a pair representative of the abortive insurrection 
of 1850. They did duty only from the November of that year until 
February, 18: 52, and are now worth their weight in gold if genuine 
antiques. But the Wardour Streets of Hamburg or Switzerland are 
prepared with a warranted supply to any amount, so their a 
need not be unfilled. They bear the arms of the united duchies. 

A dozen years rolled on, while this solitary couple remained 
“ alone in their glory’’; sometimes allowed a page to themselves, 
but usually in albums, and ever in catalogues, uncerimoniously 
lumped in with the Danish. Then appears the little cloud, smaller 
than a man’s hand; but of what a tempest, has it not already been 
the forerunner! And though that tempest seems now lulled for a 
time, who shall say how soon and how terribly it may burst forth 
again, and how many powers, potentates, and postage stamps it 
may consign to retirement! The secession from the parent king- 
dom of Denmark took place, and the Holstein issue of 1864 ap- 
peare d. <A couple of types commemorate this phase in the duchies’ 
history, slightly but decidedly differing from each other, yet closely 
resembling the earlier Danish emissions; the post-horns. ornament- 
ations, and central wreath being identical with those running from 
1861 till 1863. Those like the first pair are unperforated, and were 
soon superseded by one or more varying from the Danish pattern, 
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but still retaining the posthorns. This stamp was semi-perforated 
by the roulette. Contemporary with them started a pair from 
Schleswig, and those evinced decided Prussian rather than Danish 
proclivities, being modelled on the prevalent North German fashion 
set by the Prussians in 1861, impressed in relief on poor paper 
imperfectly dentelated, and adopting a value corresponding with 
the highest employed by its gwasi protectors. 

Another twelvemonth would appear to have eradicated the slight 
remaining influence uniting the Holsteiners to the Danes; and a 
set of five stamps, purporting to represent the postal conjunction 
of both duchies, forms the fourth row in the albums of philatelists. 
These are still more Prussianized, if we may be allowed the term, 
taking care to inform us that the 14 schilling is equivalent to the 
North German silbergroschen, and the 4 sch, to its 3s. g.; coloring 
moreover the latter value in accordance with the ugly hue of its 
monetary prototype. 

This unity of stamp issue by the duchies did not prove perma- 
nent, a few months producing a separate and complete series for 
both Schleswig and Holstein. The two sets are identical in values, 
and nominally, but in no instance exactly so, in hue. The 4 seh. 
of Holstein continues to inform us specially that it equals 3 silber- 
groschen, while that of Schleswig as well as the 14 sch. are evident- 
ly struck from the same dies as were employed in 1864, the latter 
being now mauve in lieu of green, and the rich rose of the former 
exchanged for what the French call bistre. The die of the lower 
value having been thus employed for both emissions, and probably 
more used than the 4 sch., might have become worn out, and re 
quired a renewal of the plate; but on the contrary it is the 1} sch. 
of Holstein that has been subjected to change—for what reason, 
political or otherwise, we are not at present in a position to 
announce. 

Leaving Europe for awhile, ] t us take an imaginary run, swifter 
even than allowed by the electric cable, and give a hasty glance at 
the impressions of the distant province of New Granada. Here 
again its shoals of ‘* paper medals”’ evince the unsettled govern- 
ment of the distrnted states of Spanish America. The first two 
series are inscribed as presentative of the Grenadine Confederation; 
the third declares it belongs to the United States of New Granada, 
while the succeeding and current issues purport to emanate from 
the United States of Columbia, fully declaring the glorious uncer- 
tainiy or the revolutionary caprice of the country with regard to 
its own rightful name. 

Rapidly scampering over the vast regions separating the north- 
west from the south-east of South America we arrive at Monte 
Video, and find there the same confusion of nomenclature as in 
New Granada. 
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Beside the emissions previously noticed, we find a strange look- 
ing type for the province of Corrientes; and yet all the places do or 
did nominally appertain tothe same government. Geography and 
history are here quite at fault to elucidate the obscurity ; but when 
a lucid account of the revolutionary disturbances of those remote 
provinces shall appear, our‘: paper medals’’ will serve as admirable 
illustrations. 

Strongly contrasted with their erratic kindred will be found the 
Spanish colonists of the western coasts, the Peruvians and the 
Chilians. The totally unchanged impressions of the latter suffi- 
ciently prove the steady character of their government, when com 
pared with that of other South Awerican states originating from 
Spain. There has been, indeed, no alteration in the die employed 
during the some half-dozen years since the first emission of these 
stamps. The addition ofthe yellow 1 centavo to the current series, 
the blue paper series, of the 5c. and 10c., anda black essay, con 
stitute their sum total. The Peruvians have undergone more 
change: but the device remains to all intents and purposes the 
same, varying only in immaterial minute, totally irrespective of 
political influences. We may remark here that the head on the 
Chilians, so long concluded to be that of Columbus, turns out to 
represent Don Ramon Freyre, a celebrated democratic leader, 
director of the republic in 1823. The word coLon over the por- 
trait, gave rise to the absurd idea of its depicting the great Genoese 
navigator; but we have every reason to believe that it simply 
implies that letters from Chili are sent across the Isthmus of Panama 
to the port of Colon, generally called Aspinwall, in due course of 
transit to the eastern world. The sole tenable objection to this is 
the fact that the low value of 1 centavo, though bearing the name 
of the same port, could scarcely serve for foreign postage ; but this 
we may opine may be answered by the supposition that to avoid 
expense, the same original die was employed for the whole four, 
the value alone being altered. 

The memory of such minor facts as that of a change in the cur- 
rency will be perpetuated by ‘** paper medals.”’ Looking over the 
pages of stamp albuius devoted to our North American colonies, 
it will be remarked that the earlier issues all used the penny of 
their mother country, while the majority of the later ones, the 
decimal system having been adopted by the several governments, 
bear their monetary denominations in cents. To this change we 
are indebted for the elegantly varied current set of Newfoundland. 
Prince Edward Island is at present the sole exponent of the origi- 
nal way of reckoning; but rumours have been for some time 
existent of the approaching appearance of a series for that colony, 
similarly priced with those of its fellow dependencies. 

To be concluded in our neat. 
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The Chronological System. 


BY WALTER C. HOWARD. 


Continued from page 45. ; 


1865, 
BAVARIA. 
Returned Letter Stamps 
irme, black impression. 
Augsburg, 
Bamburg, 
Munchen, 
. variety, 
Nurnburg, 
Wurzburg, 
BELGIUM. 
Head in circle 
30 cents, brown 
1 frank, violet 
BERMUDA. 
Head, Victoria in circl: 
L penny, rose 
2 pence, blue 
6 ; violet 
1 shilling, green 
BRITISH COLUMBIA 
V. crowned 
3 pence, blue 
5 cents, head, rose 
SS blue 
BRUNSWICK. 


Crowned, horse in ova 


1 silber groschen, oblong, yellow 

4’ * upright, black 

1 3 e * rose 

2 . blue 

_ brown 
Envelopes. 


Same as adhesive 
silber groschen, rose 
“ * blue 
brown 
CAPE OF GOOD HOPE 
Hope seated, rectangular 


“ 


2 v9 


} penny, rose 
4 pence, blue 
6 “ lilac 
Lshilling, green 
DENMARK 
Armes in oval 
2 skillings, blue 
3 ° lilac 
Envelope Stamps 
Same as adhesive 
2 skillings, blue 
4 ” red 


4 ie (without S) red 


ECUADOR 
Arms in circle 
real, blue 
1 “ green 
he buff 
EGYPT. 
Geometrical Fiqures 


5 paras, slate green 


he brown 
nD." blue 


1 piastre, lilac 
2 piastres, yellow 


rose 


10 “ slate 


GREAT BRITAIN 
Head, Queen, large letters in 


3 pence, rose 


.'* vermillion 
ie lilac 
eS bistre 
1 shilling green 
HAMBURG ’ 


7 schillings, violet 
HOLLAND, 
Head of king 
5 cents, blue 


WwW “ red 
7 orange 


HOLSTEIN 
Fiqure in oval 
schilling, green 


1 mauve 
Lig rose 
2 “ blue 
4 ' brown 


HONG KONG 
Head, Victoria 


96 cents, brown 


INDIA. 
Head, Victoria. in 
4 annas, oval, green 


“ cirele, “ 
6 “ provisional, lilac ; 
ITALY. 
Head in rectangle 
20 centesimi, blue 
MECKLENBURG. 
Plain ground 
1 silber groschen, red 
MEXICO. 
Arms in oval. ‘ 


3 centavos, brown 








T 


i I 8, Tos 
2 triang 
) llow 
10 7 
20) I 
50 rre 
1] i 
vos, registered, black 
) reco! nded, black 
25 insured, brown 
0 brown 
VY SOUTU WALE® 
l penny, red, (newspaper stamp) 
NEW ZEALAND 
} per ! 
NORWAY 
z Ww 
PRI \ 
V 
ROUMANLA 
y p 
2 ~ yw 
) irmil 
ST DOMINGO 
n 
I Ww 
s I IA 
H 
lL pe black 
i ne ve W 
i) \ 6 
1 shil ng ran 
SANDWICH ISLANDS 
\ ' 
+ ‘ 
‘ SAXONY 
Envelope Siamp. 
ore schen orang¢ 
SCHLESWIG HOLSTEIN 
\ 
ech] ng’, rose 
| 4 green 
l . lilac 
2 ‘ blue 
} brown 
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own 


SHANGHAI 


wn 
lf erni oO 
S {Nn 
und ros 
) row at ros 
l real. grees 
] ivy 1 
rURKEY 

)paras. o l 
) ‘ ow 

ias \ 
) i 
ym range 

OR CONSTANTINOPLE 

rs yl, 
>) oT 
10) ros 

LA GUAIRA 
_ ue 

real, | 
) 
~ P ,) ww 


VICTORIA 


llead |\ 


l penny, green 
8 pen orange 
1 shilling, blue on blue 
9 blue on green 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA 


l penny, straw 
9 pen ve Ww 
1 « cay 
1 shilling, green 
WURTEMBURG 
Envelope Slampe 
1 kreuzer, green 


The St. Christopher stamp noted in another part of the JoURNAL 


has already made its appearance, 
sixpence, it is printed ina beautiful shade of green, It 
handsome addition to our albums. 


° 


the only one we have seen is the 
makes a 
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Newly Issued Stamps. 
Be_ciumM.—We commence this month with a representation of 
the three highest values of this country, which completes the set. 


we 
ny AB. 
iv. a: 
yr | “ 
Fr, 





Comment is unnecessary, as our three beautiful engravings printed 
in the correct colors, give all the required information, 

Sr. CHRISTOPHER (or St. Kitts).— Several years ago, some beauti 
ful essays were prepared by this island, and collectors were daily 
expecting stamps to be issued ; but after awile the matter dropped, 
and now after it is almost forgotten, a new set of essays make their 
appearance. The design ofthese consists of head of Queen Victoria 
to left,in circle, inscribed sT. CHRISTOPHER, POSTAGE, value in words 
beneath. The colors and values are 1 penny, rose, 6 pence, green. 

VictrorraA.—Last month we described the annexed stamp, intend 

ing to say it very much resembled the 1 penny, Cey 

lon ; but somehow matters got mixed, and we stated 
Ds that it was a new issue for Ceylon, which is incor 
DF rect. This is decidedly the finest engraved stamp 
that this country has produced, and itis to be hoped 
that it is but the forerunner of a new set which we 
hope will be permanent. We understand they are 
the work of De La Rue & Co., the celebrated London 
engravers. 

Unirep Statres.—We have lately received several beautiful 
essays prepared in 1869, amongst which may be mentioned the 30 c., 
representing the surrender of Burgoyne, which we have already 
described. The 10 cent, small square, head Lincoln, although 
beautifully engraved, looks rather clumsy. The 90 cent, head of 
Washington instead of Lincoln, is very fine. Amongst the most 
curious, is the 15 cent, with a large figure 15, the size of the stamp 
printed entirely overit. In some of the delicate colors this looks 
very pretty. butin most it only spoils the apperance of the design. 
We also had the 1, 2, 3,15, and 24 cent stamps, with small figures, 
the existence of which have already been noted,they are are all prin- 
ted in a variety of colors. 

GREAT Brirarn.—We understand there is every likelihood of a 
new value being issued for this country, viz.: 4 penny to pay news- 
paper postage at the reduced rate. 
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New GRANADA.--We are now enabled to give an engraving o! 


Rise 






' RRE © : I Ci ar 
\T ; wa ~ 
re AVN en ; 
12h = ~ a /e 
Bilorox Ble nk OS SEE 
CIONALES eS 
the stamp described last month. We meet with quite a difficulty 
in coloring this stamp, as it is printed in black on blue paper ; 
we could copy even this, but we cannot sayif it is the intention of 
our publishers to do so this number. Its two companions wer 
issued atthe same time and tell their own tale. 

HoLttaAnD.—The annexed engraving is in just the same position as 
the New Granada being described in our last and 
also printed on blue paper. The type although plain 
is neat and rich-looking, and in our opinion is 
decidedly the handsomest of any of the tribe of un- 
paid letter labels. The inscription signifies ‘* to pay 

‘ carriage.’ The 10 cent described last month is ex- 





uwctly the same with the exception of a figure 10 
replacing the 5, and the color which is black on 
orange. 

Mavritius.—The one shilling stamp of this island is now prin- 
ted in blue,and the ninepence in green. 

Sparn.---The annexed engraving represents the newly issued 
congress stamp. It will be noticed that the arms : 
of the re a7 have been substituted for those of 
the Queen, but the royal crown still remains. We 
understand it came into use in March. 

Luzon.—After a rest of six years, this once postal- 
ly fertile country again enters the list with a set of 
stamps like the current Cuban, with the exception of 
the date which is omitted. 

Natat.—All the postage stamps of this colony 
now have PosTAGE printed across in small black letters; the same 

: stamps without the inscription are used for revenue labels, but they 
are printed in orange for the 1 penny, the 6d is pink, and the 
j shilling, violet. 

Domintca.—We extract the following from The Slamp Collector’ s 
Magazine. A correspondent of ours has very obligingly communi- 
cated to us a proof impression of the type which has just been 
engraved for this island, obtained by him ofthe engraver himself. 
It isa very charming stamp, rivalling the St. Lucia in its fineness of 
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execution, and to a certain extent resembling it in design, though 
itis by no means a slavish copy. The profile of the Queen, dia 
demed and with pendant curl, occupies the centre, ona solid ground 
formed of very fine waved vertical lines. This is enclosed ina light 
and rather oval frame, with double-lined edges. bearing the word 
DOMINICA in aclearly cut type, slightly raised, and enclosed within 
a kind of label left blank for the value. The spandrils are filled in 
with a delicate open engine-turned pattern, and the stamps comple 
ted by an exterior double-lined frame. The proof before us is struck 
in chrome yellow. Ourcorrespondent gleans from the engraver 
that the emission will take place about the end of the year; but 
neither the values or colors appear to be fixed on as yet. 


United States Local Stamps. 
BY J. W. SCOTT. 
(Continued from page 132, Vol. 11.) 

BLOOD’S DESPATCH for the Post OFFICE, in scrolls, printed in 
black on a ground of pale blue. The word BLooDs in script capitals 
is shown on the tinted ground under the black inscription. 

Oblong ; black, on blue groundwork; white paper. It was 
used in Philadelphia, in 1848, and is now very scarce, which fact, 
we presume, is the reason it has never been counterfeited. 

CUMMINGS CITY POST, 2 CENTS, surrounding circle enclosing 
sealed letter. 

Square : blac k impression on pink paper. 

This is re the most_wretchedly engraved stamp that ever 
carried a letter. It was used in New York, in 1846; genuine ones 
are very scarce. 

CouNTERFEIT.—This is a very good imitation, but can easily be 
detected by the following Zest: In the genuine, the shading on 
each side of the letter is very close at the bottom and get more 
open towards the top. In the counterfeit, the lines are the same 
distance apart all the way up: the left hand upper corner of the 
letter touches the circle, whereas in the genuine, there is a distinct 
space between. 

There is one remarkable thing connected with local stamps, that 
may as well be mentioned here as elsewhere. We refer to the fact 
that they are nearly all without exception cancelled, with initials 
instead of a regular post mark, and yet all the proprietors of the 
local offices seem to be well provided with cancelling stamps, for 
instance, the letter before us has Cummings stamp in the upper left 
hand corner of fold, cancelled with the initials A.H.C.,under this it 
is stamped PAID, A. er 0, in red ink, and in the centre is stamped a 
device representing a steam engine on legs, galloping with CUMMINGS 
above and EXPRESS below, with 2 and crs. in small squares to 
the right and left. 
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We have also seen letters bearing W ells Fargo & Co.’s pony express 
stamps, stamped with a large design, nearly identical with the 
stamps, only oval instead of square, and about three inches long. 

BROADWAY above Post OFFICE, below, is octagon, steam engine 
in centre. Lithographed, black impression, on thick white paper. 

CouNTERFEIT.—This is a pretty fair imitation, but not near so 
fine as the genuine 7es¢. In the genuine, the frame is composed of 
two lines, the outside one is thin on the top and right hand side, 
and the inner one thick; on the other half of the stamp the lines 
are reversed, the outside one being thick and the other thin. There 
is a space of an eighth of an inch been post and OFFIC] In the 
imitation, the outside lines are the same all the way round the oute1 
one being thick and the other thin, and there is very little space 
between POsT and OFFICE below. 

2nd CouNTERFEIT.—This is a very poor affair, the back ground 
is composed of very heavy shading. The tests given for the last 
will answer the same for this. 

CORNWELL POST OFFICE, MADISON SQUARE, surrounding head in 
circle. This appears to be printed from a wood block, and is 
nearly as poor an engraving as the Cummings’ stamp. It was used 
in New York, about 1850. 

CouNTERFEIT.—A first-class copy of a poor stamp, and although 
there are many differences to be discerned on comparison, we can 
only give the following Zest: In the genuine, the words post and 
SQUARE are very indistinct, badly formed, and crowded together, in 
the counterfeit although very poorly made they are quite distinct. 

2nd CounTERFEIT.—This is not so good an imitation as the last, 
but might easily deceive any one that had seen the original, in fact 
they are so badly engraved, that if a person did not Know it to be 
genuine any one of them would be set down for an impostor. Test 
in this counterfeit there is no shading on the left side of the fore 
head, in the genuine and last described counterfeit it is shaded with 
four faint lines.— 70 be continued. 


Our Exchange Table. 

Mason s Coin and Stamp Collector’ s Magazine comes promptly 
to hand together with the missing number. 

In the April number, we find an affidavit from Mr. Kershaw, to 
prove the genuineness of the St. Louisstamps. This is certainly a 
work of supererogation, as every one that is at all posted, knows 
the stamps to be authentic; but Mr. Durbin goes a little too far 
when he asserts that the 20 cent is a counterfeit, because Mr. Ker- 
shaw says he engraved six stamps, which he believes to have been 
of the values of 5 and 10 cents. If any one was to tell Mr. Durbin 
that he had had his dinner and supper, would he regard it as posi- 
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tive evidence that he did not have breakfast? for this seems his line 
of reasoning. We are ready to prove to the editor of any stamp 
paper, that Mr. Durbin chooses to name that if the 5 cent is genu- 
ine the 20 cent is also. The factof Mr. Kershaw not remem bering it, 
makes the case clearer as we shall prove by his own words, he says 
(in a letter to a gentleman in this city) ** 1 do not now remember 
what the denominations were; but, to the best of my recollection, 
there were but two, there were six on the plate, and there was about 
one thousand impressions printed. I remember distinctly his (Mr. 
Wymer) stating as the reason for not having more printed, the 
price was too high ($10 per 1,000 sheets.) The plate was never re- 
touched by me.’” We claim that the 5 cent stamps, or certainly 
two of the three dies were altered to print 20 cent stamps, this we 
can prove, and as they are postmarked the same as the 
others must be genuine. Now it seems very probable to 
us, that when a man wants a thing done, and is charged 
too high by one person, that he would goto another party, which it 
is very likely Mr. Wymer did, and got the plate altered ior a value 
that he afterwards found he wanted. ‘Twenty-five years ago a 
mechanics wages was from $5 to $10 per week, and Mr, Kershaw 
charged $10 for 6,000 stamps. Now, wages in the same line are 
from $20 to $30 per week, and the National Bank Note Co. 
charges the government 15 cents per 1,000 for stamps, or 90 cents 
for the work that Mr. Kershaw charged $10 for, no wonder that 
Mr. Wymer got his work done elsewhere. Another fact to prove 
our reasoning is that the St. Louis Stamps are found on two kinds 
of paper, which was noticed some years back in the Stamp Collec- 
tor’s Magazine, the earlier were printed on very thin bluish paper, 
this was the lot of 1.000 sheets or 3,000 of each stamp, 5 and 10 
that Mr. Kershaw printed. It is not likely that he diel have had 
two kinds of paper in such a small quantity. The next lot printed 
by some person, who we shall do our best to discover, matched the 
paper as near as possible ; but it wasa trifle heavier, and it is on 
this paper that the 20 cents are printed. 

A good description of the new stamps and several articles on 
coins complete the number. 

American Stamp Mercury and Numismatist, comes three num- 
bers in one, and contains a variety of interesting information. We 
are very sorry to learn by the opening article, that the publisher 
has been laid up with a painful illness. We note in the article on 
‘* Newly Issued Stamps,’’ that the editor says that he never saw 
the blue or black, Petersburg stamps, so there is not the slightest 
doubt but there are bogus, or existed only in the imagination of 
the writer we quoted in our article on the Confederate locals. A 
first-class exhaustive article on the new stamps is giveu, and in 
consideration of the great delay in the issuing of the higher values 
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will be interesting to its readers. The Stamp Collector's Magazine 
is taken sharply to task for its manner of treating American pub- 
lications, which we should recommend to their particular notice. 
Every American paper has found it necessary to eall them to order 
and we hope they will profit by it; let them take example by the 
Mercury. We called that paper’s attention to what we consid- 
ered a mistake on their part, they direetly looked into the matter, 
found we were correct, and acknowledged their error in a manly, 
straightforward way, which we wish our Bath contemporary would 
imitate. 

The Philatelist contains a continuation of ‘*-The envelopes of 
Germany,” and their usual article on novelties, in which we notice 
that as Sir Daniel Cooper has a Charlston stamp it is almost 
unique ! and so it may be in England; but it is found in most of the 
good collections in America,and any of our English friends who have 
£2 to spare can obtain one from our London agent. We also notice 
that the editor expresses his determination to chronicle an emission 
for if his Satanic majesty will furnish the information. 

The Slamp Collector's Magazine do us the honor of copying 
our article on the Confederate provisionals, and in a note to which 
it says, that the Knoxville envelope certainly exists, because the 
Philatelic Society (!) saw one; we described the stamp from the iden- 
tical one spoken of; but although we had it first and know where 
it came from, we could not prove its authenticity—can they? The 
usual variety of information completes the number. 


Reviews of Philatelic Publications. 


An Illustrated Catalogue of Postage Stamps for the use of Col- 
lectors, by Dr. J. E. Gray. Fifth edition. Bath ; Alfred Smith and 
Co. 

This is the last descriptive list published is very neatly gotten up 
and is a decided improvement on the former edition, and will be 
found of great use to collectors. We predict a large sale for it in 
England. 

We noticed a few omissions which we hope to see corrected in 
the next edition. First, in Sandwich Islands, the 2, 5, and 13 cent 
(H. I. and U. 8.) figure in fancy border, and both varieties of the 
5 cent, large figure are left out. In the pages devoted to the United 
States, we find the New York, St. Louis and Providence stamps, but 
the Brattleboro is entirely ignored,and likewise the Carrier’s stamps. 
The 3 cent, 1861, is stated to be head Franklin, and the 24 cent is 
omitted. The list of bogus locals is even more incorrect than the 
government issues. C. & W. Bridge Dispatch, Broadway P. O., 
Cummings City Post, Russell’s Post Office, &c., &c., are stated to 
be false, whereas, there is not the slightest doubt concerning the 
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authenticity of those we quote, and several other named we believe 
to be genuine. The Confederate States are catalogued as well as 
could be expected ; but of course it is impossible to make a work 
of this kind perfeet. 

Clippings. 


We see by the advertisements, that on the evening of the 28th 


day of May, there will be sold by auction a large quantity of 


stamps and albums. The. stamps will be sold singly, and in sets, 
in dozens, hundreds, and thousands; there are blank albums, and 
collections both clean, cancelled and mixed, containing from 
three or four hundred, to two thousand. There will be sold both 
American and European stamp papers, and in fact everything con- 
nected with the science of Philately. We should not have called 
attention to the advertisement had it not have been an event that 
will mark an era in stamp collecting. 

This is the first auction sale of stamps that has ever occurred, 
either in this country or in Europe, and in our opinion is calcula- 
ted to be of inestimable benefit to collectors. Heretofore, a person 
wishing to dispose of a valuable collection, had to sell it to some 
dealer for what he could get; hereafter, he will give it to some 
competent person to catalogue and send it to public auction, and 
he is certain to get exactly what it is worth, for as there is no in- 
trinsic value to postage stamps, whatever they bring at a well-ad 
vertised public auction, that is the exact value of the stamps. 

We noticed several very scarce stamps marked in the catalogue, 
amongst which may be especially noted the 5 cent (figure in fancy 
border) Sandwich Island. We shall give a fall report of the pro- 
ceedings in our next number. 


Answers to Correspondence. 

G.C. J.—If A. B.C. had wished his name known, he would 
have annexed it to his letter. Our publisher's list was out on the 
first of May, as advertised, and is always sent on receipt of cash. 
We shall have to stop the paper if the subscription does not come 
to hand. 

CoLLEctor, Nashville.—Venetia is put under the head of 
Austrian Italy, and Java under Dutch Indies. Postage stamps 
have never been issued by Persia, Guatemala or Paraguay, see 
page 8, Vol. II, *‘ Journa.” Pr 

K. W. B.—There is only one 8 pies, India, the 1867, you quote 
is 6 annas and 8 pies. The 4 annas, 1865, is head in oval, the 1866, 
is headin circle. There is no 2 penny, English, with large letters 
in the corners. The first series of Greece do not have figures on 
the back, except the 10 which has. a very large figure on it. All 
the stamps you sent for our inspection are counterfeit. 
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Auction Sale of Stamps. 
On Saturday, the 28th day of May, commenced a new era in the 
annals of stamp collecting in the United States, and for that matter 
in Europe also, for it is not te be supposed that our English and 


Continental friends will not imitate their American cousins in this 
matter. 


The goods disposed of on the night in question, comprised (as 
was stated in last number,) every description of articles to be found 
in a first-class stamp repository, and these were put together in lots 
of every conceivable size, wholesale and retail to suit dealers and 
collectors ; and from the spirited bidding at the sale, it was very 
evident that the buyers were quite satisfied, and we have every 
reason to believe that the sellers were also. 

The sale was held in the elegant rooms of Messrs. Leavitt, 
Strebeigh & Co., the well-known auctioneers, and in spite of the 
drizling rain, which commenced falling quite heavily towards six 
o’ clock. there was a very full attendance. The 


collections were on 
view 


throughout the day, and were visited by a large number of 
people, who were busily engaged in making notes and marking 
their catalogues. Every prominent collector in New York and 
vicinity called during some part of the day, some taking it on foot 
between the showers ; but the disagreeable weather compelled the 
greater part to use their carriages. 

Our reporter arrived at the scene of action about 5.50, and there 
was then quite a number of persons present; amongst the 
dealers may be mentioned Messrs. Bailey and Williams, who 
modestly took seats at the extreme end, although the way they 
hid against some of our wealthiest citizens during the evening, 
we think entitled them to a nore prominent place. 

The arrivals followed each other 


in rapid succession as six 
o' clock drew hear. 


Mr. Sampson, a dealer of some note, next made 
his appearance, and several prominent collectors. Messrs. Scott 
and Watson arrived next, and were quite busily occupied up to 
the opening of the sale in greeting old friends, the latter gentleman 
being well acquainted with probably every person in the large 
assemblage, had envugh to do in shaking hands, and answering 
the hundred and one enquiries of would-be purchasers. 8S. Allen 
Taylor, of Boston, had already arrived, and shortly after appeared 
Mr. Brown—we were going to say the vision of him, as he was 
supposed to be dead, from a curious propensity he had of not 
answering letters sent him’; but it was evidently the living six feet 
two of flesh and bones clothed in ase edy’suit of black, and surmoun- 
ted by agoodly stock of sandy whiske ‘sand hair, that makes the 
outer man of this somewhat celebrated personage, better known as 
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Jersey Brown: with his usual modesty he pulled his wideawake 
over his eyes, and in company with Mr. Taylor of Boston, proceed- 
ed to occupy the best seat in the hall, where he remaincd till the 
close without making a single bid; but from his appearance this 
was not expected, and we are happy to say he made no disturt ance, 
but pra himself with marking a eata‘ogue which some one had 
given him. 

Mr. Mason arrived shortly after the sale commenced, but had 
time toexecute numerous orders for his customers. 

The sale commenced at 6 25, the first lot being 100 foreign stamps 
which started at 25c.and rose to 60e., at which price they were 
knocked down. Lot 2, whieh consisted of double the number of 
similar stamps only brought 90c., after a few more lots of common 
stamps, came eight lots of albums, which were sold for ‘little or 
nothing, or a little less’? as Cheap John would say. They 
scarcely brought half their selling price. 

Lot 30, 1 yellow. Corrientes stamp, uncancelled, brought $1.13 
Lot 33, set uncancelled, 1851, U.S., adhesives, brought $1.12. Lot 
34, a set of 11 varieties of the present issue U.S. envelopes brought 
$1.70, while a similar lot (234) laterin the evening was knocked 
down for $1.12. Lot 40, 1 penny and 4 penny, wood block, Cape 
of Good Hope, brought $2 The Confederate stamps brought very 
little, (lot 43) a Knoxville in fine condition went for $2 25; a 2e. 
green, (lot 42) brought $1.10 ; a red 10e. (lot 43) went for $1,30, these 
were all cancelled. Lot 50, 25 Official Egypt, brought $2.60. and a 
beautiful set of uncancelled French Republic stamps only brought 
$3.13, and the two presidencies sold for $2.12. After these quota- 
tions, it would be simply impossible to form any conclusion as to 
what a stamp would bring at auction. The next lot (50) an original 
proof of Mulready’s envelope design on large India paper, sold for 
$3.25. Lot.58, ae real, green, 1854, Luzon, brought $5.00, 1 real, 
violet, 1863;7was knocked down for $2.12. Lot 61, 1 penny, Mauri- 
tius, 1858, used, brought $1.25, and a collection of 389 (lot 62) un- 
-ancelled stamps in a handsomely bound morocco album, was sold 
for $9.50. The gem of the sale—a 5c., 1852, Sandwich Island, was 
bought by J. W. 8. & Co., for one of their customers for $11.00, 
they had received orders for this stamp as high as $15,and had eleven 
commissions to purchase it. Lot 79, 5e. Geneva, went at $4.00, and 
the next lot, a 60 crazia, Tuscany, was sold for $3.12. Lot 120, 100 
used 5 shilling, English stamps, went at $1.63, and the next lot, 25- 
4 reals, Salvador, at thesame price. Lot 197, a used 4 peso, Peru, 
was knocked down at $9. Lot 198, red, 1856, Mauritius, uncance! 
led, brought $3.75, and the red on blue om ge only $2.25. Lot 2065, 
a1 penny, Mauritius, same as lot 61, that brought $1.25, sold for 


55c. Lot 211, set uncancelled Servia, sold for 60e. Lot 231, a col- 
lection of 1,800 stamps in one of Moens albums, all in good order, 
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old for the ridiculoug/low sum of $38., it would have been cheap 
anyone at double thgt, Lot 232, a set of uncancelled, 1851. U. 8. 
stamps, brought $L,M0, just 25 cts. more than th ‘y can be purchased 
of our publisherg#or at.any time ; but it is very evident that the 
buver does not ad ATTA, papers. Lot 259, consisting of 10 searce 
New Granada s ny sold for 90 cts., they were worth about 83: 
but the last lotsfwere hurried on so quickly that the p ople did not 
have time to buy. 

Collections, albums and essays sold very low, and nearly all 
stamps went considerably under market value; but on the princi 
pal of quick sales and small profits, we suppose it paid all parties. 

There were69 lots sold, the highest price realized for anv lot was 
$38, the Lé@West, 35 cents. $11 was the highest price obtained for 
any one s#@m™p. .The entire proceeds amounted to about $500. The 
number @@etamps amounted to about 14,000. After 14.000 stamps 
changing@™aands in small lots in a single night, we do not want to 
hear any more about stamp collecting being played out. 

The stamps were purchased by a great number -of person, few 
buying more than ten lots, the average would be about five lots 
to each purchaser. Nearly every purchaser paid the cash after 
the sale and took home his treasures. 

The last lot was knocked down at 9 o,clock, and everything pas- 
sed off to the evident satisfaction of every one concerned One lot 
(240) was marked as unused in the catalogue, when it should have 
beeh used, it was sold for 40 cents, and returned on that account. 
when it was sold again and brought 55 eats. 


oe The Chronglogical System. 
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ARGENTINE REPUBLI 
- 1 penny, bit 
- HI iii rilavia 6 pe os . 
»> centavos, carmine } } 
1 sl ig, green 
BELGIUM 
Bisad Leaueld ta circ CASHMERE, 
10 centimes. slate Circular, black 
20 oe blue blu 
4() ‘ rose red 
{ » ples, rect, bla 
L ee ime slat 6 blue 
) brown l in 
BRAZIL - 
Head Pe t g 
10 reis,scarlet ng vermillion 
x”) « at 
Ra 6 wa CUBA & PORTO RICA 
”? nue 
HT 
SO * violet 5 centisimos lilac 
100 “ green 10 : blue 
200 “ black 99 rré 


900 “ orange 10) 
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DANUBE STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANY 








ace gy ean 





Numeral and Anchors 
10 soldi, lilac 
te red 
ECUADOR, 
Arma in oval 
4 reals, red 
FINLAND 
Arms in ovat 
5 pennia, violet 
10 . buff 
20 am blue 
40 “ ‘rose 
Tammerfor’s green 
Helsingfor’s, green 
FRENCH COLONIES 
Eagle in Circle 
20 centimes, blue 
80 va rose 


GERMANY—NORTHERN STATES 
Envelope Stamps 


Numeral in oval 
%s silber groschen, black 


GERMANY—SOUTHERN SIraATES 
Envelope Stamps. 
Octagon. 
t kreuzer, green 
HAMBURG, 
Arms, octagon 
1} shilling, lilac 
14 ” rose 
Envelope Siamps 
Same design 


shilling, black 


14 - violet 
Is ed rose 

2 “i orange 
3 - blue 

4 ‘i green 
7 - mauve 


Money Order Envelopes. 
Same on blue paper. 
8 schilling, blue 
4 green 
HOLSTEIN 
Numeral! of value, 
1Z schilling, violet 
2 = blue 
LU BECK 
Arms. 
1¥ shilling, lilac 
Envelope Siamps 
Same design 
1% shilling, lilac 
MECKLENBURG SCHWERIN 
Arms 


2 schilling, violet 


Envelope Stamps 
Pee Arme, oval 
2 schilling, viol t 


MEXICO 
Head of Marvimi'lian. Lit oy 
‘cents, grey 


13 bine 

25 orange 

50 green 

- Same, engraved 
« cents, v iolet 

Be, . * blue 

25 buff 

50 “green 


NEWFOUNDLAND 
Different designs. 
2 cents, green 
a: brown 
ie black 
. ihe orange 
3 blue 


NEW GRANADA 


tdiditional Postage Star p 


{rms colored pape 


25 cents, blue 
50 “ vellow 


1 peso, blue 
NEW ZEALAND 
Head of Victoria 
} pe nce, yellow 
NORWAY 
17m 
3 skillings, violet 
PERL 
Tdamas feeding 
5 cents, green 
PORTUGAI, 
Head in ovat. 
5 reis, black 
= yellow 
20 “ straw 
25 ‘* rose 
50 *“ green 
80 orange 
100 “lilac 
120 “ blue 
PRUSSIA 
Regisiered Stamps 
Numeral in centre 
}10 silber groschen rose 
130 “ = blue 
| QUEENSLAND 
Head, Victoria in oval, 


} 
|4 pence, lilac 


am 
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ROMAN STATES 58WEDEN 
{ i oral Vumeral of ta 
bajocia, gr sh grey 17 ores, violet 
ROUMANIA "0 . red 
j rURKEY 
2 is, Ve \ 
Newspaper Stampe. 
mt) ros Ci ula 
RUSSIA PINK 
“ 
. green 
4) Aras 3 \ 
2 nia 1“ white 
ST. DOMINGO UNITED STATES 
‘ 
lor Line 
1 
| 5 cents, blac 
DWICH ISLANDS 
i URUGUAY 
te bin 4 m 
> VINCENT , 
aN f} cents, carmine 
’ a creen 
. v 
10 ochre 
3 ig, 8 12 blue 
S VIA 7 nm al 
ecleates 1 centavos, black 
1 1 ore ' ' 
= } blue 
u row 
- 10 green 
H . . 
t nara ‘ 15 vellow 
a anys »*) . rose 
10 orange . 
Envelope Stamps 
eit | PINK 
10 blu ire in ova 
SHANGHAI 5 centesimos, blue 
r 10 green 
2 cents, rose ) centecimos, blue 
A lilac 10 green 
s blu . 
1G « oveet VENEZUELA 
1 candareen, brown irme in octagon 
; é vellow re violet 
6 grey red 
12 ‘ slate ) vellow 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA Victoria 
’ f . . }] j 7 
10 pence, orang } pence, claret 
SPAIN 3 lila 
H circh 6 * blue 
® enartos, ros 10 slate 
10 brown 


range WURTEMBURG 
cents de Escudo, lilac Returned Letter Stamps 
20 centesimos lilac ive. black 


We have lately heard of a Confederate provisional having been 
issued at Livingston, Alabama, but have no proofs of its genuine- 


hess. 
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Newly Issued Stamps. 


Our array of novelties are not so large this month as usual, nor 
are the types reproduced as beautiful as we could wish ; but it is 
hardly to be expected that we can always have as handsome a set 
of fac similes as greeted our readers last month. 

CaNnADA.—The expected 8c. has not yet made its appearance, 

neither have we heard the color in wu _ 


ees TIS + which it is to be impressed. For lack 
a 2 = ffi ¥: of better subjects, we give engra- 
— vings of the two that have already 
Fin been issued. 
we FraNncE—The lc. laureated head 
ECE has at length been issued, the color 





remains as heretofore, but the frame- 
work has been made to conform to the design of thé 2c. and 4c. 
stamps. 

Derccan.—We annex an engraving of the stamp issued by this 

government. It was fully Aeaatbed in our 
February number, and very little remains now 
to be said. The color we have reproduced to 
the best of our ability, but not having seen a 
copy, wecannot vouch for its accuracy. We 
understand that there are several shades, and 
that they are found both perforated and un- 
perforated. 

New Or.EAns.—Or we are inclined to call it a ‘‘ what isit”’ is 
here depicted. Our European contemporaries call 
it a stamp, and say it was intended to be used in the 
city of New Orleans, under the rebel government; 
but that the Union troops took possession of the city 
and destroyed the plates, and all the stamps that 
had been made. Can any of our readers give us any 
information coucerning it. 

Be.terum.—It is reported will issue correspond- 
ence cards like Austria. 

Ho.tianpD.—Is likewise reported to be about getting correspond- 
ence cards and envelopes also. 

Untrep Strates.—We have received information that it is the in- 
tention of the P. O. department to issue another stamp, and that 
of a value that has not heretofore been employed in this country. 
There has been two designs prepared, one bearing the profile of 
Baron Stuben,and the other of La Fayette; the framework will 
conform in design to the present issue. The colors has not yet been 
decided upon. 
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The envelopes that have already been described in these pages 
have been delayed, owing to a disagreement between the contractor 
and the government, and it is barely possible that they may not 
e issued at all, although the contractor, G. H. Reay, Esq:, had gone 
to a great expense, having had eleven new presses built expressly 
forthe work. 


Reviews of Philatelic Publications. 


Scott?s American Postage Stamp Album, by J. WATER Scorr, 
Third edition, thoroughly revised and enlarged. New York: J. 
W. Seott & Co. 

Only seven months ago, we noticed the second edition of this 
work in our pages, and the very thorough review given then leaves 
but little that is new to be said now. 

The work before us is calculated to ‘‘ supply a want long felt,’ it 
being a first-class album. with specially designed spaces for every 
stamp that has ever been issued up to the date of publication. 
Spaces having been prepared for all stamps issued subsequent to 
the last edition, amongst which may be mentioned the new set of 

selgium, the new set United States, together with the stamps for 
Holland, Nicaragua, Mauritius, &c., &e. 

The few errors found in the last edition have been corrected, 
places having been prepared for the Canada envelopes, the Bruns- 
wick money order, the provisional Confederates, &e. The spaces 
for the first issue of Shanghai have also been made larger as they 
were found too small to contain those fierce dragons that adorn 
them. The author has also made use of the valuable article on 
the ‘* Provisional stamps of the United States,’ which appeared in 
these pages, by correcting that portion of the album, we notice the 
New Orleans stamps have been thrown out, and room made for the 
entire set of St. Louis. 

The only fault we have to find with the work is its being printed 
on both sides of the paper, and the dates of Finland and France 
are slightly mixed. The first of these objections is partly remedied 
by the extraordinary thickness of the paper on which it is printed. 

“We notice that the publishers have met the clamour for space for 
United States and Canada revenue stamps half way, as they have 
left a number of blank pages at the end of the volume, which will 
hold all that have been issued by the United States and Canada, so 
that those collectors who do not collect revenues can use the pages 
for new issues. 

The binding is both elegant and strong, being nearly identical 
with the last edition, and the price, $2.50, is so extraordinary cheap 
that it must eventually supplant all others. 
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Paper Coins and Medals. 
FROM THE “ BOY’S JOURNAL.’ 
(Continued from page 53.) 

Should the anticipated union of the whole of the colonies in 
question under one government take place, there will of course be 
printed a prop -r quantum ofstamps doing duty for each and for all ; 
the peculiarly varied individuals of Canada, New Brunswick, Nova 
Scotia, and Newfoundland, with the current emanations of Prince 
Edward Island, will then pass into dignified retirement ; but long 
remain enn hes by philatelists. and form the most beautiful and 
not the least interesting of our ‘‘paper medals.” 

It was the opinion of an eminent author that were every copy of 
the Bible destroyed there existed sufficient matter in the shape of 
quotations in various other works to supply the loss. With a 
moderate stretch ofthe simile it may be affirmed that should history 
be silent or all records lost respecting last year’s German war and 
its concomitant events the paper medals in philatelic albums would 
prove quite as faithful as most historical chronicles. 

Looking forward to the days of Macaulay’s hackneyed but 
useful New Zealander, fancy him admiring the various emissions 
of Hanoverian labels and handsome envelopes in a good postage 
stamp album. Should the descendant of the now illiterate savage 
prove as intellectually minded as our great historian seems to 
imagine, he will study them as reliable records, and seeing not one 
of the collection postmarked later than 1866, will recognise the 
truth of perhaps a mere traditionary remembrance of the political 
annihilation of Hanover by the Prussian victories. He will see 
evidence of the existance of the once rich and prosperous free city 
of Frankfort, and philatelic publications will tell him of the princes 
of Thurn and Taxis, and their wide-spread post offices. The story 
of the wrongs of Frankfort and the spite of Bismarck will receive 
confirmation ; and the era of the Prussian war be pointed out by the 
time of the inauguration of Prussia’s postage stamps. 

He will see, moreover, the several envelopes employed during the 
course of the same eventful war, both by the military writing from 
camp, and by civilians communicating with the army. The very 
names and number of the squadrons and batalions will stand to all 
time perpetuated in the albums now scoffed at by some of the 
wiseacres of the present day. 

Not only will the consequences of what may well be termed ‘‘ the 


year of tributation’’ now undeniably patent be portrayed by our 
delicate medals, but those which the astute see looming in the dist- 
ance. The horses of the Brunswick labels and envelopes, at all 
events, will not long survive the reighning duke; and we doubt 
the permanent continuance of the Saxon stamps, But 77, and we 
think we may venture in lieu of that unsatisfactory little word on 
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substitute when, the Prussian Kingdom is absorbed in the German 
Empire, it may be anticipated that the pretty diversified Keys of 
Bremen, the double eagles of Lubeck, the castles of Hamburg, the 
ingenious combinations of mysterious Bergedorf, and the sheals of 
white and colored paper numerals of Thurn and Taxis, north and 
south, will all be uneeremoniously kicked out, and 1ep'aced by 
one uniform series for Northern Germany 

How beautifully will the preservation of postmarked sets of the 
several states now amalgamated inthe Talian kingdom illustrate the 
rise and progress of their revolutionary movements. The provisional 
issues for Parma, Modena, and Romagna, doing duty irom June 
1859, until the March of the year following ; those of Tuscany, 
lasting a twelvemonth longer; the frightfully rare blue halt-tornese 
impressions, of Naples, aud the Neapolitan seres bearing Vietor 
Emmanuel’s head, show what may be denominated the transition 
period between political convulsions and comparative tranquility 
On the other hand, the primary issues of the above-mentioned 
duchies, and those of the Two Sicilies, remain to testify to the 
number of powers once domineering in what we trust will be soon 
be United Italy. 

The Lombardo-Venetians surperseded in Lombardy so many 
years before those substituted for Venetia alone, will point out how 
long a struggle protracted the conjunction of the queen-city of the 
sea with its loved mother-land ; and the disappearance of the stamps 
of Venice postmarked after 1866 will demonstrate the connection of 
its transfer with the great German war. How much longer the keys 
and tiara of Rome will linger can be only cuessed at now, but the 
albums of philatelists will correctly give the date. 

Neither time nor space permit us to do more than glance at the 
momentous transactions whose annals will be coroborated by our 
‘*paper medals.’’ The secession of the Confederate States of North 
America, almost every one of which possessed a postal representa 
tive ; the revolutions in the Danubian Provinces, borne witness to 
by the Moldavian, Moldo-Wallachian, and Roumanian stamps (the 
latter already exhibiting the portraits of two Hospodars) ; the 
merging of the Ionian Islands in the kingdom of Greece ; the exist 
ence of the negro republies of Liberia and St. Domingo ; the as] ina 
tions of Servia for independence ; all these facts will be supported 
by the documentary evidence so conspicuous ina stamp collector's 
well stocked album. 

Even essays, those betes noires of the exclusively postal philatel 
ist, will not be without their use as suggestive of some circumstances. 
and corollary to others. The Connell portrait will long perpetuate 
the New Brunswick postmaster’s innocent but costly vanity. The 
Fenian essay exists as an everlasting memento of the mad episode 
of Irish folly, which we trust is now on its last legs. The curious 
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Paraguay lions testify the abortive attempt to create that state a 
kingdom. Our own tiree-halfpenny label and envelope record the 
spite ful attempt tof the Tory Government to annoy the proprie tors 
of the Times ne wspaper, by the the imposition of an extra half 
penny. The Mexican essays, with the imperial effigy, give a much 
better idea of Maximilian’s appear: mice than the current stam ps ; 
and those of Greece with King George's bust, backed by the Par 
thenon, will prove that his lively subjee ts preferred the face of 
their ancient Mercurial deity to that of their sovereign. 

Again, in the Utopian days of our prosperity—when it is to be 
hoped that merit alone will be sufficient for advancement and suc 
cess—carefally preserved rejected essays will stainp the significance 
of the old saw, and that ‘* kissing went by favor’’ in the nineteenth 
century. An assortment of the equisitely designed and carefully 
engraved essays by Pellas of Genoa, for the kingdom of Italy, 
may well cause beholders to wonder why the less e effective, if more 
elaborate, productions of our English artist were preferred by the 
authorities. 

The Austrian euvelope essays, and those for Wurtemburg, trans 
cend incomparably the existent issues; in all probability, the pattern 
eventually chosen by the French government will not equal the pres- 
ent exposed designs; certainly some of the Belgium essays were far 
ahead of the accepted types ; and, tocome nearer home, the reject 
ed, and had it not have been for the furore of Philately, the long 
since forgotten emanations from Beaufort House are models of 
ingenuity and perfection. 

It must be owned, nevertheless, that with these manifold advan 
tages, everything connected with postage stamps will not be so 
plainly pereeptable to the antiquaries of a couple of hundred years 
hence as could be desired. The DAMUS PATIMUS QUE VICISSIM on 
some of the Guian a impressions will raise a doubt upon their genuine 
character, as it will scarcely be supposed so glaring an error could 
have been suffered to brave public ridicule. If the values of the 
unmarked individuals of the Mauritius are, even in the short space 
of time that has already elapsed since their currency, a subject for 
much discussion, how are the monetary denominations of some of 
tie Trinidad and Barbadian labels, all the emissions of St. Lucia, 
and the Ionian Islands trio, to be ascertained? the latter being es- 
pecially complicated owing to the 4 oboli, being watermarked wit! 
the figure 1. Finally. w hata puzzle will be the stamp known as th e 
Van Dieman’s Land tenpenny : and, above all, the inscrutable old 
Dutch colonials. 

The conservation of fictitious stamps, such as the Garibaldi, to 
distant eras, will attest the popularity of the patriot general ; the 
Shakespeare memorial portraits, finely engraved and even perfora- 
ted after the orthodox manner, will not be meaningless ; the 
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Jerusalem, Mek-ka, and Pe-king impostors will evidence the gulli 
bility of this enlightened period; and the whole host of forgeries 
and fac-similes will rescue from oblivion the unenviable notoriety 
and mischievous ingenuity of Hamburg and Switzerland. 

Our multifarious railway adhesives, fertile in deviews and printed 
in many sizes and colors, will not be devoid of significance ; the 
telegraphic stamps so closely allied te regular postals, and, if report 
errs not, destined, ultimately, te be blended with them, will help to 
blazon the enterprising spirit of the times to remote posterity ; the 
handsome stamp of the defunet Express Company, and the pail 
professing to emanate from a London circular-delivery firm, as wel 
as those of the modern Athens, will play a minor, but important 
part, and claim admission among our *‘ paper medals.”’ Nor should 
we omit mention of the sundry designs issued in furtherance of the 
hitherto abertive schemes of Ocean Postage, particulariy the once 
much recherche wing-headed portrait so long believed, especially 
by the Continentals, to have seen active service, and, ** last, not 
least,’ must not be passed over the endless varieties of United 
States locals, so eagerly collected during the earlier days of Phil 
ately, and which now diversify our albums with an inexhaustab!le 
amount of designs, enumerated not by dozens or seores, but by 
hundreds. 

In conclusion, we would submit that we have completely estab 
lished the claim of somewhere about seven thousand perishable 
individuals, which the science of Philately alone could have saved 
from oblivion, te enjey the style and tithe ef “PAPprER Coins AND 
MEDALS.” 


Correspondence. 
THE BARBADQOES 2d STAMP 
To the Editor of “ THE AMERICAN J@URNAL OF PRILATELY. 
Sir,—Seeing Mr. Pemberton’s inquiry for further information, in the April nu 
and Fentonia’s reply regarding this rare stamp, in the May number of the 8S. C. Magaziz 
with your permission I will answer both so faras I can through the colummus of your 


JOURNAL. Notwithstanding the thousands of the stamps of this island that have passed 
through the hands of Fentonia, and the examination of each singly by her without finding 


a single specin en of the much—coveted stamp, yet, Ll believe. I can cx nfidentially assert 
that it exists. It may be unique, and I doubt not that it is as unigue as the celebrated 
Charleston stamp, which is in the possession of Sir Daniel Cooper. I am glad tosay that |! 
am in possession of this scarce and little known stamp, and believe that | can prove its 
genuineness to any one. 

The one which | possess was obtained from a gentleman of position and responsibility, 
one who I believe has the largest and most complete collection to be found in the West 
Indies, and a collector of long standing. It consists of a stamp cut in halves, each half 
having done duty asa 1d on separate letters (this ought to be sufficient proof of its money 
tary value). Each has a separate post-mark, and each has still some of the original gum 
on its back. The history of these halves as given me by the gentleman from whom I ob 
tained them, isas follows: “The Barbadoes 2 pence is excessively rare, and there are very 
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few stamp amateurs whocan boast of having one amongst their collection. You will find 
the one sent you cut in halves. I will explain the reason for your information. 

The postage on letters from Barbadoes to Martinique is 5d or 10 eents, and, formerly 
parties when posting letters to that place and not having a penny stamp, by them, were in 
the habit of eutting the 2d stamp in two, and placing one-half together with a 4d stamp 
on their letter, This was allowed to pass the post and so reached its destination. The 2d 
stamps were not long in use, as there really was no need for them. For the genuinensss of the 
one sent you, I can vouch, as J took the two halves along with two 4d stamps off two sepa 
rate letters belonging to a -nerchant in Martinique, who kindly permitted me(when I was 
there on business) to remove all stamps from his old filesof letters that I wished for.” 

This is the history of the Barbadoes 2d in my possession, and considering the souree 
from whieh [obtained it the appearance of the stamp on inspection, and in consideration of 
all the factsof the case, it is sufficient proof | think (at least for me) of its existence as a 
gennine emission. I am, Sir, yours obediently, 


JAMES A. PETRIE, M.D. 
[We have carefully examined the two halves of the Stamp in question, and from the 
peculiar color, aud the fact of the old blue gum being still found in places on the backs, 
have no doubt as to its genuineness—Eb. | 


THE 8k. NORTH GERMAN STAMP. 
To the Editor of “ THe AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY.” 


Srr,—I wish to inform youthat the well-known 3 kreuzer stamp belonging to the 
“ Nord-dentscher Bund ”is now being printed on a sort of paper (which is by the way 
is much thinner than that of the other stamys of the’same issue), covered with a kind of 
grey network, somewhat like the old Hanover stamps, as you may very clearly see on the 
specimen which I send you. 
mcs: obedient servant, 
MEININGEN, 


Hoping that I will soon see this in your paper, I remain your 


A SUBSCRIBER, 


THE Y} CCBA. 
To the Editor of “ Tne AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY.” 


DEAR S1r,—I wish tomake you acquainted with a fact that appears to be unknown 
in Europe, or at least has never been stated in any magazine correctly, I refer to the 2 
reals, Ys; Spanish West Indies, which is always put last in catalogues, as the compilers 
erroneously supposed that the Y's increased its value. The facts of the case are these —The 
authorities found that a stamp of a lower value was much needed for the City Post, and 
as the highest value was very little used, they printed the Y% over the 2 real stamps and 
used it fora’, real stamp: In the next 
one of this value was prepared. 

HAVANA, 


series that were engraved, it will be noticed 


L. A. B. 


Answers to Correspondence. 

Srampist, New York.—The small oval 3, 6 and 10c. U. S. envel 
opes were issued in 1857. 

E. W. V. Bercen.—There are three varieties of 2 penee English 
stamps. 

Atpua, Chicago.—The stamp you send is genuine and very 
scarce, it is certainly worth $25. Do you wish to dispose of it? ~ 

H. KE. Y., St. Louis——The 90c., 1870 issue of U. 8., is not likely 
to be out before September, some few have been obtained by favor, 
but they cannot be got at any post office. 
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The Bath Post-Boy- 


It was in the early part of the Jast century. when the mail was 
transmitted from the printipal towns of England in charge of a 
mounted postman, with: holster pistols and saddlebags, and carried 
from the smaller ones ‘bY poor boys, who received a halfpenny a 
mile for serving the PGst-office in all weathers, that the post-master 
of Bath informed alPwhdm it might concern, by printed bill in the 
window: that a smart active lad of fifteen or thereby was required 
to carry. the mail between that town and Marlborough, at the above- 
mentioned rate of wages. 

The road was long and rough; and three days had already 
passed, during which the mail was carried by th» postmaster’s own 
good boy, ‘and ‘man-of-all-work’ tiuch to his discomfort, and the 
manifest dissatisfaction of the gocd' people of’ Marlborough, to 
whom their letters came several hours to lafe; bnt no candica‘e for 
the situation had'yet presented himsé¢lf.; At length, on the fourth 
morning, a muscular, intelligent-looking boy, dressed in the hab- 
iliments of earlier years. which he had evidently outgrown, made 
his appearance, cap in hand, before Mr. Burton, the senior clerk, 
and inquired. ‘*Sir, if you please, would I be old enough to carry 
the Marlborough bag ? Pm only fourteen yet, but I'll always be 
growing older and wiser I hope.” 

‘‘And maybe worse !”’ muttered the clerk. who happened to be 
out of temper that morning. ‘‘But step in here,’ he contin ued, 
pointing to another room, “ and Mr. Leathem will see what you are 
fit for.” 

Mr. Leathem was a quietelderly gentleman, who had kept the 
post-office fur several years in the richand gay city of Bath. He 
spoke to the applicant more civilly than his clerk had done ; said 
he considered ae tall enough for the business ; and then enquired 
what was his name, where his parents lived, and if he knew any 
respectable person who would give him a character for honesty and 
sobriety, as without such a certificate the post-office could not em- 
ploy him. The boy answered that his name was Ralph Allen; that 
iis father had been a poor tradesman, but he was } ey and his 
mother supported herself by taking in washing ; and ‘‘I wasn’t 
brought up here, sir; but my mother came in hopes of getting fine 
work from the gentry ; and here’s a certificate from a kind gentle- 
man, the vicar of our parish ; I used run errands for him, and he 
said it might be useful to me :’’— 

‘This is to certify that Ralph Allen is a sensible, honest, indus- 
trious boy, and I hope will continue to be so-—William Warbur- 
ton,’’said the post-master, reading aloud. . ‘Well, that’s a good 
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certificate, though the writer is unknown to me; but we will let it 
pass for this time, and take you on trial.”’ 

After sevéral exhortations to be careful of the mail, and walk 
fast, that*he might arrive in time, Ralph Allen was duly equipped 
with a leathern bag, suspended by a strap over his. sioulders, con- 
taining all the letters and newspapers in those days transmitted to 
Marlborough, and send forth to earn the halfpenny per mile. 

Day after day he performed that appointed journey, through 
sun and shower, going and coming to the satisfaction of the post- 
masters of Bath and Marlborough. Roads were not then so con- 
venient for travellers, nor time so precious with the public, as at 
present; but Ralph was never known to loiter by the way, nor 
arr.vean hour too late, which could seldom. be said of other post- 
boys. Travellers between the towns soon.began to know, him on 
the road, and remarked from stage-coach, wagon, or saddle—the 
only mode of conveyance in those days—that his conduct was 
always careful and steady ; and people who did not travel trusted 
him with small messages in consequence of their reports. Ifa lady 
wanted a fashionable cap from Bath, or a notable mameenorpes 
some trifle which could be bought cheaper in Marlborough, Ralph 
Allen was known to be a soberer and less exorbitant carrier than 
either the coachman or wagoner, and he was preferred accordingly. 
This was a source of additicnal gain, which increased every day, 
till the boy generally reaclred his destination in either town laden 
with pepeeis of all sorts and sizes, for the carriage of which he re- 
ceived from twopence to a farthing, as the ease might be, or the 
liberality of his employers dictated. How the short time allowed 
between the close of his daily duty and his nightly rest was usually 
spent in his mother’s poor but clean garret, nobody could tell, till 
Mr. Leatham, who had by this time a high opinion of his postboy 
for general good conduct and correctness in his station, enquired 
one morning, while ae waited for the mail, what. book was that 
et ¢ 

‘<Tt’s the ‘ Universal Spelling Book,’ sir,’’ said Ralph, redening 
as he pulled out the well-worn volume. ‘‘I try to learn at home 
in the little time I have, and can now nearly read.”’ 

‘“'That’s well my boy,” said Mr. Leathem ; ‘I wish the rest of 
our boys would spend their leisure time so.” 

‘* And, sir,”’ continued Ralph, now epewnrogne tospeak out, ’’ I’m 
trying to write too, and have got the master of the Blue-Coat School 
to give me a lesson sometimes for doing his messages, sir.’’ 

** You'll be a clerk yet, Ralph,” said the postmaster, laughing. 
‘* But it is a good endeavor, aud I hope you'll succeed ; but mind 
be careful of the mail.”’ 

His employer’s words turned out true, though spoken half in jest. 
Ralph continued to earn, by every honest though small way within 
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his reach ; his earnings were saved to purchase an old book when 
he could not borrow it, or supply-himself with pens, ink, and paper: 
by which he at once amused.and improved his few leisure hours in 
reading, or even spelling, to his mother, when her day’s toil was 
also done, and practising the-chance lessons he could obtain from 
the schoolmaster. Reading was at that period a very rare thing in 
his class, and cheap books of instruction were equally so: but 
from the spelling book. Ralph Allen advanced to the dictionary 
and grammar ; from ‘‘ strokes,”’ to writing a. fair hand. His sav- 
ings also increased by. slow degrees, for both he and his mother 
were prudent; and Ralph only wished for the.time when he might 
aspire to some better situation, and be enabled to add her rest and 
comfort. Five years. had thus passed away : Ralph Allen had 
grown almost a man, when all the message-senders of .Bath, 
amongst whom he was well known, rejoiced, evenamid their regrets 
that they must look out for another varrier, to hear that Ralph 
Aven had been promoted, through the kindness of Mr. Leathem, to 
a clerkship. in.the Bath post-office, and was actually seen in anew 
suit of clothes per orming his new duties at the post-oflice window. 
After this his mo‘h>r washed nothing but lace and .cambric, and 
Ralph was.as steady and obliging in the post-office as he had been 
with the mail on his back. His salary was comparatively small, 
but his prudence was great ; and in another year or two, people 
discovered that Ralph had. something in the bank. His habits of 
reading and thought also gave him an ability to invent needful im- 
provements in the post-office, which was then very imperfectly 
managed. ‘These were modestly proposed ; and as their necessity 
was. seven,they'soon obtained the sanction of the superior authorities, 
and raised. the young clerk, not only in their estimation, but in 
office also,.as iu three years after his entrance he succeeded the 
seniorclerk, Mr, Burton, by whom his application for the carriage 
of the Marlborough bag had been sv ungraciously received, and 
who.now retired to a small property he had purchased in the 
country. Two years more, and Ralph himself one to think of 

yurchasmg prop rty also. There was a large sterile farm,callea 

vom e Down in the the neighbourhood of the city, which the last 
three tenants.had.successively left in disgust.and weariness, declar- 
ing that their labor and money were both lost.on such an unprofit- 
able spot, and the landlord offered it for sheep-grazing on the very 
lowest terms. Great was the.astonishment of all who Knew him, 
when Ralph Allen. became the purchaser of these poor and barren 
acres. Some-said the young man’s brainwas turned with the books 
he read, and even his: mother shook her head,and hoped it wou'!d 
turn out-forthe best; but.,Ralph gave up his situation at the post- 
offic », collected: azound him workmen and tools, and commenced, 
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not wituoat creating much wonder and many surmises, to break up 


‘the ground in all directions, as if in search of a mine. 


“Neighbour, do you expect to find a pot'of go'd in that farm ?”’ 
said an old faimer to him over the fence one morning, where he 
and his men were delving ata rocky spot that never could be 
cultivated. 

“No,” said Ralph; “‘bat [expected and thank Provdence, I have 
found a good stone quarry, which will repay me, and be useful to 
yon good town ;’ and he pointed to the spires of Bath. 

** My stars !”’ cried the farmer, ‘‘ he’s not mad after all!’ and so 
thought all Ralph’s neighbours, when buyers came and workman 
thronged to the new quarry; and scarcely a gentleman’s house or 
public building of any description could be commenced in Bath 
without a supply of stone from Mr, Allen,as the Bath post-boy 
was now deservedly called. 

“ Ralph Allen’s making his fortune,’’ was the usual remark of 
everybody aout Bath when the quarry was mentioned; and it had 
now grown an important matter, as the whole property of Combe 
Down, which so many farmers had called a dead loss, was found 
to be one vas" bed of the best building stone, 

Ralph was; making money fast, and his deposits in the bank in- 
creased every year ; but his aims did not end there—the experience 
of his former situation in the Speen 3 was at length employed to 
some purpose. Sundry usefal arrangements and inventions had 
Jong ago mad? his name and abilities known to the authorities of 
that department. At the period of our story, the post-office in 
al.nost every county was farmed by some wealthy or enterprising 
person. who took its whole revenue and expenses in his own hands, 
paying to the governm:nt a certain sum annually, according to his 
contract. Ralph, who had acquired a considerable acquaintance 
with all the details of the business, and had, besides, the good 
opinion of the most influential functionaries, proposed to invest 
the small‘fortune already gained by the Combe Down quarry in a 
cig contract for all England; and his proposal was accepted. 
“rom this period thecareer of Ralph Allen was one of uninterrup- 
ted prosperity. Under his administration, the post-office revenue, 
even in that age of comparative little letter writing, was almost 
coubled in a few reat, owing to the better arrangements introdu- 
e-d by him in the transmission of mails, and various postage 


¥ gulations, which have made his name celebrated as one of the 
1: Ww who have conferred benefits of a lasting kind on their native 
ec untry. But Ralph Allen was destined to become, if possible, still 
more honorably known to fame. From his earliest youth he had 
¢ tltivated his mind, as well as improved. his fortuné ; as without 
-t 1e former endeavor, the latter would have been’ but half success, 
tnough wealth had been gathered like the sand. His post-office 
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contract ina short time realised such an income, as made the pro- 
prietor one of the richest men in the neighbourhood of Bath. 

Mrs. Allen had lived to see her son’s prudent conduct and per- 
severance rewarded to an extent of which she had never dreamt ; 
and the good dame closed her days in peace and comfort in the 
pleasant cottage at ( ‘onal Down, having nothing to regret, and no 
annoyance, but a shadowy fear, which at times slightly agitated 
the calm current of her latter-day thoughts, that Ralph was buy- 
ing too many books. But having gained the summit of his e urly 
ambition—a well and honorably—won fortune—he determined to 
enjoy it agreeably to his own refined taste, in the munificient en- 
couragement of arts and literature. He had acquired general res- 
pect as well as riches; and as his fortune raised him gradually in 
the scale of society, had won the esteem, and formed the acquaint- 
ance of men celebrated for their talents, and still famous through 
their works. Pope, Fielding, Swift, and Goldsmith, were among 
the number of his friends; and the titled and fashionable paid a 
mutual tribute to merit and success, by including Mr. Allen in 
their select society. 

The country around Bath is one of the finest districts in England, 
being diversified with wood-crowned hills and broad green mea 
dows: one property, in particular, popularly called Prior Park, 
had long attracted Ralph Allen’s eye from the barren slopes of 
Combe Down, and there, he often said, he should wish, if fortune 
permitted him, to build a mansion worthy of the scene. This pro- 
ject was at last put in execution. The possessor of the estate 
ruined his affairs by carelessness and extravagance in London ; it 
was in consequence, offered for sale, and Ralph Allen, Esq,, became 
the purchaser of Prior Park. Here on the slope of those wood- 
covered hills which he had often admired, a splendid mansion was 
erected under his own superintendence, whose beautiful Corinthian 
portico and tasteful decorations were the theme of praise among 
all the lovers of art; the former especially, being still regarded as 
unrivalled in English architecture. Here Ralph retired about 
middle life, leaving the field of active industry to younger and 
more needy aspirants. Here he also gathered round him the most 
polished society of that fashionable neighbourhood, and many of 
the authors, the purchase of whose works had once astonished his 
mother. Mr. Allen is well known to all conversant with the litera- 
ture of those times as its judicious and munificent patron. and, in 
particular, as the attached friend of the somewhat irritable poet, 
Alexander Pope, and the philosophic Bishop Warburton, 

The facts of this story, though not so generally known, be ‘long to 
real life, and are verified by his contemporaries, and they offer a 
lesson of how much may be achieved by well-directed energy and 
persevering prudence.—Chamber’s Journal. 
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Newly-Issued Stamps. 


We commence our article this month by introducing to our 
readers two beautiful essays. The 

first, prepared for the Island of Do- 

minica, was fully deseribed by us last |) 47°""s 





month, The second has not been i” Ye} 
heretofore mentiond in this paper, and i. Ae S 
as we now give a fine fac-simile of it, e we 
nothing remains to be said, except we > | Sty ys? 


may be allowed the wish that we may soon see it 
in circulation, As both the engravings represent 
essays, we have taken the liberty of printing them in bright colors. 


Totrma.—We annex a representation of a stamp that is said to 
SOON have been issued by Tolima, one of the United 
ane DU ie States of Columbia, as they now callit. The original 


atiMfiaes came from M. Roussin, of Paris, and it does not ap- 
SEVALE 5 Crs 386 


VoueO «Pear that he knows any more concerning it than 
ourselves, which amounts to nothing. 

GREAT BriTatNn will issue a stamp of the value of 4 penny, or 
Il cent of our money, on the first of October. The design consists 
of the head Victoria in centre, with $d. on each side; the stamp 
will be oblong, and about one-third smaller than the 1 penny 
stamp; the color will be pale pink ; they are reported to be 
printed 480 on a sheet; this, we think, is the largest number of 
stamps that has as yet been printed together. Correspondenc e cards 
will also be issued ‘at the same time, and we presume will have the 
new stamp impressed on them. 

Roumania has added another value = its list of postals, namely, 
a 3 bani violet ; the design is like the 2, 4 and 18 bani, and is un- 
perforated. 


ANTIOQUIA.—We now hear of another stamp that has been dis- 
covered, belonging to this out-of-the-way State. The design is sim- 
ilar to the 24 cent that figured in the March number of the *‘ Jour- 
NAL ;” the color is pale lilac on white paper. 

Spatn.-—The three low values that were announced some time 
back, have at length made their appearance ; the colors and values 
are as follows: 


1 m. de eseu, black, on brown paper. 
= . on, > - 
4 #5 ‘* bistre, ** white ps 
We understand that two more will be out shortly of the same 
value, and to replace the 5 and 10 figures. 
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Sr. CHRISTOPHER (or St. Kitts, as itis more commonly called), 
P _ is a small island situated about two hundred miles 
ges north-west of Nevis, and, in all likelihood, has at- 

ahi tained more notoriety by issuing the two beautiful 

i stamps that were described in our May number, 
Ac. e } than would otherwise have fallen to its she are—un- 
less, perhaps, it might have been similarly fa- 

vored (7) to the island of Tortola some time since. 

We annex a first-class engraving of the sixpenny 
Stamp. 

New GRANADA, as usual, has something new 
to offer, and this time, a stamp that we think will 
not find many customers to purchase for their 
collections. We give an excellent engraving of 
it; but as the original is printed on vermillion 
glazed paper, it would be impossible to reproduce 
here, so we print it in black. 

ARGENTINE RepuBLic.—We have just received 
through the kindness of an esteemed correspond- 
ent, a copy of a new stamp for this country, but 
whether it is a local for Montevideo, or is intended for some special 
service is not stated. 

The design consists of the bust of some worthy with his hair 
parted in the middle, in oval, which is enclosed in a frame inscri- 
bed R. A. above, 20 CENTS below, oFIcio to right, PARTICULA on the 
left. The head has a decided Spanish American appearance, and 
the bust appears to be attired in the modern style. It is printed 
in pale blue on white paper, and is perforated. 

The specimen before us is on the left hand corner of the envel 
ope, and is postmarked, Montevideo, March 30, 1870. On the 
right hand corner of the envelope is the regular 5 centavo Argen- 
tine Republic stamp which is postmarked Buenos Ayres, March, 
22nd. ‘ 

Livineston.-—Last month we noted the existence of a stamp from 
this place that had been issued by the Confederate P.M. during 
the early part of the war. We have since had an opportunity of 
examining the stamp, and the history of its discovery was related 
to us by a gentleman in whom we can place explicit reliance. 

The design which is decidedly superior to any provisional yet 
discovered, consists of large figure five in centre, on shield com- 
posed of three bars and thirteen stars; oak and laurel branches at 
side ; a space above the shield is occupied by a large star, with nu 
merous rays diverging from it. The entire design is surrounded by 
a border inscribed Livineston, to the left ; Post Orricr on the 
right; PAID, above ; CENTS, below; the angles of the frame are cut 


Sta 
iX PENCE 
































84 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHTILATELY. [ July 20, 
off, and are occupied by cherubs. It appears to be printed from a 
lithograph; the coloris pale blue. The size is rather above the 
average, being as large as the 5-shilling English. 

NASHVILLE.—We are happy to be able to announce that the 3 
cents, carmine, large figure, said to have been issued by this city, 
is genuine. We hope tobe able to give an engraving and full par- 
ticulars next month. 

MapeEtIRA.-—The new 240 Portugal has had MAbErRA printed 
across it for use in these islands. 

AzorREs.-—A similar operation has supplied the Azores with a 240 
reis stamp. The coloris nearly identical with the 100 reis, which 
we should think would cause mistakes. 

DENMARK.—The 48 shillings of the set, reported t» be in pre 
arries for this country in our March number, has made itg ap 
pearance. Thedesign is very simple, and consists of the figure of 

value 48, in white, in a circle of solid ground, this is crowned and 
is supported by branches of laurel ; this is enclosed in a solid oval 
band, inscribed DANMARK above, and PostRIM 48 sk. below. This 
isenclosed in a simple frame, with corner ornaments to make the 
rectangle. The color of the outside frame is brown ; the inside 
design is bright purple. It is rather smaller than the last issue, 
and is perforated. 

UniITep States.—The seven cent stamp that we described last 
month, but omitted to state its value, has been printed off ina 

variety of colors’ and has a very beautiful appearance. They were 
intended to have been issued last week ; but the war in Europe and 
consequent stopping of the Bremen steamer, has made them use 
less for the present. It is very doubtful if they will be issued till 
peace has been established in Europe. 

The 2 cent envelope a has now made its appearanee, printed 
on hewspaper wrappers. The design as was stated some montlis 
ago is identical with the oval of the 2 cent adhesive ; this is sur- 
rounded with an ovalengine-turned border, inscribed U.S. POSTAGE 
above ; TWO CENTS below, with a figure 2 in circles at each side. 
The head is embossed, and the frame slightly so. The color is 
the same as 2 cent adhesive, but not quite as bright. They are 
watermarked with a monogram composed of uv. s. P, 0. D. whieh is 
repeated about six times on each wrapper. 


Our Exchange Table. 


Our usual half hour with our contemporaries was omitted from 
last month’s ‘‘ JouRNAL,”’ through press of matter, which leaves 
two numbers of most of our exchanges to be noticed. 

Der Bazar fur Briefmarken- Sammler--of whieh we have only 
one on our table—comes first to hand, and contains only one note- 
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worthy feature which consists of the article ‘‘On the Provisional 
Confederate Stamps,’’ which they have copied from this paper, 
without giving us credit for it; this, however, is a mere baainbdtle’ 
but they have thought fit to illustrate it with cuts totally unlike the 
originals; have made the Pleasant Shades stamp of the value of 
two cents, and have added two private United States Locals that 
were issued in 1844, and call them Provisionary Confederates ! 
W hat shall we say fora paper that cannot even reprint an article 
correctly ¢ 

Le Timbe Poste appears for the first time on our table. On the 
first publication of our paper it was sent for three consecutive 
months to the publisher of this paper, and was also sent at differ- 
ent times after, but as he did not then see fit to exchange his eight- 
page pamphlet with us, we must decline to make so unequal a 
trade now. 

Le Timbrophile contains its usual amount of interesting reading 
matter. But we were very much surprised to find the clever editor 
advertising one of 8S. A. Taylor's os and publishing a 
note from the same person, in which he as good as states that he 
will fabricate stamps; to order. 

The Philatelist contains a continuation of ‘‘The Envelopes of 
Germany,”’ and gives an engraving and description of the new U. 8. 
stamps before any European paper. 

No. 45 contains its usual varied assortment of entertaining news, 
but nothing of a particularly noteworthy character. 

The American Stamp Collector's Guide.—We have now received 
two numbers of this little paper, and although we cannot say much 
for its appearance, it may probably be of as much use to youthful 
collectors as its more pretensious brethren. A list of new stamps, 
extracts from vther papers, and the inevitable advertisements, fill 
up its pages, We-wish the new comer every success. 

The American Stamp Mereury and Numismatist—Gives its 
usual article on novelties, with a large number of cuts which. to- 
gether with a review of our auction sale, and numismatic matters, 
complete the number. 

The Stamp Collector’: Magazine—As usual gets the contents of 
the different American journals sadly mixed, but as it does no 
injury to the cause this time, we leave them to unravel their mistakes. 
An exhaustive article, by Mr. Pearson Hill, on the date of the first 
English stamp, is the feature of interest in the June number. 

The last issue proves more interesting, containing several enter- 
taining articles, together with a long list of novelties. We also no- 
tice a contributor has taken up a subject first advocated in the 
pages of this Journal, namely, the forming a collection of postage- 
stamp portraits, although probably it was an original’ idea ‘of 
the writer, but themauthofs should read the papers. — “"s 
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Mason’s Coin and Stamp Collector's Magazine—Contains an 
unusual amount of reading in the stamp department this month, 
including ten illustrations. They have commenced a work which 
will become of considerable interest to future generations, namely, 
a complete priced catalogue of the first stamp sate by auction. if 


The Chronological System. 
BY WALTER C. HOWARD. - 


Continued from page 69. 




















1867. | paVARIA. 
ANTIGUA. : Apme. = 
muaguion itorte \ kreuzer,green 
1 penny, red 3 “ose 
ARGENTINE CONFEDERATION. . — 7 
time 12“ Dilae 
15 “ | blue mun 118 “ red 
raits of — ; 
5eents; Rividavir, red nian 
10 “ © Belgranop green —_ . 
15 cents, San Herta. bi ae ? centimes, blue mosmita. 
krenzers Bead in terge cir. 5 centavos, Ts caalaea 
: “ - yellow 5 rs violet 
: — 10“ ~~ brown 
$ aur eee 50 4 te) 
Soren 100“ — dlue 
25 “_ sielet 100 green fs 
50 “Beak Exnvetope Slamps. 
For Foreign offices Head in centre. 
2 soldi, ycHow 100 reis, green 
3 “(green ess e ah 
5 9 rose “ Te R 
10 “ blue CEYLON. 
1 “ ~~ brown Head Queen Victoria. 
25 “» ‘violet 2 pence, buff 
50 “ flesh 3“. Kose , ; 
Vewspaper Stamps CHILI. 
lilac —— 2 centavos, black 
CUBA ANP PORTO RICA. 
BDavelope Mamps. » * pad 
' Same amadhesive. Head 
kreuzers, green 5 centavos, lilac 
. “ rose : Ki “ blue 
10 06“ = “bine | i. * wrt@reen 
ae EGYPT. 
3 “ violet | 7 dnd & Alas. 
For Foreign postage. | 5 paras, yellow 
8 soldi, green Xo “ —"¥iolet 
rose 20 “ green 
10 “ ‘blue | 1 piastre, pink 
1%. * wn 3 “blue 
25 ™ violet j 5 oe brewn 
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FINLAND 


Arms. 
8 penni. green 
1 mark, brown 
FRANCE. 


Laureated Head. 
19 centimes, cinamon 
2. .* blue 
20 brown 
GREAT BRITAIN. 
Hlead, Victoria. 
10 pence, brown 
2 shilling, blue 
5 . rose 
HAMBURG, 
Numeral over Arma. 
26 schillings- green 


HELIGOLAND. 


Head of Queen Victoria, 


yy schilling, green and rose 
1 es « “ 
2 “ “ “ 
6 “ o “ 
HOLLAND, 
Nederland above. 


5 cents. blue 

10 * carmine 
15 “ brown 
—_—* green 


ox « 


25 violet 
50 “= gold 


INDIA. 
Head in cirele. 
6 annas, 8 pies. slate 
ITALY. 
Head in rectangle. 
20 centesimi, brown 
LUXEMBURG. 
Arms. 
29 centimes. brown 
MADEIRA, 


Name over Portugal. 
5reis: black 
10 “ yellow 
20 “ straw 
25 ~ rose 
50 green 
80 .. orange 
100 .. violet 
120 blue 
MEXICO, 
Head in oval. 
1 real, scarlet 
2 “ blue 
4 “ brown 
1 peso, black 
NATAL. 
Head of Victoria 
1 shilling, green 
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l NEVIS. 
Fizyures at Fountain, 
1 penny, red 
|4 pence, orange 
1 shilling, green 
NEW GRANADA, 
Various desizns. 
5 ecnts. orange 
lw « lilac 
20 = «©~=6blue 
“ * green 
1 Peso rose 
a green 
; 10 « vyermillion 
NEW SOUTH WALES 
Head Victoria. 
4 pence, red 


110 . * lilac 

NORWAY. 

| Value repeated, 
2 skillings, yellow 

pi. blue 

8 Pe rose 


PERU 
Llamas feeding 
110 centavos, vermillion 


|20 “e brown 

| PRUSSIA. 
Arme in octagon. 
it kreuzer, green 

9 a) 

12 orange 

i3 se rose 

i6 “ blue 

9 “a bistre 


Enrelope Stampe. 


Octagon 
3 pfenninge, violet 
6 a orange 
1 kreuzer- green 
2 ‘ orange 
3 rose 
6 blue 
9 “ bistre 


QUEENSLAND. 
Head of Victoria 
5 shillings, rose 

ROMAN STATES. 

Arms on colored paper. 

| 2 cents, green 
oe grey 
| 5 “* blue 
10 “ scarlet 
20 “ carmine 
40 “ yellow 
180 * rose 

















Et eee 
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ST. DOMINGO. | SWITZERLAND 
Arms oblong. He'vetth abor>. 
ry real, rose 10 
‘ -onts, Th 
1 * blue 2 cents ae : 
SALVADOR. 7m \, tae 
Mountain in eral, yO violet 
's real, blue ' 
i red Pv elope Stamps. 
2 5 green Pizeon ia oval, 
4 brown 5 cents. brown 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA ro 2 rose 
Heel in circle ide. ain aa 
4 pence, violet | TURKS ISLAND 
2 shillings, earmine ; Head of Vic‘ovis 
SPAIN. 1 penny, pink 
Head in oval t pence. amy 
2 cuartos, brown I shilling. slate 
4 “ blne VENEZUELA 
9 “= 
12 ’ orang Arms in octa;jor 
19 + rose . ar . 
, centavo, green 
10 cent, de escu, green 14 o blue green 
20 - Violet 
5 mils. de eseu (figure) green VIRGIN ISLANDS 
10 “ * brown Siete 2 
=< Virgin in centre 
35 : (head) blue 
50 %; “ brown 1 penny. green 
STRAITS SETTLEMEN !s- + pence, red 
Printed over India Stampe 5 aad rose 
; gisy L shilling, pink and black 
1% cent, over *¢ anna, blue 1 _ ‘ + 
2 . i brown F 
3 i + WURTEMBURG 
4 i : 
uter E’'evetotet. 
6 9 yellow Money order nrelope 
8 2 { kreuzers. yellow 
3 { green 6 ¥s blue 
aero 8 rose 7 <4 green 
as 2 yellow 9 ’ brown 
——_——~~~~+ S98 8OOO94 800 — 


Correspondence. 


To the Editor of “ Tit AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHIT ATELY,” 

DEAR S1r,—In Section 296, page 71, of the “ Pestal Laws and Regulations” of the U.S. 
Post Office, it is printed that,“ If any person or persons shall forge or counterfeit, or shall 
altir or use knowing'y avy corn’‘eritit stamp of the Post Office De] artment of the United 
States, issued by authority of this act (3rd of March, 1845), or by any other aet of Congress 
within the United States, or the post-office stump of any Joreign department (the italics are 
mine) he shall le adjudged guilty of felony, and on conviction thereof in any court having 
juriscietion of the same, shall undergo a confinement of hard Iabor for any length of time 
not less than two years, nor more than ten, at the discretion of the Court.” As this law is 
still in force, conld not som: thing bo done to step the trade in forgeries in the United 
States. There are a gocd many forgeri:s exposed fer sale here. 1 anderstand they eame 
from England. But there isno law on the subject of forged foreign postage stamps in the 
Canadian regulations. at least I have never noticed any. Hf you would like to examine the 
United States Pcsial regalations, b wit! be happy to forward it, as it contains many interest- 
ing things, relating: to that vast system. the Post office. Perhaps yor would like to make 
some extracts for the benefitof your rcaders.—I remain yours respeetfully. 

MONTREAL, June ?ls 1870. W. R. Baten. 
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Russian Locals. 

Of all branches of our favorite pastime, the study of locals is 
is probably the most facinating to the true philatelist, and although 
we scarcely hope to be able to throw a full light on the impenetra- 
ble darkness-and mystery that surrounds the locals issued by 
Russia, still we have the satisfaction of embodying in the present 
article all the information that has up to this time been obtained, 
together with some interesting items new to American readers. 

It is not our intention in the emper article to describe Finland 
and Polish stamps, although they probably ought to be included 
as Finland and Poland are parts of the Russian Empire. 

The first local stamp discovered was the oblong, liven. which 
was known in Europe, in 1861, although at that time it was not 
believed to be genuine, in factthe Livonia stamys have experienced 
a very checquered history, first discredited, then authoritively pro- 
nounced genuine and placed in the various lists, then expunged, 
and again inserted; but now they are generally believed to be au- 
thentic, and for eight years were the only representatives of 
Russian Locals in our albums. 

LrivontaA.—These are of three distinct designs. The first issue 
made its appearance about 1860, it is but very little known, and 
is exceedingly scarce. The design consists of heraldic rose, in 
circle composed of two thin lines ; this is surrounded by WENDEN’ 
sche KREIS BRIEF PosT, this is enclosed by a circle composed of 
three lines, two thin, with one thick between. Color, pale blue 
on white. In 1861, this was replaced(‘) by two stamps of very 
simple device, one intended for letters, the other for packets. The 
design consists of a fine groundwork printed in rose, inscribed 
BRIEFMARKE DES WENDEN schen KREISES in black letters. The 
second isthe same design inscribed PACKENMARKE DES WENDEN- 
schen KREISES black on green groundwork. 

Next year, 1863, two more stamps make their appearance, and 
are a great improvement over the last one. The design consists 
of imitation engine-turned work, with a large green oval in 
centre, devoid of any design. The stamp is inscribed BRIEFMAR- 
KEN in astraight line at top, and WENDEN-SCHEN KREISEs in a half 
circle below the oval. Color, rose and green. 

In the latter part of the year, the local post-office obtained per- 
mission of the Russian government to place the arms of the 
district on their stamps, accordingly, shortly after we find a white 
griffiin on the green oval in the centre of the stamp. 

’ The inhabitants of Livonia or Wenden, mostly speaking Ger- 
man, the inscription on the stamps are in that language, which 
signifies, postage stamp for the district of Wenden. 
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All these stamps with the exception of the first are easily ob- 
tained uncancelled; but genuine used copies are quite scarce. they 
are usually obliterated by penmarks ; but the peculiar black 
shining ink used would most likely betray any that had been 
cancelled to sell. . 














Bogorodsk. Borourtz. 






Wes 
we 


RA 


pou 














Schluesselberge. Riasanski. Soummy. 


Of the later issued locals, little remain to be said, as we give en- 
gravings of all that have been hitherto deseribed in any work. 
They are each printed in their correet colors, with the aid of the now 
celebrated. ‘‘ gem attachment’’ invented, by J. W. Scorr. 

As there are but few of our readers who are acquainted with the 
Russian language, we give translations of the words found on the 
stamps, leaving our readers to put the words together to get the 
complete inscription in English, on any one stamp. 


TRANSLATION OF INSCRIPTIONS. 

HOyTOBAS—‘‘Postal,”’ or ‘‘ Postage.’ MapKa—‘‘Stamp,”’ 

3EMCKON, or 3EMckKAd—‘‘ Rural.’ cEd4ackoN-—‘Of the Village.’’ 
Yl pABA, or ylipaBbI—* Office.”’ 


Note.—Our printer has made a mistake, which, luckily, we are 
able to note before the number is finished. The colors of the upper 
and lower left hand stamps have been transposed ; the Bogorodsk 
stamp should have been blue on white paper, and the Schluessel- 
berge black on green paper. We must also apologize for our Rus- 
sian characters, as correct ones cannot be obtained in the United 
States. 











L870. } THe AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY. 91 


The Chronological System. 


BY WALTER C. HOWARD 
Continued from page 88. 


1868. 
AZORES. 
Printed over Portugal, 
5 reis black 

10“ yellow 

20 “ straw 

25 “ rose 

50 “ green 

sO “ orange 

100 “ violet 

120 ” blue 
BADEN 

Arms thick letters. 


1 kreuzer, green 
3 . rose 
7 blue 
BAVARIA 
Arms 
6 kreuzers, brown 
7 blue 
BOLIVIA 
Arms.ia oval 
5 centavos, green 
10 oe red 
50 °* blue 
wo ” yellow 
500 “ black 
BRITISH COLUMBIA 
Over three pence stamp. 
9 


» Cents brown 
CANADA 
Head Victoria to right 
cent black 


l red 

3 « green 
3 = red 

6 brown 
12 blue 
15 lilac 


CHIL. 
Head Colon belou 
1 centavo, orange 
5 - red 
aes blue 
_:. +? green 
CUBA AND PORTO RICO 
p Head to left in circle 
5 centisimi. lilac 


10 " blue 
20 ’ green 
40 e rose 


DANUBE STEAM NAVIGATION CO, 
Anchors and Numeral 
LO soldi green 
DENMARK 
Ain. 
+ 
8 skillings, stones 
FINLAND 
H lsingférs blue and brown 
FRANCE 
Laureated Head. 
10 centimes, orangé 
sx * pink © 
HAMBURG. 
Oak leaves surrounding ova! 
brown 
INDIA. 
idaped from Revenue Stamps 
2 annas, violet 
{ “ A 
6 
6 “variety 
Pa «“ 


MEXICO 
Head.Juarez. 
6 cents, buff 


12 * green 
a pink 

50 “ yellow 
100 “ brown 


100 “* brown on brown 
NEW GRANADA. 
Large size 
10 centavos, black 
NORTH GERMAN CONFEDERATION 
Vumeral in circle 


ygroschen, mauve 


‘ green 

x orange 

1 « rose 

2 i blue 

5 «f bis re 
10 “ slate oblong 

» * blue 

Vumeral in oval 

1 kreuzer, green 

2 orange 

3 +e rose 

7 blue 

8 bistre 


Envelope Stampe. 
Same as adhesive. 
s groschen, green 
ate rose 


| kreuzer, green 
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NORWAY. SERVIA. 
Value repeated . 
1 skilling, bleck 


Arms 


: . - | para, green 
3 : violet 2 °° dark brown 
ORANGE FREE STATES. STRAITS SETTLEMENTS, 
1 penny; brown Head of Victoria 
6 “ rose 2 cents, brown 
1 shilling, yellow 4 “  carmine 
PERU. 6 “ lilac 
Embossed Arms. pe orange 
1 dinero, green lies blue 
1 peso, ” 1 « lec 
1 “ carmine 24 “ green 
ROUMANIA. 32 “ —_- vermillion 
Head of Charles first to left. 96 « grey 
2 bani, yellow SWITZERLAND 
4 “ blue Helvetia abov:. 
is “ red mavens i 25 centimes, green 


Levant. Envelope Siamps. 


Numeral in oval, Pigeon in oval, 


1 kopees brown 25 centavos green 
green 30 “* blue 
5 “ blue VICTORIA. 
— rose Tlead in cirel 
ST, HELENA, 5 shilling blue on yellow 
Head Victoria. P roe 
2 pence, yellow WURTEMBURG. 
3.“ violet Arms 
5 shillings, orange 7 kreuzer, blue 
- =p 


Provisional Confederates. 

In the May number of the JourRNAL, a well-known writer gave 
the history of all the stamps of this class that were then known. 
The article was extensively copied, but some parts seem to have 
been doubted by persons who, from their long experience, ought 
to have been better informed ; we refer particularly to the remark : 
‘: there is not the least doubt but there are dozens of these interest- 
ing stamps that have neyer been chronicled in the journals, or even 
heard of by any collector.’ This sentence has been early 
verified, probably owing to the large circulation of the journal, and 
the general attention that the article in question called to Confeder- 
atestamps. Be this as-it may, there has certainly been an unusual 
number of these stamps discovered during the three months that 
have elapsed since then. 

In the present article, we propose to give a few facts that have 
been overlooked, or not published in connection with these later- 
discovered provisionals, and have to describe one heretofore unheard 
of stamp, which happily is the best authenticated of any. We 
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are happy to be able to announce that Mr. Scott is 
sequel to his article, giving additional information anc 
several of these stamps that he has discovered. 

New Or.Eeans.—We had a very poor opinion of the stamp said 
to have been issued by this city, which we gave an engraving of 
in the June number; and althongh we do not believe it genuine, still 
we have had our attention called to one thing in its favor by an 
esteemed correspondent, which consists of the fact that it is nota 
new invention, and may probably be an essay which is all that is 
claimed for it by one of our contemporaries, who is usually well 
posted. The evidence which at least gives the weight of age to its 
character is as follows: In the ‘‘ Answers to Correspondence,”’ in 
the April number, 1865, of the Stamp Collector's Magazine, the 
following answer is given to N. M, M., Manchester St. ‘‘ We can- 
not say anything for or against your Orleans’ stamp without ocular 
inspection, The description appended may elicita reply from some 
npn on noms Head in oval ; NEW ORLEANS POST-OFFICE above 
PAID below; 20 in small oval at each angle; CENTS at top and 
bottom. Colored impression, deep rose.’’ If it is a genuine essay, 
we believe it is the only one known of any Provisional Confederate. 

Livineston.—Only three of the beautiful stamps issued by this 
town and described in our last number have so far been discovered. 

RuHEATOWN.--For some time we have heard of the above stamp, 
but did not wish to chronicle it without proofs of its genuineness, 
which a little patience and trouble has procured. We anuex a 
letter from the postmaster, in which he gives the date and reasons 
for issuing it. 

Dear Srr,—Yours of the 29th inst., is to hand. As I happened to have the stamp 
alluded to, I enclosed one for your benefit, it was used by me expressly for the Rheatown 
office, from about August, 1861 to Midsummer in 1862, until Confederate stamps were dis— 
tributed for general use. 

These stamps were used merely as a convenience during the absence of government 
stamps, and of course were only received at the Rheatown office in payment of postage. 
all letters bearing it were billed “ paid in money, 5cents.”’ The inconvenience of country 
people sending moneyby servants and children to pay postage, and the remarkable scarcity 
of small change at that time, were the principle objects for procuring thisstamp. Please 
a ‘knowledge receipt of this, and oblige, yours truly, D. PENCE. 

The design of the stamp consists of the following: Parp 5 in 
plain square in centre, surrounded by a frame composed of prin- 
ters’ border of two patterns, one row at top and two rows at each 
side. D. PENCE, P. M. above; RHEATOWN, TENN. below in straight 
lines: line of border above and below. The whole is surrounded 
by a rule of heavy and light lines. Color bright red on thick. 
white paper. The specimen before us is cancelled by two pen 
marks. 

NASHVILLKE.--The three cents stamps of this city were pronounced 
authentic last month, and full particulars promised concerning them, 
and hope that the publication of the trouble our correspondent was 


yee a 
describing 
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put to, will deter a few inquiring minds from writing to persons 
with whom they are unacquainted, asking them for stamps. Mr. 
Kershaw, of St. Louis, was worried till he thought he had commit- 
ted a great crime, -4 the hundreds of letters he received asking for 
stamps and particulars, We do wish for the interests of Philately 
that collectors would leave it to responsible parties to collect infor- 


mation concerning scarce stamps, and not by the perfect storm of 


letters that besiege anyone having his name mentioned in the 
papers, cause him to act as Mr. McNish did. To commence our 
narative. On the three cent, Nashville, being pronounced genuine 
without the slightest evidence, we wrote to a wealthy and well- 
known citizen of that city, knowing him to be an ardent philatelist, 
asking him to hunt up McNish and obtain particulars. For a long 
time he was unsuccessful, as the ex-postmaster had retired to coun- 


try life. One day our re To saw the former chief clerk of 


the Nashville post-office at church, and on leaving, asked him if he 
knew anything about the stamp. Mr. Fowler said that he could 
not exactly trust to his memory; but he was almost certain that Mr. 
McNish did issue a three cent stamp just after the State seceeded; 
and before the Confederate post-office department issued stamps. 
These were issued because the United States had always used three 
cent stamps for general letters; there were but very few issued, 
as the department raised the rates to five cents. He also gave the 
address of a person he thought had some of the stamps, but after 
a ten mile’s journey, he found that the party had had two or three 
but had late'y sold them. 

Mr. MeNish, not answering the letters sent him, and thinking 
perhaps he did not receive them, our correspondent undertook a 
journey to the place of his retirement, and on the stamp being 
shown him, fully verified it, and gave the same reason that Mr. 
Fowler did for their issue and withdrawal. He also stated that he 
had received an immense number of letters asking about the stamps. 
and at first he felt bound to answer them, as they mostly contained 
stamps for reply ; but he had to give it up and made it a rule to 
burn every letter without further reading if stamps were mentioned. 


re 


Newly Issued Stamps. 

Onur list of novelties is remarkable meagre this month, in fact. we 
were afraid that we should have nothing to ehronicle as publication 
day drew near ; we were, however, partly relieved, by the kind- 
ness of W. P. Brown. Esq., who sent us specimens of a new stamp 
jor 

Prince Epwarp Isite.—The new comer is decidedly the most 
artistic of the set, and infinitely superior to the last issued four 
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penny stamp. The design consists of the head of Queen Victoria in 
oval, evidently copi: d from the beautifully designed portrait on 
some of the New Brunswick stamps, inscribed PRINCE EDWARD 
ISLAND POSTAGE in half circle above the head; 3p. ste, and cy. 44D. 
occupying the space below ; it is printed in a fine shade of brown 
on white paper. 


uy or 


RomAN STATES.—We annex the copy of an essay said to have 

been prepared for the use of the faithful in the Holy 
: City: but we think it much more probable that the 
Ya ¥ current set will last much longer than there will be any 


ie fe) . 

13778 * use for them. 

SA AnTIOQUIA.—We give a copy of another one of 
uF Ai at the first issue of this state. It has 


only lately been discovered, but appears 


to be genuine. ‘Z oY 
Spatrn.---The first of the accompanying engravings S,.. eee 
was in use fora short time to frank gy 
official correspondence; it was how- Zang OF 
ever quickly superseded by the lo ¢:) 


more pretentious design, bearing 

the arms of Spain. One of the new values that we 
reported as being in preparation 
last month has since been iasued. In design, it 
conforms to the current set. The color and value is 
10 m. de, escu., bright pink. 

New GRANADA.---Again we are indebted to the 
kindness of Dr. Petrie, for forwarding early copies f 
of new issues for our inspection; but if this country Ay 
Keeps on at its present rate of increase (postally) we <rvopEO) 
are afraid that it will try even his patience. The new 
comer shows the ingenuity of the artist in varying the same materials 
into an entirely new design. First we have the inevitable eagle and 
shield with its usual quota of stars, banners, etc., occupying the 
upper half of an rear rectangle. The lower half is occupied 
by the inscription E. FE. U. U. DE COLUMBIA in a straight line the entire 
width of the stamp ; 5 messed CORREOS NALES in two curved lines 
below ; numeral of value in each angle; yellow impression on 
white paper. 

UnitTeD Srares.---We understand that the new seven cent stamp 
will be adorned with the profile of Stanton, but they will not be 
issued yet. 

The envelope stamps, we stated in the April number, would be 
the same as. the adhesives only oval. Our remarks were rather 

vague, and does not appear to be understood by many, so for their 
benefit. and the sake of unifor mity, we annex a clearer deseription. 
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Same head as on corresponding value of adhesive in relief in oval ; 
U. 8. POSTAGE above; value in words below ; numeral of value in 
circle at sides. 
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1 cent, ultramarine 10 cents, brown 
2 cents, brown 12 ‘** purple 
j= green 15 ‘** orange 
6 ‘*  carmine 24 ‘ purple 
i fae ve Bee black 


90 cents, carmine. 
*Engraved, but color not decided upon. 





Reviews of Philatelic Publications. 

Album for the use of Scientific Philatelists, by J. W. Scorr. 
New York; J. W. Scott & Co. 

This album is totally different from any yet published, although 
we believe severa] European amateurs have their collections arran- 
ged in similar style. 

Wewill commence by informing our readers that this is not an 
album in the recogni sense of the word, but consists of sheets 
of card, 9 by 11 inches, with a narrow border about 1 inch from 
the edge, this constitutes the first part. The second consists of the 
names of every country ready gummed for use. The third part is 
composed of small pages of very fine paper, containing six frames 
to fit every original stamp. these are marked ‘‘ plate 1” and up- 
wards, so that the collector can order whichever size he requires. 
The last part consists of sheets of thin paper gummed on one side 
for mounting the stamps with; the advantage of this is that it is 
‘* warranted not to change the color of the stamp,’ many persons 
having lost half their collection through useing prepared mucilage, 
which is made by chemical action of acid on burnt flour, and ex- 
tensively sold by stationers. 

Now tor the arrangement of above-described articles. All the 
amateur has to do is to gum the label on the top of the page, and 
then mount his stamps in the prepared frames, and arrange them on 
the sheets of card or pages to suit his taste. By this means a 
person can arrange his stamps chronologically, geographically, or 
alphabetically, and can change them as oftenas he wishes, without 
spoiling either his stamps or album. The great advantage of this 
alvem over all others is that it is perfectly permanent and will do 
for all time. It also combines the excellences of the prepared book 
like Scotts, Lalliers, or Moens, with the freedom of the blank 
book, Already. we understand, the two finest collections in the 
United States are being mounted in one of these books. 

The only drawback to this album. is the trouble of keeping the 
pages together, but this is left to the taste of each purchaser ; some 
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will prefer to keep them in portfolios, others might have boxes 
made in the form of books, in which to keep the leaves ; but this is 
a secondary consideration, as they can be kept in any drawer or 
trunk until the owner decides onthe plan that will suit him best. 

We cannot predict a large sale for the new comer ; but every im- 
portant collection in the country will be contained in one. It is the 
only permanent way of arranging a collection, and as new pages 
can be added with the same freedom as old ones, it offers great ad- 
vantages to the collectors of essays and varieties of all sorts, 

The Phiiatelists Album for American and Foreign Postage 
Stamps. New York: J. W. Scott & Co. 

This is decidedly the cheapest album ever published, and is 
certainly the best for the young beginner. 

[t contains a preface giving some excellent advice to young col- 
lectors, which alone is worth double the price of the book. It con- 
tains a complete list and description of every stamp known, and is 
illustrated with engravings of many new and scarce stamps. Spaces 
are prepared for over fifteen hundred stamps, each under its proper 
head. 

The binding is both neat and strong, and we have not the slightest 
hesitation in predicting a sale of five thousand a year as long as 
stamp collecting holds its own. 

The same firm have just completed an edition of six copies of 
their standard album. It is printed on extraordinary thick paper 
with a margin of four inches all round. It was printed for a 
wealthy amateur. 


Our Exchange Table. 

Only two of our exchanges came to hand in time this month. 

The Stamp Collectors Magazine opens with an authentic history of 
the English stamps, by Overy Taylor. We notice an interesting 
account of the * Field post of the French amny,’’ which we shall 
take the liberty of transfering to our own pages in some future 
number. Among the letters received from contributors, we find 
one from Mr.W.1D. Atlee, in which he talks of preparing a paper on 
our own locals’ he will certainly derive great help from the articles 
of Mr. Scott, that from time to time have appeared in this JouRNAL, 
who, since the death of Mr. Leslie, is the only person who under- 
stands the subject. 

The Philatelist continues its article on the German envelopes, 
which takes up nearly half the number. In the department of 
newly issued stamps, we note that another batch of varieties of the 
South African stamps are described. If the information that we 
have lately received is correct, the entire series is little better than 
humbugs. 
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Clippings. 

THE ALBANY Stamp.-—-It being the opinion of many collectors 
that the large stamp with head of Franklin to left, in square frame 
inscribed ALBANY POST-OFFICE, 5 CENTS, had at one time done duty 
as a provisional U. 8., although only essays had been seen, we 
went to considerable trouble to get the history of it, which we now 
lay before our readers. 

The stamp in question was engraved by J. E. Gavit, Esq., Presi- 
dent of the American Bank Note Co., in 1850, as a design for the 
series of stamps that were about being prepared for the government. 
Mr. Gavit was at that time in partnership with his brother, doing 
business as bank-note engravers in Albany. The name of the 
town was inscribed on the stamp as a sort of advertisement,or to show 
where it had come from. In 1860, the outside frame was removed, and 
U. 8. POSTAGE, THREE CENTS put in straight lines at a pei: bottom. 

Our ENGRAVINGS. -—A short time since, a person in North Staple- 
ton cut the engraving of the three cent U.S. stamps out of the 
JoURNAL and after affixing it on a letter, posted it to a friend in 
New York. The beauty of the engraving deceived the post- 
master at North Stapleton, who obliterated the stamp, post- 
marked the letter and forwarded it to its destination. It was, sag 
ever, discovered in this city, and the culprit arrested. We are sorry 
to add that in future when printing U.S. stamp in their correct 
colors, we shall print a line across them, to prevent a repetition of 
the attempt. We have one satisfaction, however, in the case, and 
that is, the party was not a regular subscriber ; we dont think any 
one who had regularly read the JouRNAL would be guilty of even 
mutilating its beautiful pages 

A Primitive Post-orrice.—A Wick fish-curer, in writing toa 
friend in Wick from Castlebay, one of the Barra fishing stations, on 
the 24th of June, says,---*‘1 have received your letter, which has 
only been eight days on the road—-the quickest despatch in my ex- 
perience. We have no regular post here. Our post-office is a small 
wooden shed-- heighth about 7 feet, length 7 feet, and breadth 7 feet. 
The postmaster is a voluntary one, who goes about collecting 
letters for dispatching, and travels with them to Northbay, which 
is seven miles distant. The return letters he deliveres at the ‘ ‘office ”’ 
described above. His pay his voluntary, no government aid being 
allowed, and he looks for 1s. from eaeh boat’s crew, and 5s. from 
each fish-curer. This place, take it all in all, isthe most dull and 
outlandish which I have ever seen.—-Slamp Collector’ s Magazine. 

WELL-Postep InFrorRMATION.—It is not necessary that a postman 
should possess a good voice, but it is a most essential thing that he 
should have a good “ delivery.’”’—Fun, 
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PosTMAsTERs are often called upon to answer curious questions, 
as the following extracts from Ten Years among the Mail Bags, 
shows : 

Here is one from an individual desirous of entering into a mer- 
santile transaction in the ‘ botter”’’ line, and receiving the post- 
master’s endorsement of some good ‘“*commish marchan’’ who 
could be interested in the business. 

G , Pensylvania, January 29, 1855. 

Postmaster will please to give this letter to a good Commish Mar- 
chan what he could pay for fresh botter every weak if a man would 
cent a hundred up to 3 hundred paunts my intension is to go in 
sutch bisnis You will plese rite me back ‘to this present time. Yours 
respectful J. 8. 

Pony Express.--Through the kindness of Mr. Balch, we are able 
to note two California locals not describe by Mr. Pemberton in his list. 
ist. The common oblong stamp, PAID WELLS, FARGO & CO., OVER 
OUR CALIFORNIA AND COAST ROUTES in black, together with an im- 
pression from the die of the 25c,, red, adhesive on a 3c¢., 1861, U.S. 
envelope. 2d. Same as last, without the oblong, black label. This 
is on one of Gould and Curry’s tinted envelopes, inscribed GOULD 
& CURRY, SILVER MINING CO. in white, grey tint covering entire face 
of envelope and both stamps. 

A RipicuLous STATEMENT appeared in a late number of the 
Montreal Eoening Star, to the effect that ‘* Galt boasts of a col 
lection of cancelled postage stamps of all nations, numbering over 
45.000.’ It is wonderful people will write concerning things they 
know nothing about. 

HampurG Sramp ForGrektes.—Everybody, perhaps, is not ac: 
quainted with the etymology of the word Humbug. It is a corrup: 
tion of Hamburg, and originated in the following matter :—During 
a period when war prevailed on the continent, so many false reports 
and lying bulletins were fabricated at Hamburg, that, at length, 
when anyone would signify his disbelief of a statement, he would 
say‘* You had that from Hamburg,’ and thus, *‘ That is from Ham- 
burg,” or ‘* Humbug,”’ became a common expression of incredulity, 
The city seems inclined to keep up this equivocal reputation, 
Thousands of forgeries, under the specious alias of fac-similes, 
and fictitious stamps under that of essays, are hurried off by the 
trains, or wafted by the vessels bearing the wines, and other, we 
hope, genuine merchandize of that thriving and very handsome 
emporium. When in Hamburg last year, one of the principal con: 
coctors of the impositions alluded to, unblushingly assured us the 
traffic in them answered his purpose exceedingly well, adding that 
he had a very large sale of them both in Germany and the United 
States. We should have thought our transatlantic cousins teo wide 
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awake, and the Germans too wary, to be taken in; but there can be 
no sales without buyers, whom the middle-men victimize. For the 
true interests of Philately, itis a grievous fact that the disreputable 
class of forgery-retailers are so rife. The partial decadence of the 
interesting and instructive pursuit in question, both at home and on 
the continent, is mainly attributable to the dishonest cupidity of 
certain vendors, who deal so largely in fictions and _falsities. 
These gentlemen may be assured they will themselves be the losers 
in the long run; for even the juvenile collectors are beginning to 
open their eyes to the palpable rubbish offered them; and becoming 
disgusted, will eventually seek some other pastime for leisure 
hours.---Rtoulledge’s Magazine for Boys. 

PostTaGE STAMPs.-—A young lady, being desirous of covering her 
dressing-room with cancelled postage stamps, has been so far en- 
couraged in her wish by private friends as to have succeeded in 
collecting 16,000! These, however, being insufficient, she will be 
greatly obliged if any good-natured person who may have these 
(otherwise useless) little articles at their disposal would assist her 
in her whimsical pee Address to E.D. Mr. Butt’s glover. 
Leadenhall-st., or Mr. Marshall’s, jeweller, Hackney.— Times, 1841. 


[August 29 











Correspondence. 


SANDWICH ISLAND STAMPS. 
To the Editor of ‘THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY.” 

DEAR JOURNAL,—I havein my collection six Sandwich Island stamps of the 1852 
issue, figure in fancy border, and as I have never seen more than four named, thonght it 
might interest your readers to know something about them. There are two varieties of 
each value, the differences between the two two cent ones consists in the border, and the 
same with the five cent stamps. Both varieties of the thirteen are now so well known that 
it is not worth nameing. Yours truly, PHILATELIST. 

Notrg.—We have lately been informed of the same fact by another correspondent Ep. 


Answers to Correspondents. 

H. E. 8. Savannah.—We will send Catalogues of all Auction 
Sales of Stamps to our Subscribers on receipt of Stamp for Post 
age. 

“B. W. P. Montreal.—-The Richmond stamp you send is a humbug, 
none ever having been Issued by that city. You say Lailier’s and 
Moen’s albums have spaces for it; foreigners are not expected to 
know anything about our stamps, anyhow, they always signally 
fail when they attempt to write about them. For full particulars 
concerning all Confederate locals, see back numbers of the Jour- 
NAL. 

L. A. P. New Orleans—We have heard rumors concerning a 
ten cent Charleston; we should feel obliged if you would send it 
on for our inspection. 
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Metropolitan Errand and Carrier’s Express. 


It is not often we are able to give a complete and acurate history 
of express stamps, because, for the very reason of their being 
private stamps, there is no record of their issue kept. Ifthe 
person or company is still in existence, it stands to reason they are 
not going to tell strangers their business; and if the concern is 
broken up, the books are not kept, so there is no authentic records 
to draw from, and even if the proprietor or agent is living, and 
willing to give all the information in his power, it is not often that 
a person retains a very vivid recollection of business transactions 
that were concluded twenty yearsago. Happily the above remarks 
do not apply to the Metropolitan Express stamps, as during the 
time that the business was carried on by this company, they is- 
sued a daily paper or circular, which fortunately gives all the in- 
formation that a stamp collector requires. Although, according to 
the circular, its circulation was 100,000; copies of it are now very 
scarce, and we are deeply indebted to H. E. Stockwell, Esq., for the 
one from which this article is prepared. 

The Metropolitan Errand and Carrier's Express Company was 
organized on the Ist of August, 1855, with a capital of $200,000, 
under a Charter from the State of New York. ‘The officers of the 
company were Abraham L. Hinkley, President; Samuel P. Crane, 
Secretary; Hiram Dixon, Treasurer, and George G. Jones, General 
Agent. The principal office was at 11 Pine Street, City. The 
business of the company consisted in collecting and delivering 
letters and parcels to or from any house in the city to any part of 
the world. Also the purchasing of goods and delivery, as for 
instance, a person could hail one of the company’s carriers and 
send him for a loaf of bread ora suit of clothes, or anything that 
could be purchased in any part of the world ; and they guaranteed 
to perform all of these duties better and quicker than anyone else. 

From the number before us, it appears that they had offices 
established all over the city, and had a special messenger riding 
upon every omnibus or car in the city, whose business it was to 
take any letter bearing the company’s stamp to the nearest branch 
office, to be immediately sent to the designated address. 

The stamps consisted of the following values : 1,5, 10 and 26 ets., 
and were to be used according to the annexed rates— 

For letters, newspapers or pamphlets admissable through the ap 
perture of the letter boxes, and addressed to any part of the city 
below Fourtieth street, 1 cent; unpaid ditto charged 2 cents on 
delivery. 

Packages not over 2 lbs. delivered to any part of the city below 
Fourtieth street,or registered city letters,or letters to any part of the 
United States, except California, 5 cents. 
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Parcels over 2 lbs. and not exceeding 5)bs. to any part of the 
city below fortieth street, or letters weighing over 4 0z. to any 
part of the United States, or special message below Chambers 
street, 10 cents. 

Letters not exceeding 40z. to California, Oregon, or the Sand- 
wich Isles, 15 cents. 

Parcels weighing over 5lbs. and not exceeding 20lbs. to any part 
of the city below fortieth street, 25 cents. c 

Special message below fourtieth street, 20 cents. 

4, 4 oz. letters to Great Britain, 30 cents. 

+ oz. letter to Russia, Prussia, German States or Austrian 
Empire, 40 cents. 

The stamps were engraved by Messrs. Baldwin, Bald & Couslard, 
and printed in sheets of one hundred color, red. Mention is made 
in the circular that envelope stamps are in course of preparation. 

The paper before us is composed of four pages of reading 
matter, and printed in blue ink ; the corners are ornamented with a 
representation of the companies stamp in each corner, four 1 cent 
stamps on the first page; the fives on the second, and so on. This 
accounts for some blue specimens printed on both sides, that are 
said to adoriu i -elebrated European collection, the owner of which 
was certain ticy were genuine as he had them before counterfeits 
were made! We have omitted giving any description of the design, 
as they were fully deseribed on page 77, Vol. Il of the Journat. 


>? 


i 
Our Postage Stamp Portrait Gallery. 
BY COSMOPOLITAN. 
LEOPOLD OF BELGIUM. 

In resuming the history of celebrities, commenced some time 
since in the JouRNAL, but discontinued to give place to more 
valuable matter. It would seem peculiarly appro- 
priate to devote some space to a short account of 
the monarch whose well executed likeness adorns 
this article, more especially as at this moment, the 
public attention has been greatly attracted to that 
little kingdom, which has so aptly been called ‘ the 
battle field of Europe.’ Although insignificent in 
size, itis but just to accord it a position in point of 
influence, second to no powerin Europe. From its geographic 
position it seems as a sort of balancing power to the great princi- 
palities, and from the extent and diversity of its products, it must 
always be a prosperous and thriving community. 

Leopold, Louis Philippi, Marie Victor Duke of Brabant, born 
April 9th, 1835, ascended the throne of Belgium, December 10th 
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1865, and in December 17th, took the cons‘itutional oath before 
both houses of the Legislature. A good deal of curiosity was 
manifested at that time,as to whether the new King would give a 
cordial and approving endorsement of the fundamental principles 
of the Belgium constitution. He had been previously Rison in 
most of the papers with favoring a political party, which denounced 
the Belgium constitution as departure from christianity and the 
Catholic Church, because it guarantees religious liberty, freedom 
of the press and other civil rights, in short a constitution, making 
a true republican kingdom. This report was, however, emphati- 
cally contradicted by the inaugural address, the professions made 
by the new King, of loyalty to the constitution, being strong and 
inequivical. The following short extract from the King’s speech is 
worthy of a place, as showing fully the character of the man : 

‘If I neither promise Belgium a grvat reign, like that which 
founded its independance, nor a great king like him whom we 
mourn, I at least promise the country a king, Belgium in heart and 
soul, whose whole life belongs to it.”’ 

December 22d, the Chamber of Representatives unanimously 
voted a bill fixing the Royal Civil List at 3,300,000 franes during 
the King’s reign, and granting a large sum to restore the royal 
residence. 

The favorable reception of the new King, dispelled the fear for 
the integrity of the country. How well this fear was justified, the 
history of the past four months will tell. Since the accession of 
the present King, all the promises made by him have been faith- 
fully and promptly performed, and no monarch more deserves the 
hearty support and love of his subjects. In August. 1853, he 
married the Arch Duchess, Maria of Austria, and by her has 
children, the present heir apparent being born, January 12th, 1859. 
In reviewing the life of a good King, the pen lovingly lingers on the 
page, and would fain tell of the many virtues of its subject, but 
space forbids. 

In his — life, Leopold is unquestionable the best of hus- 
bands and fathers, charitable to a fault, lavish to wantoness, the 
patron of art and artists, the world will look long for his equal. 


eee. SS oo oe 


How can we be consistent. 

‘‘That consistency is a jewel,’ has been too often asserted for 
me to attempt to deny it now, so the next thing to be considered is 
how can we use this ‘‘jewel’’ in arranging our collections. In the 
present article, I shall not attempt to lay down or discuss any rules 
for arranging a collection, but merely try and solve the first diffi- 
culty to be met with in preparing our album. 
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There has never been any album published that is perfect, or even 
consistent in naming the countries; but as a base of our argument, 
we shall take the standard authority in this country, which is fast 
becoming the standard of the world, Scott's American album. 

The first question that arrises in our mind on turning over its 
pages is, did the author intend to class the stamps issued ina 
certain extent of teritory together? because we notice the imperial] 
and republican stamps of Mexico all under the same heading, as 
also the Swiss cantons, and the Federal stamps of Switzerland all 
Sait together ; also the provisional stamps of Brattleboro’, St. 

suis, and New York, all reposing under the head of United 
States but ifthis was the mode of classification, the stamps issued 
by a part of the United States while in a state of rebellion but 
before and after, a part of the same country ought certainly to be 
under that heading, as the case is exactly the same as with Mexico! 
Again, Egypt is part of the Ottoman empire, and yet we find them 
widely separated in the album. Again. Hamburg, Bremen and 
Lubeck are parts of the North German Confederation, which will 
most likely shortly be the empire of Germany, but their stamps are 
widely separated. And so cases can be multiplied, but without our 
being able to arrive at any conclusion as to which principal the 
author acted upon. 

Again, in regard to the name of the country, we find the same 
difficulties, are countries named by their original or latest name? 
if the later collectors will have to keep pretty well posted in the his- 
tory of the times, or they will be hopelessly befogged. We notice 
the dominion of Canada and the United States of Columbia under 
their old names, and Tasmania and Uruguay have their latest ap- 
pellations given them. 

In pening these few lines, I have not attempted to say which is 
correct in either case ; but simply to call the attention of wiser 
heads than mine to some of the inconsistencies to be found in all 
albums. 

ADRS ibe)! Mihara 


Newly Issued Stamps. 

We copy from the Stamp Collectors Magazétne, a description of 
the new English halfpenny stamp. 

Great Brrrarn.—By the kindness of Mr. Atlee, we are placed 
in a position to give early intelligence respecting the forthcoming 
halfpenny stamps. He has favoured us with three specimens, ob 
tained by him from the chief office, and these we proceed to des- 
cribe. 

1. The Adhesive.—This, in its general appearance, accords with 
the description quoted by us in our July number. It is a queer 
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little thing, with enough in shape and design to prevent the slight 
est chance of confusion with the venerable penny. Itis a transverse 
oblong, about six eighths of an inch in tength, by four eighths in 
breadth. The profile of the Queen is in the centre of a rather 
small, white ovol, which leaves a considerable margin in all sides. 
The ground is formed of an engine-turned pattern of interlaced 
lines, running vertically. There is no inscription of any kind, but 
on the margin of each lateral side is the value expressed by the 
fraction—$d.—in white figures, on a solid ground. and in the cor 
ners are the usual letters. The watermark runs through several 
stamps, and consists either of the words HALFPENNY POSTAGE OR 
HALFPENNY in written characters; in the copy before us, only the 
letters LFP are visible. The color is such a compound that it is 
difficult to describe it, but we may venture to term it a lake-pink. 
The specimens from which we describe is ape fireball aelk will 
become valuable as a proof impression, as the regular issue will 
of course be perforated. 

2. The Newspaper Wrapper is a strip of unwatermarked paper, 
more than a foot in length, about five inches in width, with its 
end curved and gummed. It folds up into four, without counting 
the flap, and the stamp is struck on the uppermost fold, at about 
half-an-inch from the edge, and one-third of an inch below the 
top. The design is very neat : it consists of a narrow upright rec- 
tangle, with corners rounded. The Queen’s profile occupies the 
centre of a white circular disk ; above, on an arched label, is the 
word HALFPENNY, in long, narrow letters; and below are three solid 
circular disks, with the date divided out between them, thus—1,-10, 
70. The remainder of the stamp is filled in with an arabesque pat- 
tern. The impression is in bright green. 

3. The Post Card..-—Unusual taste is shown in the arrangement 
of the design. The card is of a light buff color, about 44 inches 
in length, by 34 in breadth; a Greek-patterned frame encloses the 
stamp and the place for the address. The design is something like 
that of the new St. Christopher series, and consists of the Queen’s 
head in a circle, with ornaments in the spandrels, and a broad 
label in the lower margin, inscribed HALFPENNY, the whole form 
ing a rectangle. The inscription, which oceupies the upper portion 
of the card, to the left of the stamp, is thus disposed: Post carp, 
THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE. TZo- 
It will be understood that the stamp is not stuck on, but is impres- 
sed with the rest of the design. The whole is printed a light lilac. 

It is worthy of notice that the plates are not numbered, nor is 
any place left for the insertion of rotation numbers hereafter. We 
do not observe that there is any kind of check-letter in the card; 
as for the wrapper, that it will be seen is treated as an envelope, 
and at each successive emission, the date will be changed. 
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Dew MARK.—We now present our readers with a fac simile of the 
new stamp for this country, and hope they will ex - ..-- 
cuse the delay in its appearance, on account of the >% 
long time it took to prepare it. ; 
ToLimA.—It appears that there was an earlier issue § 
of stamps than the one engraved in the July 
‘* JouRNAL.””’ The design of the first issue was as 
follows: Arms of New Grenada, inscribed EsTADO 
SOBRENA DE TOLIMA; color and value, 20 centavos, 
black. It is about the size of the Liberia stamps, and was sold 
by an American to an English dealer about two year’s ago. 
. THOMAS AND PRINCE IsLANDs.—While we were patiently 
waiting the appearance of the stamp for Angola, 
[SICORRE £1018) the same government was preparing a set of stamps 
; for these islands. The designs as will be noticed by 
the accompanying engravings are nearly identical. 
A The om PROVA which will be noticed on the 
accompanying cut, signifies specimen, and 
as the copy furnished our engraver had the word on, 
he, on the same principle as the Chinese tailor, 
_copied it on the cut. The colors are: 








5 reis, black. 25 reis, red. 
10 ‘* yellow. 50 ‘* green. 
20 * stone. 100 “  yiolet. 


CuNDINAMARCA.—Another State of New Crenada has also been 
found to have issued stamps. The only one yet discovered is iden- 
tical in design with the 20 centavo of the current issue of New 
Grenada, of which on engraving was given in page 14. Vol. III, 
with the exception that the words CORREOS NALES have been omitted, 
and the stamps shortened in consequence; the name CUNDINA- 
MARCA occupies the band surrounding the arms. 

UnrrTEepD Statres.—We have to record several new essays for our 
government, but hope shortly to be able to give a complete descrip- 
tion of every one that has ever been prepared for this country. 
The first, which is probably a very old one. has the following design: 
large eagle to left on shield grasping olive branch and darts, sur 
rounded by thirteen stars, E Pi.URIBUS UNUM on scroll below; SPE- 
CIMEN on arch above; figure 8 in each corner. This essay is sup- 
posed to be unique; we have never seen or heard anything of it 
before, or have been able to find anyone that has. Our next is a 
variety of the current 12 cent stamp, the head of Clay being in a 
shield, with stars on the lower band. Our last was intended for an 
envelope stamp ; but contrary to general usage is a plate engrav 
ing. W e give a description of this on the authority of Mr. Mason. 


The design i is very similar to the 30 cent stamp of the 1869 adhesive, 
but the engravers have added a group of cannons at the base. 
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ity ALY.— We annex engravings of two stamps, that i in the absence 

of information, might puzzle collectors. | Cent 20 f= 
They were prepared by order of M. Re : 
vann, the director of the Genoa theatre,|s 

and were sold for the benefit of somelz 
charitable institution. NEO REGINA, 1870, 

| signifies “‘ mask” or ** carnival’ of 1870.|63% : 

NGOLA.—The long expected stamps for this colony have at 

length made their appearance. They conform in : 








design to the description we gave of them in the Ana 
“ JOURNAL’? some time back. if 
The series came into use on the Ist of last July, ie 
and consist of the following values: 3 
5 reis, black. 25 reis, rose. if 

10 ** orange. oo gvreen, 7 

20 * stone. 100 ** violet. CAAA AS 


Nort GERMAN CONFEDERATION.—An esteemed correspondent 
in Germany, informs us that the above government has issued cor- 
respondence cards ; but as the adhesive stamps are placed upon 
them, description is unnecessary. 

BavAkIA.—We are indebted to the same person for informing 
us that the stamps of this Kingdom are now perforated. We note 
from the specimen sent us, that the design is embossed much higher 
than usual. 


Auction Sale. 

The second Auction Sale of Stamps took place on Thursday 
evening, September 8th. This sale was arranged by Mason & Co., 
and was held inthe rooms of Messrs. Leavitt, Strebeigh & Co., the 
scene of the former sale. 

The sale commenced at half-past six precisely, and at that time 
there were twelve persons present, which increased to twenty before 
the sale closed. Mr. Mason had evidently received numerous 
orders; as he purchased 207 out of the 464 lots. Mr. Brown also 
purchased a large number of lots, the balance being divided 
between Messrs. Scott, Gavit and Coster, with a few to outside 
parties. The stamps were chiefly common ones, a large number 
of lots bringing only five to ten cents per lot, one even went as low 
as three cents. The U.S. essays brought pretty good prices, and 
the albums went at about the same figures that they did last sale. 
The entire proceeds amounted to $170 in round figures. One un 
fortunate circumstance in connection with the sale, was the pre 
sence of a quantity of counterfeits, this we suppose was owing to 
Mr. Mason not having time to thoroughly superintend the arrang- 
ing of the catalogue, as he has been engaged in cataloguing a large 
collection of coins. However, we take upon ourselves to say that 
he will be glad to return the cash paid for all that do not turn out 
to be genuine. 
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The Chronological System. 


BY WALTER C. HOWARD. 


Continued from page 92. 


1869. 
BAVARIA. 
Ewvelope stamps. 

Armes in oval. 

» Kreuzers, rose 
BRITISH COLUMBIA, 

Over 3a stamp. 

eents Orange 


10 “ pink 
21 “ yellow 
50. “ violet 


1 dollar, green 
CANADA 
1 cent, orange 
» cents, rose 
CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 
Over 6d stamp. 
i pence, lilac 
CEYLON 
Head of Victoria 
1 penny, blue 
Envelope stamps. 
Head of Victoria 
i0 pence, red 
CUBA AND PORTO RICA 
Head of Queen in cirele. 


5 centavos, rose 


10 “ brown 
°0 = orange 


40 -y lilac 
FRANCE 
Vewrpoper clamps. 


Eagle large rect 


2 cents, blue 
Sit blue 
2 red 
5 red 


GAMBIA 


Head of Queen in circ’e 


- 4 pence, brown 


6 “ blue 
HOLLAND 
Armes in circle 
1 cent, black 
Ly “ rose 
Ss yellow 
1“ green 


ITALY 
Large figure 
*0 centesimi. buff 


SOUTII AFRICAN REPUBLIC. 

Arms in centre. 
1 penny, red 
3 pence, violet 
6 - blue 
1 shilling, green 

TURKEY, 
Star over creacent 


10 paras, lilac 


= green 
1 piastre, yellow 
2 ‘7 red 
5 ” blue 
25 “-vermillion 


Unpaid letiers Siamps. 
Same as laat 
20 paras, bristre 
l piastre, 
I] ‘ 


a) r? 

UNITED STATES 
Different desigus 

1 cent, buff 

OE brown 

; blue 

i“ blue 

) 


vellow 


{ 

( 

2 green 

5 “ brown and blue 

t green aud purple 

30 “ blue and carmine 

90 “ black and carmine 
WURTEMBURG 


Numeral in ova 


l 
l 
l 


» 


1 kreuzer, green 
a carmine 
Re blue 
ne orange 
NEW FOUNDLAND 
Different designs 
1 cent, head, violet 
> ‘ 


; oblong black 
NEW GRANADA 
Arms 


5 centavor, yellow 
10 s lilae 
NORTH GERMAN CONFEDERATION 
Fnvelape Sia ps. 
Figure in centre, 
2 groschen, blue 
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 
Head of Queen 


} 4 pence, black 














__ 


ROUMANTA 
HTead to left 


5 bani, vellow 
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SARAWAK 
Head in oval 
3 cents, brown 








” ae Oo SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
_ * red Head in cire! 
, blue and orange 2 pence, orange 
50 “ red and blue SPAIN 
RUSSIA Head to left in oval, 
Envelope Siamps 19 cuartos, brown 
rms 25 mils, de eseu, blue 
5 kopecs, circular, violet 50 ’ lilac 
10 : oval brown 100 ” brown 
20 ' blue 200 * ‘ green 
3U . rose 


ST. DOMINGO 
rHE END 


irmes Oblong 


real, grey 
1 “ magenta 





A Comparison. 

The most casual observer, in turning over the pages of a well- 
filled album, will notice the extraordinary number of stamps that 
have been issued by Spain, and possibly after remarking that it is 
the same with New Granada, might come to the conclusion that 
numerous changes in the designs of postage stamps, is a trust- 
worthy indication of a weak government, more especially as Great 
Britain has never changed the design of her stamp, neither has 
France more than was absolutely necessary. 

That this may be easily seen by those who have not thought over 
the subject before, | annex the following table : 

Strong governments. 

Great Britain has never changed her stamps. 

France changed the head of Liberty for Napoleon’s profile. 

Prussia changed from head of King to National Arms, with an 
additional set for Frankfort, in 1867. 

Russia never changed adhesives, but lately prepared a new set 
envelopes. 

The British Colonies, with few exceptions, still use their original 
designs. 

It will be noticed that there was a good reason for making the 
least alteration in any of the above. 

Weak governments. 
Argentine Confederation changed the design four times. 


Austria - “ five * 
srazil as “s five “ 
New Grenada S * nine ‘* 
Spain + “ sixteen times. 


Uruguay _ " six " 
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In these lists we have not counted change of paper or alterations 
of minor details asa change of design. _ 

But where is the United States, it certainly is not a weak govern- 
ment, and yet its adhesive stamps have been changed five, and its 
envelopes six times, and even now that the most beautiful designs 
ever prepared are in use, we hear of another change being contem- 
plated. To substitute others for the beautifully prepared envelopes 
now in use, is simply ridiculous, and is only holding the United 
States government up for every schoolboy in the world to ridicule. 

If the mania for change was practiced upon the revenue stamps 
it would do good and prevent fraud; and as they do not go abroad 
would not publish our fickleness to the world; but this continual 
changing of postage stamps, is something that has never been prac- 
ticed by any other respectable government in the world, and is the 
invariably accompaniment of despotic and poorly-organized nation- 
alities. 

We hope these few words may be heeded by those who have the 
yower to preserve these beautiful specimens of our country’s skill 
rom oblivion, and that we may long have the satisfaction of seeing 
these beautiful works of art bearing the ever welcome missive to 
all parts of the earth. 





The Kaffir Postman. 


You may send a Kaffir for sixty or seventy miles with a letter, 
and he will prepare for the start as quickly as if he had only a 
journey of some three or four miles to perform. First, he cuts a 
stick some three feet in length, splits the end, and fixes the letter in 
the cleft. so that he may carry the missive without damaging it by 
the grease with which his whole person is liberally anointed. He 
then looks to his supply of snuff, and, should he happen to run 
short of that needful luxury, it will add wings to his feet if a little 
tobacco be presented to him which he can make into snuff at his 
first halt. Taking an assagai or two with him, and perhaps a short 
stick with a knob at the end, called a “ kerry,” he will start off at 
a slinging sort of mixture between a run and a trot, and will hold 
this pace almost wi thout cessation. As to provision for the journey 
he need not trouble himself about it, for he is sure to fall in with 
some hut, and is equaily sure of obtaining both food and shelter. 
He steers his course almost as if by intuition, regardless of beaten 
tra cts, and arrives at his destination with the same mysterious cer— 
tainty that characterises the migration of the swallow. It is not so 
easy to address a letter in Africa as in England, and it is equally 
difficult to give directions to find any particular house or village. 
If a chief should be ona visit, and ask his host to return the call, 
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he simply tells him to go so many days in suc h a Aeeution: ‘then 
turn for half a day in another direction, and so on. However, the 
Kaflfir is quite satisfied with such indications, and is sure to attain 
his point. When the messenger has delivered his letter, he will 
squat down on the ground, take snuff or smoke—probably both— 
and wait patiently for the answer. Asa matter of course, refresh 
ments will be supplied to him, and, when the answer is handed to 
him, he will return at the same pace. Europeans are always sur- 
prised when they first see a young Kaflir undertake the delivery of 
a letter at so great a distance, and still more at the wonderfully 
short time in which he will perform the journey. Nor are they 
lesssurprised when they find that he thinks himself very well 
paid with a shilling for trouble. In point of fact. the journey is 
scarcely troublesome at all. He has everything his own way. 

rise is plenty of snuff in his box, tobacco wherewith to make 
more, the prospect of secing a fellow-countrymen on the way, and 
pert, ing a conversation with them, the dignity of being a messen- 
ger from one white chief to another, and the certainty of obtaining 
a sum of money which will enable him to adorn himself with a 
splendid set of beads at the next dance. Barefoot though he be, 
he seldom complains of any hurt. From constant usuage, the soles 
of his feet are defended by a thickened skin as insensible as the 
sole of any boot, and combining equal toughness with perfect elas- 
ticity. He will walk with unconcern over sharp stones and thorns, 

which would lame a E uropean in the first step, and has the great 
advantage of possessing a pairof soles which never wear out, but 
actually become strong by use.—Rouwtledge’s Natural History of 
Man. 


+ > oe 


Correspondence 
THE HONDURAS STAMP. 
To the Editor of “Tue AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY.” 

DeAR Srr,—It is not my purpose at this time to shed any new light on this now well- 
known stamp, but only to call the attention of collectors to, and if possible, clear up what 
to me seems to be somewhat of a mystery. 

In reading over Mr. Atlee’s note concerning it, in the August No. of the Stamp Collect- 
or’s Magazine, | was astonished as well as amused at the information it contained. In it, 
he corroborates its existence as a genuine emission ; his authority being that he has been 
informed “ by the Consul General for the Republic, that he himself caused the labels to be 
issued, either at the latter end of 1865, or early the following year.” 

I received the annexed letter some time since, and should like to know who really was 
instrumental in causing the stamps-to be issued. 

Teguc igalpa, Honduras, Apri 15, 1869. 
J. A. PETRIE, M. D, 

DEAR Sir,—I send youasample of Honduras stamps (six). This is the only kind ever 
issued, and was done at my suggestion, some months after my arrival here as Minister. 

I take pleasure inobliging you, and hope you will not hesitate to apply for anything 
you may deem worth having, or worth knowing, which you may think I can furnish. I 








——————— 
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could give you some knowledge of the statistics of this country, that would perhaps gratify 
any persons curiosity about such things. I speak and read Spanish fluently. 
] am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
R. H. ROUSSEAU, 
U. 8. Minister, resident, Honduras. 
On referring to the U.S. Record of Appointments, I find R. H. Rousseau was appointed 
U. 8. Minister, May 14th, 1866, 


ST. CHRISTOPHER. 
To the Editor of “ Tak WEEKLY JOURNAL OF PRILATELY.” 

DEAR S1rR,—I enclose you a 1 penny St. Christopher stamp, with the value in brown, 
and it became so from some acid or other that was accidently spilt over a lot of stamps. 
On taking it wp [found the value changed to the above-mentioned color, which proves that 
the whole device of the stamp in question, with the exception of the value, is printed first, 
and then the value put in, and most probably, the same dye is used for the sixpence, as they 
are similar in type, thus saving the eost of a new plate. I then tried another 1d. stamp 
with precisely the same results, immersing the stamp completely. It would thus seem as 
if the inks were not the same. Probably the 6d. show the same results if similarly treated. 
Montreal, Sep. 16. Yours respectfully. WILLIAM R. BALCH. 

[The stamp sent us is the 1 penny St. Christopher, precisely the same color as usual, with 
the exception of the value which is deep brown. We are at a loss to account for one part 
thanging and not the other, because even if the stamp was printed in two workings, the 
same ink would certainly have been used. and if it had been made differently, the color 
would not be exactly the same. Will our correspondent favor us with the name of the acid 


used.—ED. | 
Answers to Correspondence, 

A SupscritBer, Meiningen.—We make use of your communica- 
tion in another part of the page, We are highly flattered by your 
remarks, 

S, H. 8., New Orleans,—The stamps you send for our inspection 
are all genuine, 

PuiLaTeList, London.—There has never been a complete dis- 
criminating list of U. S. locals published. All the lists that have 
heretofore been printed are incorrect in nearly every particular, 
with the exception of the one being published in this paper, and 
that is not one-quarter finished, and from the small installment 
we are receiving of it, it appears that the author, to use a common 
expression, is “ stuck.” 

A Supscriper, New York.—The stamp you send is a reprint 
according to Hussey; but as we have neverseen one we know to be 
original, cannot give a decided answer. 

ENGLISHMAN, St. Louis.—Your communication is declined with 
thanks, as it states nothing new. The authenticity of the St. Louis 
stamps has been proved to the satisfaction of every intelligent 
person. 

ReEvENUr CoLLEcTor, Buffalo.—We have in preparation a com- 
plete list of Canadian revenue stamps. We never saw cancelled 
Canada law stamps with any other letters on than L. C., although 
from the fact of these being printed on afterwards, it would appear 
that the intention was to change them. On proof from the engra— 
ver, we find the following letters, 8. C.C. F. 8.8. F. F. 
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OBLTUARY. 


It is with feelings of great sorrow that we pen these 
few lines, announcing to our fellow collectors the death 
of Stecrriep Hrrsu of this City, who departed this life 
on the 14th of last August, in the 46th year of his age. 

Mr. Hirsu was one of the first gentleman who com- 
menced stamp collecting in this country, and was well- 
known to a majority of New York collectors. He was 
one of those devoted Philatelists who thought nothing 
any trouble that advanced his favorite science, and many 
are the young collectors who have frequently visited his 
house for instruction, and to view his beautiful collection, 
for unlike many collectors, we might mention, he was 
always willing to shew his stamps to rich or poor, old or 
young, and by his frequent donations of duplicates, laid 
the foundation of some of the collections, which are now 
the pride of the city. 

As a stamp collector, he was perfect. In his profession 
he occupied the highest position, and it will be many 
years ere another will be found capable of filling his 
place. A kind father and husband, his loss must leave 
a blank,which, although time may blunt the poignancy 
of the grief of those left behind, it can never fill the 
aching void in the hearts of his family. To them we 
tender our heartfelt sympathy. 


Again it becomes our melancholy duty to record the 
death of a departed friend who has been long, and fav 
ourably known by a large cirele of American Philate- 
lists. 

EwArD ALLISON CRAIG was bornat St. John N. B: 
October 5th, 1845. In 1865, he commenced business as a 
stamp dealer in his native town, which was conducted 
with considerable success up to the timeof his death. 
in 1867,he was attacked by inflamatory rheumatism, and 
has been a great sufferer upto the time of his death, 
which occured in San Francisco, on the Ist of September, 
i870,,where he had removed in the spring, in the hope 
that the climate of the Pacific Coast would effect a cure ; 
but, which also has only allured him from home, and 
friends to leave him to die among strangers. 
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A Descriptive List of all Revenue Stamps 
Known to the Compilers. 


About 12 months ago, we were preparing a series of papers to 
be published in this paper under the above heading; but Dr. 
Petrie’s arrest, combined with several letters from Commissioner 
Delano, and sundry readings of the U. 8. laws on the subject, 
deterred us from completing the papers at that time. But as we 
have been constantly requested by a large number of our subscri- 
bers to publish an article on the subject, and as we are well aware 
that a large number of stamp collectors include revenues in their 
collections, we have concluded at length to acceed to their wishes, 
prefacing our list with what we know of the laws on the subject. 

During the excitement of last October, we wrote to the Attorney 
General, and clearly stated the facts of the case to him, stated the 
number of collectors, and the number of stamps they usually ob 
tained, and the position they occupied in society; also gigabit out 
the fact that the families of six State Governors, to our knowledge, 
owned collections, and that numerous Senators and Congressmen 
collected these stamps, to which we received a reply informing us 
in polite language that it was none of their business, and ii we 
wanted to know we could find out. Well, there was only one way 
to find out, and that was to bring a test case before the courts, 
which would cost from one to twenty thousand dollars, and as we 
did not feel interested to that amount in the case, we let it drop. 

We annex the law on the subject: 

“ Tospacco STAMpPs.—As stamps are only intrusted to collectors for sale, and they ar 
limited in making sales to the three classes of persons above-named, and as no sales « 
stamps can be made for the government for any less price than the value indicated by the 
denomination of the stamp, the sale of stamps by any other person than a collector is deem 
ed to be illegal. Manufacturers and dealers are, therefore, cautioned to purchase their 
stamps only of collectors in their respective districts.” 

“To sell or give away, buy, accept, or use for putting up tobacco or snuff, any empty 
stamped box, bag, vessel, wrapper. or envelope of any kind, or the stamped portion thereof, 
renders a person liable, on conviction, to a fine of $ 100, and imprisonment for not less than 
20 days and not more than one year.” 

“The law declares any person who shall commit either of the following offenses guilty 
of a felony. (Section 39.)” * * * * * * * * ; 

“4 Receiving, buying, selling, giving away, or having in possession any stamp so remo\ 
ed.” 

In our opinion, there is only one person in the U. 8. who knows 
anything about these laws, as we have spoken to several eminent 
counsellors who knew nothing about them, and who would not 
admitthat they had the slightest reference to collectors. Be this 
as it may, it is certain that a late case that came before one of the 
first judges of New Jersey; a collection of revenue stamps contain- 
ing specimens of each class and nearly complete, was handed 
round forthe examination of the bench, and was looked at with 
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evident pleasure, amusement and instruction by all present, includ- 
ing the District Attorney, and many legal lights, and none of them 
knew that there was anything criminal in the owning of the beauti- 
ful volume. 

In our opinion it is not against the law to collect foreign revenues 
or unused U.S. revenues, that are sold to the public, or special 
proprietary stamps, such as patent medicine or match stamps that 
have been obtained from the publishers. 

[t is illegal to remove any stamp from any parcel, box or paper 
that requires any government stamps. 

We shall, however, give as complete a list of all U. 8S. stamps as 
possible; first to make our article complete, and also for the benefit 
of the 33 per cent, of our readers residing out of the U. 8. 

UNITED STATES 
DOCUMENT STAMPS. 

The design consists of head of Washington in oval in centre, in 
scribed U. Ss. INTERNAL REVENUE, together with the value and use 
to which it was originally intended to be put. The stamps below 
25 cents, are small rectangle, above that value they are about the 
same width but double the length, they vary, however, for nearly 
every value. The $2.00 stamps are 3} broad, by 14 deep. The colors 
are as follows: 1e., red, 2e., blue, yellow, 3c., green, 4c., violet 5red 
6c. orange, 10c. blue, 15¢., brown, 20c., red, 25c., red, 30c., violet, 40c., 
brown, 50c. blue, 60c., orange, 70c., green, 1d, red, $1.30, orange, $1.50 
blue, $1.60, green, $1.90, violet, $2.00, red, $2.50, violet, 83.00, green, 
$3.50 blue. s5.00, red, $10.00, green, $15.00, blue, $20.00, orange, $25.00, 
red, $50.00, green, $200, green and red. The shades vary in all, but 
more particularly in the $2.50 which is found in every tint between 
pale violet and dark brown. The $5.00 is also found in every shade 
between pale pink and dark red. The varieties are as follows : 


Agreement, : ; : 5 | 20, 30, 50, 701.00, 1.30, 1.60 1.90 
Bank Check, . : ; 2 | Inland Exchange 4, 5, 6, 10, 15, 
Bill of Lading . LO 20,30, 40, 60, 1.00, 1.50 
Bill of Sale, ; ; ' 25 2.50, 3.50 
Bond, ; : 25 | Insurance, 25 
Certificate, *2, 5,10, 25 | Lease, ; ; 50, 1.00 
Contract, :, 2 : 10 | Life Insurance, 25, 50, 1.00 
Charter Party, 1.00, 3.00 | Manifest, 1.00, 3.00, 5.00 
: 5.00. 10.00 | Mortgage, 50. 1.00, 2°00. 5.00 
Conveyance 5O, 1.00 2.06. 5.00 10.00, 15.00, 25.00 
10.00, 20.00 | Original Process, . : 50 

Entry of Goods, 95, 50, 1.00 Passage Ticket. - "BO. 100 
Express, ' 1, 2,5 | Playing Cards, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 


Foreign Exchange, 3. 5, 10,15, | Power of Attorney, 10, 25. 1.00 
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Probate of Will, 50, 1.00, 2.00, | Surety bond, : , 50 

5.00, 10.00, 20.00, | Telegraph, . » WS 
Protest, , ‘ . 25 | U. S. Inter Rev., 2, 50.00, 200.00 
Proprietary 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,10 | Warehouse Receipt, , 20 


Note.—This list was published in No. 15 of this paper; but as it then appeared, it in 
cluded numerous mythical stamps that had been vouched for by various persons ; but after 
diligent search we are enabled to state p»sitively that the list as here published notes every 
one prepared by this government.— ED. | 


BEER STAMPS —First issue. 

Large design composed of lathe work, with quantity of beer in 
words, and numerals in centre; U.S. INTERNAL REVENUE in half 
circle above value in words. In scroll below, numeral of value at 
each side of inner circle; stamp above; design slightly differing 
in each; scolloped edges. Circular size. 2-$ in. Col. im. 


1-8 barrel, 124 cents, orange 1-2 barrel, 50 cents, brown 
~** 16%“ green l ‘© $1, black 
1-4 * 6 * blue 1 hogshead, $2, red. 


Second Issue. 
Same as last issue. with the word stamp erased, and the space 
occupied with various designed black labels. Col. im. 


1-8 barrel, 124 cents, orange 1-2 barrel, 50 cents, brown 
Be. 8 16% green l i Ee black 
a" = 25 as blue 1 hogshead, $2, red 


Third Issue. 

Large design composed of lathe work, with large space in centre 
occupied with waved lines of different colors printed across the 
stamp, and inscribed PLACE FOR CANCELLATION. U. 8. INTERNAL 
REVENUE BEER STAMP in circle the size of stamp; small circle 
above or below inscribed with the size of barrel in words and 
numerals ; value above or below in numeral or words, ornamented 


angles, design slightly different in each square. Size, 2-¢ in. Col. im, 


1-8 barrel, 124 cents, brown 1-2 barrel, 50 cents, red 
i * 16% “ orange l . $1, blue 
1-4 * 25 “ green 1 hogshead, $2, black 


*,* This list is believed to be perfect. 


CIGAR STAMPS. 

Circle in centre, inscribed U. 8. INTERNAL REVENUE INSPECTOR’S 
sTAMPs. Head Lincoln each side. The months of the year above 
and numerals for every day of the month below dated 1865. D 
v. size 1 by 12in. Col. im. 

50 cigars, black. 100 cigars, black. 
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Centre inscribed Uv. 8S. INTEKNAL REVENUE CIGAR STAMP 
Landscape views at each side; numeral of value in various places. 
D: v. size 1 by 15 in. Col. im. 

15 do)'ars per thousand, black 

95 “6 - yellow 

40 sé bs pink 

Design of lathe work with view of treasury in small oval in centre, 

blank spaces for the inspector’s name, weight, and date, U. 8. IN- 
TERNAL REVENUE above, IMPORTED CIGARS below. Size 1 6-8 by 
12% Col. im. 
Brown Green 


Design of lathe work, inscribed v.s. CUSTOMS, IMPORTED, PER 
blank incentre. Portrait of Washington on each side. Blank for 
inspector's signature, date and port of entry. Size, 1} by 15 in. 
Col. im: 

Red 
Similar to last, with 100 cigars in place of IMpoRTED, and IN- 
SPECTORS STAMP in place of blank. Size, 14 by 15 in. Col. im. 
Brown, 
Similar to last without the portraits, inscribed UNITED sTATES 
INTERNAL REVENUE INSPECTORS STAMP. Size l{by 11}. Col: im 
Fifty cigars, blue, 

Handsome design of lathe work, head Washington each side, 
with blanks for signature, ete., inscribed in centre 250 cigars IN 
TERNAL REVENUE INSPECTOR’S U. 8. STAMP. Size 14 by 14%. Col 
impression. 

250 cigars, black. 
Present Issue. 

Similar in appearance to last, each one different in design. Col. 
impression, 

25 cigars, head Washington, vermillion, 14 by 9} in 


> ship, green, 14 by 12 in 
oo sailor resting on barrel, black, 14 by 14 
150 * soldier and horse, blue, 14 by Lin. 


*.* Probably not half of the earliest issues are noted. 


CIGARETTE STAMPS. 

Lathe work strip with female bustin centre, inscribed in various 
places U. Ss. INTERNAL REVENUE, 500 CIGARETTES WEIGHING NOT EX- 
CEEDING 3LBS PER THOUSAND, TAX PAID 75 CENTS Size6-8 by 13 
in. Col. im. 

500 cigarettes, black. 
To be continued. 
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Newly Issued Stamps. 

UnIreD States.—We give representations of two of the values 
of our new envelope stamps and also the watermark; we had at 
first intended to watermark the paper with the design used by 
government for this purpose, but on reflection, came to the conclu 
sion that it would not add to the appearance, nor would it not be 
so useful for reference, so we print it in violet. The same remarks 
applies to the stamps, if we had embossed the heads, they would 
have pressed down with binding, and not have appeared so well to 
posterity as they will now. 

We are happy to be. able to state that there will be no change 
for the present in our envelopes, the new contractors not being able 
to engrave the stamps to suit the department, (the ones they sub- 
mitted were described in the WEEKLY,) the contract: has been re- 
awarded to G. H. Reay, Esq. 

BeLGium.—The expected returned letter stamps have now made 

ar their appearance, and we think our readers will unite 

* with us in the opinion that they are much finer than 

; this class of stamps are usually made. The colors 
- and values are— 

10 centimes, green | 26 centimes, blue 
They are printed on plain white unwatermarked 
RA. Paper. 

ALSCACE AND LORRAINE. —Stampsof the annexed designs, have 
been issued by the Prussians for use in the con- pegs 
quered provinces, and in this matter have shown 
considerable delicacy and judgment, as there is : 








nothing in the design to offend the most fastidious, 
in fact, it is very probable that many Frenchmen 
would prefer this simple design to the hated pro- 
file of the man who left them in their sorest need. 
The colors and value areas follows: 1 centime, 
green, 2 brown, 4 grey; 10 orange, 20 blue 


(US SU YY 
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GREAT Briain Lbove we give a representation.of the new 
Post Card: we also annex engravings of the half-penny adhe 
sive, and the newspaper wrapper, all of 
which were described last month; but 
at the last moment, we find that this 
country hasadded still another stamp 
to its rather extended list,the last comer 
representing the value of three half pence; the design 
is very similar to the current penny, the difference 
consisting in the following inscription on a shield- 
shaped band: POSTAGE, THREE HALF-PENCE. This 
stamp was engraved some ten years ago. but was al 
that time discarded; but now after laying idle so long, comes into 
active use. The color is the same as the 1 penny and $ penny ad 
hesive, which we think remarkably strange in a country so me 
thodical as England, they have now one value of postage stamp in 
three different colors, and three values in one color. 


V. 


M 
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Pano E : Epw arp ISLAND —_W e are now enabled to give an en- 
graving of the new stamp for this island, which we 
described last August. We are rather late with 23 
the cut, but we insert inon the principal of ** better 
late than never 

HoLLaNnp.—We learn from the Stamp Collector’ s 
Magazine, that this country is about issuing two 
new stamps of the arms series, $ cent, blue, and 24 
cent, purple, and also that post cards are about to | 
be issued. 

PARAGUAY.—We can scarcely believe our own words when we 
write that ‘“‘ Paraguay has at last issued stamps,” but so it is, and 
we are pleased that ‘The American Journal of Philately which 
anihilated the bogus ones put forth by swindlers a couple of years 
ago, is the first to describe a genuine emission for this country. 

The design consists of arms in circle (lion rampant, with pole and 
liberty cap) inscribed REPUBLICA DEL PARAGUAY UN REAL in band 
surrounding circle, UNo above and below; fignre 1 in circle in each 
corner; the color iscarmine. This is the only value we have seen, 
but we hear that there are several others. 

Russta.—The 3 kopeec stamps of this country are now coming 
over printed on the background of the five, making a curious vari- 
ety. We suppose it is a mistake of the printer, and it is not likely 
that many have been issued in this State, which will make it very 
searce in a short time. 


~.T. 


IOS 


my 





Great Brirarn.—While on the subject of accidental varieties, 
we must chronicle a scarce one of the1 shilling of this country ; it 
has large letters in the upper and small ones in the lower corners. 
The stamp is cancelled, and perhaps there never was another. The 
letters are I. B. B. I 

Russia, BeLtozersk.—We are now enabled to describe another 
Russian local. The design consists of the following words in Rus- 
sian characters: BELOZERSK VILLAGE POST PRICE 2 KoP., white nu- 
merals of value in black circles at each angle, with frame compo- 
sed of three straight lines of red covering it. Black impression, 
smal] rect. The town of ee lies in the same government or 
country as Bogorodsk, i. e. Novgorod. 


LivonrIa now favors us with a new issue, which is very similar 
to the last, with the exception of the arms, which are lacking from 
the green field in the new one. The groundwork is also much 
prettier than the last, and although there is scarcely any descriable 
difference, the inscription remaining the same, the stamp has a 
much better appearance. 
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Sketches of little-known Stamp Countries, 
BY DR. C. W. VINE, 
ORANGE FREE STATES. 

Jetween 28° and 290 south latitude, flows near South Africa the 
beautiful river from which the subject of our paper takes its name. 
It was called by the natives, Gariep—The River, and by the early 
Dutch settlers. (zro ite River -th » Great River It is bordered with 
magnificent trees, among which a species of weeping willow is 
noteworthy, as far as its mouth, near Cape Voltas; near which, 
also, are rich copper and iron mines. 

The river abounds with fish, and twenty-four years ago was 
prophesied by a traveller as likely to play an important part in the 
destiny of the colony. In 1836, Sir W. C. Harries pronounced it a 
trackless desert or howling wilderness, where no man permanently 
dwelt or possessed land ; where, for hundreds of miles, the eye was 
ungreeted by any trace ofhuman industry ! by the slightest vestige 
of human habitation! The Saguas, termed Boschjesmans, or 
bushmen, by Europeans, a most uncivilized race, where the origina] 
possessors of the vast tracts of land on both sid*s of this river ; but 
are now shunted off further north by the progress of civilization. 

Soon after the above date, some emigrant farmers from the Cape 
commenced settling in this territory. In 1848, it was formally an 
nexed to the British Empire by Governor Sir Harry Smith's procla- 
mation, dated February 3d ; but on the 23d of the same month, six 
years later, the British Government formally resigned all authority 
in the colony, and it is nowin the hands of a President freely 
elected by the inhabitants, assisted by an Executive Couneil, Land 
drosts and Hemraden in the several districts, and the several mem- 
bers of a sort of {louse of Commons, called Volksraad. 

About two-thirds ofits 70,000 square miles of area is occupied 
by a population of European origin, amounting to about 13,000, 
The remaining portion, chiefly among the mountain ranges to the 
eastward, is peopled by the natives. 

The state is a high table-land, gently sloping to the west, perhaps 
about 5,000 feet above the level of the sea. This elevation secures 
a drier and more temperate climate than would be expected so near 
the tropic—bracing and peculiarly beneficial to invalids. The 
enormous flats of the country form a striking feature; they are 
covered with thousands of game of sundry varieties, answering to 
the uncouth names of springuok blesbok, hartebeest, quagga, 
wildebeest, and the “king of beasts”’ The admirable adaptation 
of the country for rearing the best merino sheep, before the lapse 
of many years must raise it to an important position. 
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In the easternmost. or mountanious portion of the state, agricul- 
tural farming can be carried on to any extent without artificial irri 
gation. The finest sort of wheat India and Kaffir corn can be raised 
toalmost any amount, Fruits and vegetables of all kinds will 
grow inthe greatest luxuriance. Coal and iron have been already 
found ; but the mineral wealth is still to be developed 

From north to south, the state may measure about 375 miles. 
It is divided into five districts, viz.:—Caledonian River; chieftown, 
Smithfield ; that of Bloemfontein, the capital; Fauresmith, or 
Sanna’s Port; that of Winburg; and lastly, Harrismith, or Vaal 
River. 

The capital lies 29° 8 S. latitude, and 262 7 E. longitude, about 
80 miles N. of Smithfield. It contained, ten years back, some hun 
dred houses, many of them fine buildings,—a Dutch church, 
erected at a cost of £2,000; an Episcopal church; a Roman Catho 
lic chapel; and a Government school-house. Since that time, the 
place has been continually increasing in size and stability. In 
1850, a single buyer purchased the whole of the wool grown in the 
district of Bloemfontein, consisting of 60 bales; half a dozen years 
later, 1,200 bales were brought into the town for sale. 

The foundation stone of an educational establishment was laid 
by President Boshof, in the presence of the Volksraad and other 
functionaries. Sir George Grey munificiently endowed the institu 
tion with a grant of £5,000 Part of this was devoted to the erect 
tion of suitable buildings, leaving an annual amount of £180 per 
annum for working expenses, which was doubled by a vote of the 
Volksraad. This raises the standard of Bloemfontein intellectually 
high among the South African towns 

In 1856, the white population amounted to nearly 13,000; there 
were between 3,000 and 4,000 colored native servants, totally un 
civilized, and upwards of 4,000 Hottentots more advanced in civili 
sation 

The State President receives a salary of £600 per annum ; the 
Government Secretary, £250; the State Attorney and Postmaster 
General, the same sum, and the Register of Deeds, £300. Religion 
is represented chiefly by the Dutch Reformed Church, also by 
Episcopalians and Papis sts. The Friend of the Free State of Blo- 
emfontein Gazette is published once a week.—The Philatelist. 


ass RNR OR OR 


Auction SALE.—J. W, Scott & Co. evidently intend to keep up 
the excitement in the matter of sales, as they have another one in 
preparation, full particulars of which will be announced er’e long. 

Apvicr To Buyers—W hen at auction sales, bid quick, and don’t 
get thinking how much the last lot brought, or you stand a good 
chance to loose bargains. 




















~ 
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Russian Locals. 

In the August number of the ‘* JouRNAL,”’ we gave a complete 
history of these stamps, and since then we have described another 
variety which we had an opportunity of examining, and from the 
appearance should certainly pronounce it genuine, Since that 
time we have been favored with the perusal of a private letter from 
a well-known amateur to a gentleman here, in which he says—* I 
have written to the postmasters of Bogoradsk Schlusselberg and 
Borsertehi, and from the first two I received answer that local 
stamps did not exist in their districts, and the third did not take the 
trouble to answer me atall. But not satisfied with that, as Schlus 
selburg lies only about 45 miles from St. Petersburg. I took a 
trip to it, still to no purpose, as I was positively assured by the 
Mayor there, that they never had been issued, so what conclusion 
are wetocometo * * * IT have never seen any on letters, but 
have had all the specimens described in the American Journal of 
Philately, excepting the Schlusselburg one.’ After reading this, 
we could only echo the writer's words, ** what conclusions are we 
to come to.”’ First, we have the stamps vouched for by persons 
we considered above suspicion, and another great thing in their 
favor is that they have not got common, which, if they had have 
been humbugs, they very likely would have, as of course it would 
be useless for a person to go to the expense of engraving and prin 
ting stamps if they did not sell them afterwards. And now we 
have the assurance from a well-known Philatelic amateur, whose 
testimony is unpeachable, that two of the postinasters who are said 
to have issued these stamps, denied all knowledge of them, and the 
Mayor of another of the districts states positively that there were 
never any issued in his district. After this, speculation is useless, 
we can Only await further information, which we can assure our 
readers, that we have several persons in different parts of Russia, 
commissioned to procure at any cost. 


WAS SRRBREAS EO 


Clippings. 

INTERESTING TO PriInTERS.—The most extraordinary /etterpress 
in the world is to be seen at the General Post-office on Valentine’ s 
day.— Judy. 

THE FIRs¢ of the regular line of post office packets to New South 
Wales was the Mary Sharp, which left Gravesend for Sydney, on 
February 2d, 1844. 

HAVE YOU EVER REFLECTED that when you stick a stamp ona 
letter, you shoot out your tongue at your sovereign? though it is 
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true you get behind him to do so. Perhaps it is for this cause that 
many stamps, bearing the augusteffigies have been replaced by 
arms.—Le Co. lectionneur. 

A Fine OrrictaL StyLe— The Pall Mall Gazette says, a gentle- 
man who applied at the Sydney post office for information respect 
ing a letter, which some months since he had addressed to the care 
of Poste Restante there, was informed, in reply, that the letter 
‘*had become invalid, owing to the effluxion of time’ 

LABOR SAVED.—A clever invention by Pearson Hill, Esq., son of 
Sir Rowland Hill, has just been introduced into the Edinburgh 
post office, after successful trials in the General post-offices of Lon- 
don, Manchester and Liverpool. It is a machine, worked in a very 
simple way, for stamping letters, so as to lessen the labor involved 
in hand-stamping, and to secure more perfect impressions. We 
are sure Mr. Hill deserves the thanks of both employes and the 
public for his valuable invention.—Stamp Collector’ s Magazine. 

DATES OF Emission OF PrusstaAn Sramps.—Mr. J. M. Chute, of 
Massachusetts, has favored us with a list of these dates, which inay 
be relied on as correct, as it was obtained, with a couple of sets of 
stamps. through the United States legation at Berlin, from 
Prussian postmaster general. On checking this with Gray’s cata 
logue, we found the dates (of the year) generally agree; the day of 
emission is not quoted there. Berger-Levrault’s work is in exact 
accordance with the list, except with respect to the first envelopes. 
He places the entire series under the date September 15th, 1851, 
whereas on that day it appears only the three lower values, 1, 2 
and 3 s. gr. came out; the remaining four not seeing the light 
until the 20th November, 1852. Levrault. and with him Gray, 
place the emission without threads under 1857, but the true date 
appears to be November 2, 1853. We should note that the two 
sets of stamps above referred to, which was sent from Berlin on the 
4th of March of the present year, did not include the 3 pf. and 6pf. 
envelopes said to have been issued in or about January. Query 
had these envelopes any actual currency.—Jbid. 

We learn from authentic sources that the old issue of Nova 
Scotia has been reprinted, and already we find some of them get 
ting in the market. Weshould advise collectors to keep their old 
used specimens, instead of buying these bright reprints at two or 
three dollars the set 


Answers to Correspondence. 
W. R. B., Montreal.—We should like to hear from you when 
ever convenient. 
H. H. H., Halifax.—Thanks for your information. 
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Descriptive List of all Revenue Stamps. 
Continucd from pay ee 
CIGAR STAMPS, Continued. 
500 cigars, old man and child, orange, 14 by 15 in. 
TOBACCO STAMPS.—JFiirsf Jssive. 
Class 16, Various desigus composed principally of lathe work. 
Col. im 


2 oz. Sailor’s head in figure 2, green, size small rect. 


{oz. Trappers head green, size 5-8 by 7 in. 
8 oz. Indian, , size 6-8 by 7 in. 
16 oz. Sailor, . size lby 8 in 


Class 32, printed on tinfoil, size 14 by 3-6-8 in. 
Loz. U.S. arms in centre, blue. 
l oz. Portrait of Washineton, cold. 
Class 32, various designs, black im., white paper 
oz. Negro Head, in large numeral, small rect. 
| oz. Head Goddess of Liberty "s 


2 OZ. 7 

t oz. Head of a Spaniard in oval, size 5-8 by 6 7-8 in. 
6 OZ: aie Biacksmith, size 6-8 by 7 in. 

8 OZ ‘to right size, 6-8 by 7 in. 
16 oz. ‘‘ofa Gardener, size 1 by 8 in. 


Class 32, various designs, inscribed MANUFACTURED TOBACCO 
ize 1 6-8 by 2 6-8 in. Col. im 
lb. Negro’ and cotton bale, black 
i lb. Farmer mowing, black 
2 lb, Sailors talking, black 
3 lb. Overseer on horseback, black 
5 lb. Negros working on plantation, black 
10 Ib. Indian smoking, brown 
20 lb. Girls with fruit, green, 
21 lb. Mechanic. black 
10 lb. Cooper working, brown 
5O lb. 
60 lb. Ploughman resting, black 
100 lb. Old man cutting a stick, green 
Pre N¢ nt Issue . 
Class 16, various designs similar to last, but all of the present 
issue stamps have a blank space left on them, labelled ‘‘ space for 
cancellation.’ Col. im. 
2 oz. Bust Goddess of Liberty, green, size 5-8 by 6 in. 
4 oz. Head - size 5-8 by 8 in. 
8 oz. Four persons, * size 1 by 12 in. 
1 oz. Negro working, ‘* size 1 by 12 in. 
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Class 32, similar designs. Col im. 
+ oz. Head Washington, black, size 5-8 by 6 in. 
loz. ‘* Goddess of Liberty, black, size 5-8 by 6 in. 
20z- ‘* Female, size 5-8 by 6 in. 7 


Class 32, various designs and sizes. Black im. on white paper, 
from 4 to 5 pounds inclusive, have colored loops printed on the 
paper, and are 24+ by 14. The higher values are 2? by 64 in. 


2lb, 16 cents, ship, pink groundwork 
11b- 22° “* 

2b. 64 ** figure of Liberty, blue 
3lb. 96“ Turk smoking, green 


5lb. 1.60 Soldier, brown 
10lb. 3.25 Sailor 
15lb. 4.80 Eagle 
201b. 6.40 Figure of Justice, 
21lb. 6.72 ” Faith 
22lb. 6.94 Same as last, figure reversed 
40lb. 13.80 Portrait Sherman 
5Olb. 16.05 
60lb. 19.00 Portrait Grant 
1L00lb. 32.10 


wT a 
STAMPED PAPER. 
These stamps are printed by the government printers on any paper furnished them tor 
that purpose- Formerly they were impressed in any tint desired, but now buff is the only 


color in which they are printed. 


CHECK STAMPS. 
Figure 2in centre, TWO CENTS above and below, INTERNAL RE- 


VENUE to right and left, u. s. above, and numerals below in circles 
Size 1 by 7-8 in. buff, black. 


This stamp was sometimes printed in strips, to appear as if one 
was pasted three-quarters over the other, so asto occupy about a 
line in wiadth. They were used by the New York clearing house. 

Eagle in gothic oval, INTERNAL REVENUE in curved line above 
TWO CENTs in straight line below, v. s. at top, and numeral below, 
ornamented corners and frame. Size 1-7 8 by 1-1-4 in. 

buff, black, violet. carmine, brown, green. 

Eagle in circle surrounded by UNITED STATES INTERNAL REVE 
NUE, TWO CENSS. figure ten in sircle above and below, with orna- 
ments surrounding . Size 1-7-8 by 1-1-4 in. 

buff. 
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BONDS, LNSURANCE POLICIES, &c. 

Head Lincoln in gothic oval, INTERNAL REVENUE in curved line 
above, value in words below, v. s. at top, numeral below, orna 
mental corners and frame. Size 1-18 by 2 in. 

5 cents, bff, 10 cents. buff, 5 cents, buff on blue paper, 10 
cents, buff on blue 

Shield with eagle in centre, INTERNAL REVENUE in arched line 
above, value below, U. s. in upper corners, numeral below, orna 
mented frame. Size 14 by 14-1n. 

25 cents, buff, 25 cents, buff, on blue paper 
50 cents, buff, 50 cents, buffon blue paper 

Head Washington on medallion, in oblong frame, lathe work 
above and below frame, inscribed UNITED STATES INTERNAL REVE- 
NUE at sides ONE DOLLLAR above and below. Size 14 by 3 in. 

1 dollar, buff 

Large head of Washington to left incirecle, ornaments on each 
side, Inscription UNITED STATES INTERNAL REVENUE. Size 44 by 
i+ in. 

There are two varieties of these stamps— 70 be continued 


+? Believed to be correct 


<= 


The Old English Newspaper Stamp. 

The old newspaper stamp, abolished on Friday, September 30, 
had an existence of 158 years, In the year 1712 Queen Anne sent a 
message to the House of Commons complaining of the publication 
of seditious papers and factious rumours, by which means design- 
ing men had been able to sink credit, and the innocent had suffer 
ed. On the 12th of February in that year a committee of the House 
was appointed to consider the best means for stopping the then 
existing abuse of the Liberty of the press. The evil referred to had 
existence in the political pamphlets of the period. A tax upon the 
;ress was suggested as the best means of remedying the evil, 
and for the purpose of avoidiugastorm of opposition the impost 
was tacked on to a Bill for taxing soaps, parchment, linens, silks; 
calicoes, &c. The result of the tax was the discontinuance of many 
ofthe favourite papers of the period, and the amalgamation of 
others into one publication. The Act passed in June, 1712, came 
into operation in the month of August following, and continued for 
32 years. The stamp was red, and the design consisted of the rose, 
shamrock, and thistle, surmounted with a crown. In the Spectator 
of June 10, 1712, Addison makes reference to this subject, and 
predicts great mortality among *‘ our weekly historians.’’ He also 
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mentions that a facetious friend had described the said morta ity a 
‘*the all of the leaf.’ The witty Dean Swift, in his Journal 


lo 


Sfeila, under date of August 7, speaks of Grub-street as being 
dead and goue. According to his report the new stamps had made 


sad Lavoe with the Gdbscrrer the Mlying Post, the Eramin 


and Medley. Twelve years afterwards—namely in 1724—the 
House of Commons had under consideration the practices of cer- 


tain printers, who had evaded the operation of the Stamp Act by 
printing the news upon paper between the two sizes mentioned by 
the law and entering them as pamphlets, on which the duty to | 
paid was 3s. for each edition. Its deliberations culminated in 


resolution to charge 1d. for every sheet of paper ‘‘on which any 
journa!, mercury, or any other newspaper whatever shall be print 


ed, and for every half-sheet thereof the sum of one halfpenny 


} 


sterling.”’ In 1761 thestamp duty upon newsp: pers was made |e 
or 4/. 1s. 8d. 

was effected on the 28th of May, 1776, when Lord North advane 
the price from 1d. to 13d. Another alteration was made on the 
12th of August, 1789. On this occasion the stamp was increas 
} 


1 ] 


1774, to 347. ‘he highest rat 


or 1,000 sheets. The next change in the stamp duty 


d 


AA 
from 137. to 2¢. In 1794 the stamp went up to 24¢., and in May, 
ate o: the stamp was obtained in 1815, 


whenthe amount was 4d After this date a period of decline 


ensned. In the reign of William IVY. an Act was passed for th 
reduction.of stamp duty upon newspapers from 4d. to 1d., and 4d. 
upon any supplement. This Act came into operation on the 15th 


of September, 1836, from which date the rise of the cheap paper 
era may be dated. The next improvement occured in 1855, when 


the compulsory use of the stamp was abolished, save and except 
asa means of passing the paper through the post. During t 
last session we had the latest touch of stamp Act legislation, when 
it was decided to determine the operation of the o!d Act, and t 


i 


) 


inaugurate a new order of things more din accordance with the 


liberal spirit of the age.—Jtock. 
————______-——-a¢ <> ¢ 


Picron Posr.—The latest Parisian novelty isa plan to convey 
letters by pigeons. The missives are not of the ordinary size 
for in that case no bird could carry more than one ortwo. The 
idea is to call inthe aid of photography, which would print a letter 
in an infinitesimally small space, to be enlarged afterwards 
by the aid of the microscope for the benefit of the receiver. 
Thus 30,000 answers, each printed about the size of a pin 
point, might be sent by one pigeon. 
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Newly Issued Stamps. 

UNITED STATES,—At length we are enabled to lay before our 
readers a complete list of the new issue of Stamped Envelopes for 
our own country, and are happy to add that there is every likeli 
hood of their having a longer lease of currency than any of the 
preceeding issue 

To make this list complete, we shall repeat some information that 
has already appeared in these pages. 

The design of the stamps consists of different profiles, to left in 
oval frames inscribed U. 8s. POoSfAGE above, and the value below in 
colored letters, with value in numerals in white, at sides in differ 
ently shaped spaces. The values, colors, profiles, and shaped 


spaces for the numerals, are as follows : 

| cent, blue, Franklin, numerals at sides in ovals 

2 cents, brow! Jackson, ait ay . cirel 

ania creen Washington 

 ' carmine, Lincoln - - s 6! hUoFnis 

LO , brown, Jefferson, = 

i2 ** very dark purple, Clay, numerals at sides in circle 
15 orange, Webster, numerals at sides in transverse oval 
24 ‘ purple, Seott o fe 6 shields 

30 black. Hamilton -'s ee ‘* octagons 
QO * carmine, Perry ie Sf ‘** shields 


These are beautifully embossed on envelopes, made in the best 
possible manner, of the following colored papers: white, lemon, 
salmon, orange, and Manilla for the wrapper. We give a diagram 
of the sizes on anothe1 page, to which the letters on this list refer. 
The colors are those of the paper from which the envelope is 
made 

| cent, lemon, size 


+) 


1) 

EK; lemon and orange, size D; orange, size C 
Manilla wrapper 

3 «8 white, size F, white, lemon and salmon, size D; white and 
lemon, size C, white and salmon, size B 

6 oe white and lemon, size D; white and salmon, size B 

LO ne white and lemon, size D 

12, 15, 24. BU and 90 cents, white, size A 

Making 25 different envelopes and 18 varieties of stamps for those 
who cut them off. 

As envelopes for the use of the public, they are faultless: but 
we wish, for ihe benefit of collectors, that the government would 
print the one cent on a white envelope, so that amateurs could 
have one complete set on one colored paper 

The above list is from an official source, and notes every variety 
that was provided for by the contract; but itis possible that other 
sizes and papers may be added, not forgetting the 7 cent at the 
close of the war. 


cents, white, size 
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Newspaper Wrapper. 


Stze 4 
size B. 


Size C. 
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Mauritius.—We annex a representation of a government hand 
stamp used in this colony. The design is 
rather superior to the general run of this 
class of stamps; but it is of little import 
ance to collectors, as there are but few who 
care to collect such things. 

New GreENADA.—We now give our 
readers a fac simile of the 
latest five cent stamp issued 
by this government, it was 
fully described in the August 
number of this paper. 





[raty.—The American Bank Note Company are 
reparing a new set of stamps for this country; we 
1ope to give full particulars in our next. 

ParaGuay.—We have now to announce two companions for the 
adhesive of this country, that was described in the last number of 
the JouRNAL. They are of similar design to the one real already 
described, and as we intend to give illustrations next month, we 
will not tire our readers with further description. The colors and 
values are two reals, blue, three reabs, black 
‘ CuBbsa.—Taking a lesson from the beHegrents in the old world, has 
issued an army stamp of the annexed 
design. It is also stated that the 10 and 20 
cent of the 1867 issue, have been found 
unperforated. 

SoutH AvusTRALIA,—The Phélatelist re- 
ports the arrival of the four penny stamp of 
this colony. surcharged 3 PENCE in red across 
the value. 

GREAT Britain.—The lately issued post 
vards are found of two sizes. 

SWITZERLAND has issued a post card having a representation of 
the 5 c envelope stamp in the left-hand corner. The stamp is very 
poorly executed, and Is printed in brick red, and altogether has 
the worst appearance of any post card issued 

Francr.—It is reported that a set of stamps have been pre- 
pared by the present Republic, and that the old series with the 
Emperor's profile are no longer received in payment for postage 
The new set will have a full length figure of Liberty, ins 
cribed LIBERTE EGALITE FRATERNITE. 

NEWFOUNDLAND has again enlarged her set of postals, very 
similar in design to the Canadian bill stamps but have the 
name NEWFOUNDLAND in a curved line above, and numerals of 
value in the upper and stars in the Jower corners. The colors and 
values are 3 cents, red, 6 cents, crimson. The one cent is also 
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being reengraved by the American Bank Note Company. The 
present one is the work of the National. 


WURTRMBU RG. 


‘ived the original of the subjoined cut, employ- 


ed to frank army-correspondence for the troops of 

,1.* 1 * ’ . . rhy . A i 
this Kingdom. It is black. "he envelopes for 4 
eng e 41 ’ . , ] 2 
milar purposes are of the usual size,and flap-seal O 


he inscribed legend may be translated ‘** Wu Yn ad 
berg Campaign Royal Postal Service”’ There are \c! 
‘ ) fj | va enve yazan for public service ‘ 


ptions denoting their particular destination. pnts tne 


stitch Ae tien 


the \Z2 


United States Local Stamps. 


BY J. W. SCOTT, 


( nlinued from page 61. 
Boyb’s CITY EXPRESS PosT 2 CENTS in oval band, eagle on globe 
centre large size, black imprssion on green glazed paper. This 
tamp was used in 1846. The stamp this description is taken from, 
Ss Sup) | i 


1 


We meet with considerable difficulty in describing the later 
issues of th s stamp, from the numerous varieties met with, Hop- 
ng to be able to obtaii. some information, we proceeded to interview 
he proprietor of the concern ; but as he positively informed us that 
there had never been but one stamp of each value engraved, and 
that these were only printed in green and red, except some that 
were printed off in gold on fancy colored paper for collectors only 
ind would not be received for postage ; but as we knew this state 
ment to be totally incorrect, we compile this artiele from the 
specimens in our own collection, and from a large number that 
were kindly lent us by Mr. Coster, who fortunately had the stamps 
on the original letters, thus enabling us to give the date when each 
variety was in circulation ; and we have since tested this by other 
dated stamps, and ali ays found them corr spond. 


1Qn9 @ ’ ] 


1857-60, BOYD'S CITY EXPRESS POST, ONE CENT, eagle in oval: 
altered from same date two cent stamp. Black impression on 


0-70. Altered from same date two cent stamp; variety read 
ing 1 CENTS Black impression on ] ale blue glazed paper. 

1870. Different engraved, no period after cent. Black impres 
sion on blue glazed paper 

1848-50. BOYD’s CITY EXPRESS PosT 2 CENTs in oval band, eagle 





There is an apparent discrepanc: 


The pages are either missing or 


The filming is recorded as the b 


ncy at this point. 


or the pagination is incorrect. 


. book is found in the collections. 
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in centre on globe. Globe slanting. thin narrow figure 2, black 
impression on green glazed paper. 

1851-2. Same as last. but inside oval line much heavier; figure 
2 better shaped. Black impression on green glazed paper. 

1853. Same as last with period aftercents. Black impression 
on green glazed yaper. Gold impression. glazed paper, white. 

1854-5. Similar to last, but eagle’s wings different, and globe 
upright, broad figure 2. Black im. on green glazed paper. 

1856. Similar to last, but eagle’s right wing does not touch the 
side; broad white lineinside. Black impression on green paper. 

1857. Same as last. Black impression on vermillion glazed 
paper, and colored impression on white paper, red. 

1857-60. Part of eagle’s wing covered by oval; large-headed 
figure 2, Black upon green glazed paper. 

1860-70. Similar to last, eagle’s right wing curved against side of 
oval. Black impression, glazed paper, vernillion. Gold impres- 
sion on glazed paper, green, crimson. 


ENVELOPE STAMPS. 
Embossed eagle in oval inscribed Boyb’s CITY PosT, 39 FULTON 
STREET, COR. OF PEARL; Oval, colored impression. 
Red, blue, 
Eagle in oval, inscribed BoYD’s CITY DESPATCH 89 FULTON sT.. 2c. 
in each sorner. Colored impression. 
red, red and black 
All of these stamps are printed on every variety of small envel- 
opes. Counterfeits—There are several different counterfeits of these 
stamps, although the genuine are as common as possible. Those 
of European manufacture may be easily told as they come in sets 
including high values. Tne American ones may be distinguished 
by the globe on which the eagle stands, being much larger and 
perfectly upright, and the paralelis of latidude and longiude being 
very distinct. 
We are not acquainted with any counterfeits of the envelope 
stamps. —7o be continued. 


eS SS 


The English Envelopes. 

So much has been written lately, pro and can, respecting 
absurdties in stamp-collecting,as evidenced in the varieties of paper 
and denticulation, that it does seem very remarkable to us, that 
the luminous writers, of the invectives alluded to above, should 
have failed to notice an existent, and well-established foolishness, 
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one which, whilst its claims to acknowledgment, mainly, depend 
on paper, would never find favor were it not that the color of the 
same afforded a ready and a pleasing facial difference. 

Some reader of ordinary ability may imagine we are alluding to 
those extremly pretty and highly interesting series of labels not 
unlike the tops off reels of cotton or labels from off packets of 
needles, which those men of taste, Hamer, Brantz, ane Scheerenbeck, 
have caused to be made. Those of Scheerenheck’s are abonina 
tions, whilst the amalgamation (or otherswise) of color on those of 
W. Krantz will almost act asa gentle emetic. The colors of the 
foolishness we are now alluding to are really of beauty, yet the 
collection and acknowledgment of them, whilst denying authentic, 
and, in fact, nearly all varieties of watermark, is simply ridiculous. 

Perhaps some intellect above the common run, seeing that we 
are not alluding tu the unwholesome locals for Hamburg, may 
have divined that itis the Euglish stamps of the envelope set to 
which we are alluding. The collection of envelope —— of the 
different countries of Europe, may be made pleasant, by the fact of 
the different series which are distinguished by the position of the 
envelope inscription, not owing the possibility of their distinetion 
to the inscription alone, but to striking differences of color, proving 
thst the alterations were the result of design, and extended through 
a whole series. 

With English stamps the case is altered. We believe they nay be 
impressed on any tinted paper, provided sufficient stock is ordered 
by the purchaser. Again, the combination of two values on a paper 
is quite at the option of the purchaser, who may twist and torture 
the various stamps into all values to suit collectors. We see the 
set of 1p., 2p., 3p.. 4p., 6p., and Ish., are advertized in white, blue, 
yellow, rose and lil: c-tinted paper. The set on white and blue, are 
offered at four shillings each set, those of the es r three papers at 
seven shillings each set, entailing an outlay of nearly thirty shil 
lings for varieties of paper which have no slaatBonace atall, being 
simply made to the order of the dealer who sells them. 

These simple values are expensive, but we next have eight com- 
pound envelopes in sets, on five different tinted papers uniform with 
the above mentioned, which are offered at nine shillings each set. 
Of course, every one should have a set of English envelopes. single 
and compound, but not upon papers tinted every shade of the rain- 
bow,—there would be no end to them. We think most of our 
readers will see and acknow!ledge the absurdity of this. 

INTERESTING TO PRINTERS.—The most extraordinary Letlerpress 
in the world is to be seen at the General Post Office on Valentine’s 
Day.—Judy. 
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Clippings. 

Witn Her Masesty’s Mati to Kineussre.—We must not forget 
that our coach carried Her Majesty's mails; and the way in which 
tattered boys sprang out of mud hovels and and flung post-bags at 
us, Which we dexterously caught without stopping, was most novel 
and amusing, making us think that St. Martin’s-le-Grand had 
some branches in very queer places indeed. Sometimes we vici 
ously threw a hag at the door of a little farm house, or-left it 
hanging on a wooden post by the side of the road. Our coach 
seem: d also to partake somewhat of the character of an ambulatory 
store, for we brought bread and meat and drink, and, whenever or 
wherever we stopped, we were pounced upon,and something eagerly 
expected was grabbed from us, and generally fresh orders were all 
we got in exchange.—Daily Telegraph. 


~PPP8 SER OSEEAS Soe m 


Correspondence, 


To THe Eprror or “ THe AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY.” 


Sir,—In the Novem ber number of the Sta ip Collector’ a Wig Zine, appear “| a letter 
on the Brattleboro‘ etalip, by L. H.B., an American collector, which is chis thy n 
for the fact of its being Sent to an English paper by a person who styles hitsell an 
“ American Collector.” But Mr. Editor, we are getting used to the unpatriotic conduct « 


certain amateurs. 

In the course of his remarks, he takes the opportunity of correcting several trifl 
errors that app ared in my article on the stamps, ln a former number of this paper; bu 
probably, in the course of his studies, he has overlooked a common proverb, * person 
who live in glass houses should not throw stones.” I now wislr to call your attention 
to two errors in his communications, one of which is very grave. He states that there were 
only 500 of the Brattleboro’ stamps printed when the fact is 500 impressions of the plat 
were worked off, making 4,000 stamps. Mr. Chubbuck moved from Boston his former home 
to Brattleburo’, and not as L. H. B. has it from Brattleboro’ to Boston. 

Yours, Truly, 
J. A. PETRIE, M. D. 





Answers to Correspondence. 

PHILATELIsT, Morristown.—The United States has issued more 
stamps than any other country. 

A. H. B., Savannah —Our next Auction Sale of Postage Stamps 
comes off on the 19th December, as you will see by the advertise 
ment. It is one of the best collections in the country. 

ALBERT, New Orleans.—We are sorry to inform you that we 
vannot supply all the back numbers of the JOURNAL. 

Stewart Situ, Boston.—After several ineffectual! efforts, we 
have been unable to obtain the desired stamps. 
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A Descriptive List of all Revenue Stamps. 
Contin ued from page 127. 
Errata—tThe last paragraph under this heading should have 
been under the head of Check stamps instead of bonds, ete. 


STAMPS PREPARED BY THE GOVERNMENT FOR TILE USE OF 
PRIVATE FIRMS. 


Not! These stamps have been specially engraved by the government, for the use 
the persons whose name they bear, they having paid the expense of engraving ($305 { 
the ordinary size) and for printing and paper. if over the ordinary size By useing thes 


stamps, manufacturers save the work of cancelling the stamps, and get an additional dis 
count of five percent if purchased in sums of over $500 at one time 

The duties are five cents on every pack of cards, without regard to value (present law 
ies containing 100 or under, and 1 cent for every additiona 


1 cent on every box of mate 
hundred, or fraction of a hundred, and 1 cent on every 25 cents of the selling price of any 
patent medicine. 


CARD STAMPS. 

Harr & Co. , SAMUEL.—INTER. REV. SAMUEL HART & CO, 
PLAYING CARDS MANUFACTURERS, PHILA, & NEW YORK,in transverse 
oval; U.s.in upper, and numetals in lower corners. 

5 cents, black. 

DouGuErtTy, A.—Spade in centre, surmounted by A. DOUGHERTY, 
U.S. INTER. REV., eagle above, value at sides, numerals in corners. 
2 cents, orange, 4 cents, black, 5 cents. blue, 10 cents, blue 

LAWRENCE AND Conen.—Jack of clubs in centre, eagle below. 
inscribed LAWRENCE & COHEN, MANUFACTURERS, U. 8. INTER. KE\ 

ENTS, NEW YORK, numeral in each cornet 
2 cents, blue, 5 cents, green 

LEVY JNO. J.—U. S. INTER. REV. JNO. J. LEVY, MANUFACTURER, 
NEW YORK, in club in spade, numeral in upper, and value in 
words in lower corners. 

5 cents, black. 


*.* This list is believed to be complete 


MATCH STAMPS. 

The following list is arranged alphabetically, by the manufactu 
rers name to facilitate reference. We have not given all the inscrip 
tions entire, as they are the same in nearly every case. The 
principal design is given after the name. The shades often 
varying, we only give the colors, believing that in most cases 
the variation are accidental. Where no size is given, the stamp 
is the common upright rectangle usually employed 

A.B. & 8.—U. S. flag in transverse oval, oblong. 1 cent. orange. 

ALEXANDER’S. Rooster in oval. 1 cent, orange. 
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ALLEN, THOMAS, ST. LOUIS MATCH FACTORY. Bears supporting 
label. 1 cent, green. 

BALTIMORE EXCELSIOR WATERPROOF MATCH. Figure of Excel 
sior. 1 cent, blue. 

BARBER & PECKHAM, OHIO. Head in circle. 1 cent, blue. 

BANER, GEO. & Oo. c., on10. Head in circle (different to last). 
1 cent, blue. 

BARBER MATCH CO., OHIO. Head in circle, 1 cent, blue. 

BARBER MATCH Co., on10. Head in circle, very long. 3 cents, 
black. 

BARBER & PECKHAM, OHIO. Same as last. 3 cents, black 

BARBER & BAUDEL, NEW yorRK. U. 8. shield in centre. 1 cent, 
blue. 

BENTzZ, H. & M.; NEW YORK. Eaglein oval. 1 cent, blue 

BousFIELD & POOLE. Head, 1 cent, black. 

BousFIELD & POOLE, OHIO. Head in circle, very long. 3 cents, 
black. 

BYAM, CARLTON & CO., MASS, APRIL,1866. Head in circle, very 
large. Buff pape r, 1 cent, black. 

BYAM, CARLTON & Co., MASS. MAY, 1857. Same as last un white 
paper, 1 cent, black. 

BYAM. CARLTON & co., MAss. Two heads to left in circle, very 
large. 1 cent, black. 

BYAM, CARLTON & co., MASS. Same as last, but frame twice the 
size. Buff paper, 1 cent, black. 

BYAM, CARLTON & CO., MASS. JAN. 1869. Two heads to right in 
circle, very large, buff paper, 1 cent, black 

BYAM, CARLTON & co., MASS. TI'woheadsin circle. 1 cent, blac k 

CuicaGo MATCH CO. Head to right. 3 cents, black. 

CRAMER & KEMP, NEW yorK. Head in oval. 1 cent black, 1 cent, 
blue 

EATON, JAS., NEW YORK. Head in oval. 1 cent, black 

EICHELE, AUG., MISsouRI. Head inoval. 1 cent, black. 

EIcHELE & co. Missourr. Eagle and shield, 1 cent, blue 

E. k. T. MATCHES, Five-pointed star in circle, 1 cent, green 

F. &. c. MATCHES. Head in circle, 1 cent, carmine 

Farr & co. MAss. Head in oval, 1 cent, black 

GATES, WM. NEW yorK. Head in circle, 1 cent, black 

GATES, WM. NEW YyorRK. Head in circle, very long, 3 cents, black, 
6cents black. 

GORMAN & BRO., T. CONN. Head in octagon, 1 cent, green, 1 cent 
black. 

GREENLEAF & CO. WIS. Phoenix in circle, 1 cent, green 

GREENLEAF & Co. WIs. Phoenix in centre, oblong, 3 cents 
carmine, 5 cents. Orange. 
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Grices & scorr, PA, Head in circle, 1 cent, black 

HERRING & BONHACK, N. J. D. E. GREGOKY, SOLE AGENT, NEW 
YORK, in shield in centre, 1 cent, blue. This stamp has been 
largely counterfeited. 

Howarp, B. & H. D. NEW yorK. Eagle in circle, 1 cent, car 
mine, 1 cent.-blue 

Ives. Head in oval, 1 cent, blue 

Ives, cr. Head in oval, long, 8 cents, blue 

KYLE, W. 8. MASS. Head in circle, 1 cent, black 

LACOUR’S MATCHES, NEW YORK. Head in centre, 1 cent, black 

Matcouers. Head Franklin, to left, 1 cents, blue 

NEW YORK MATCH CoO. Eagle in circle, 1 cent, vermillion 

NEw YORK MATCH Co. in circle in centre, long, 1 cent, green 

PARK CITY MATCH co., Wis. Eagle in oval, 1 cent, green 

PARK CITY MATCH co., wis. Eagle in circle. 3 cents, orange 

PIERCE MATCH CO., ILL. Voleano in centre long, 1 cent, green 

P.M. co. MAINE. Head in oval, 1 cent, black 

POWELL, Vv. R. NX. ¥. Head Washington in oval, 1 cent, blue 

RICHARDSON, D. WwW. MIcu. Head in circle, 1 cent, lake, 1 cent, 
black. 

RICHARDSON. D. W. Micu. Head in oval, 3 cents, vermillion, 3 
cents, blue 

RoEBER, H. & Co., NEW yoRK. Hands crossed over shield, 1 
cent, blue 

RUSSELL, EF. 8. MASS. Head in oval, 1 cent, black 

STANTON, H. N. Y¥. Head in oval, 1 cent, black 

STAR MATCH, ME. Five-pointed star in centre, 1 cent, black 

Swirt & CoURTNEY. DIAMOND STATE PARLOR MATCH in dia~ 
mond in centre, 1 cent, blue 

UnpERwoopD & co, ALEX. Head in circle, 1 cent, green 

U.s-M. co.MAss. Lamp in ceutre, 1 cent, black 

WILMINGTON PARLOR MATCH Co. Map of the western hemis 
phere, 1 cent, black 

Wise &co. n-y- Hoad Goddess of Liberty, oblong, 1c. black 

ZISEMANN, GRIESHEIM & Co., missourt. Eagle in circle, 1 cent, 
blue, 1 cent, green 

*,* The above list is believed to be nearly correct, 


To be Continued. 
oe 


The new English Halfpenny Correspondence Card, seems to be 
fully appreciated by the public. The number collected in London 
E. C. District, on the Ist of October, was 235.775. and upwards of 
45,000 were posted at St. Martin’s-Le-Grand, for the provinces. 
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°: Newly Issued Stamps. 
/Panaeuays—At last we are enabled to give representations of a 
bona-fide isste for this country— 





They are printed on thin white paper, and are unperforated. 

France.—After all the talk about the new stamps that had 
been, or were being prepared by the authorities. We learn from 
The Philatelist that the 10 and 20 centimes of the old republican 
stamps, have been resuscitated, and are now doing duty in Paris, 
printed in the same colors as formerly, they are, however, per 
forated, so. there will be no difficulty in distinguishing between 
these and the 1849 issue. 

New GRANADA as usual has some new varieties to offer. The 
annexed engraving represents a 5 peso stamp, a 
companion to one double the value that was 
printed in these pages some months since. The 
original is printed on glazed paper, but we are 
sorry to say we cannot reproduce this. 

The registered and recommended stamps that have 
probably been overlooked by the officials up to 
the present time, have also been superceeded by ¢ 
new pair, which we hope to give engraviugs of in 
next month’s paper. The design consists of the larve Tetters A anc 
R, and the color is black, same as before. 

Perv is thinking of issuing envelope stamps, the government 
having applied for estimates to a celebrated New York firm, 

Spatn AND Her CoLonies.—We learn from 1 he Stamp Collect 
or’ s Magazine, that a new set of stamps will be issued on New 
Year's Day; but they will not, as generally expected, bear the 
profile of the new king. 

BeLtarum.—We hear, but we sincerely hope it is not true that 
the 6 centimes stamp will not be issued, as it appears that there is 
really no use for it. It is strange the authorities did not find that 
out before. 
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RouMANIA again comes forward with a new sts imp, this time it 
is one for pe riodicals, as will be seen by the excel- 
lent engraving that accompanies these lines. It is | 
printed on bands of thin green paper 14 by 16 in. | 
long. It had been re ported that a new set of ste imps 
were being made in Paris for this government; but 
even if they were made, there would be but small 
chance of the stamps reaching the principalities in 
time for use. 

DENMARK.—We are indebted to a correspondent 
in Omaha, for the first notice of another value of 
the new set. The value is 4 sk. the color, carmine centre, with 
grey frame. 

Untrep STates.—We are now erabled to inform our readers, 
and friends of the press, ri a little circumstance that has been 
kept pretty well concealed; but perhaps these few lines may open 
the eyes of the people who pay the taxes, 

After a few hundred sheets of the 15 and 24 cent stamps of the 
1°69 issue had been delivered, it was discovered that a few of the 
stamps on each sheet had the picture inverted in the frames. The 
government refused to receive them, and only half sheets of these 
values were issued. This mistake would have compelled the com- 
pany to prepare new plates for these values, and of course they 
would not have been paid for them, so they adopted the bright 
dodge of setting the papers to run down the new issue, so that they 
would be required to get new plates by the department, which they 
woud be paid for. We all know how well the y succeeded, how— 
ever, to philatelists, this makes two interesting varieties which are 
very searce. We should like to obtain one of each for our own 
colleetion. 


= 





_— 


Reviews of Philatelic Publications. 

Postage Stamp Album., by Justin LALiivr. Ninth edition. 
Paris: A. Lenegre. 

This work is chiefly noticeable from the fact of its reversing the 
usual rule, as each edition, instead of being an improvement, is 
worse than the last. The principal difference in the present edition, 
consists in the addition of spaces for a few revenue stamps of each 
country, Itconsists of a little of everything, and nothing complete 
spaces being left for some revenue and telegraph stamps, in addi- 
tion to the old plates of the last edition for postage stamps. The 
spaces throughout the book are incorrect in size, bei ng nearly 
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all either too large or too small, some being a wrong shape altoge- 
ther. As most of our readers are better acquainted with the 
stamps of their own country than any other, we will simply review 
the pages allotted to the stamps of the United States as they area 
fair sample of the whole book. , 

On page 420, (following Cuba and preceeding New Grenada), we 


find spaces for the provisional New York stamp, and a proof of 


the same, with a space for a bogus Canadian local between them ; 
below are spaces for two private locals, and the blue carrier's 
stamp, followed by the 1847, and unperforated 1851 issue. On the 
following page, we find spaces for the regular set of Confederate 
stamps! On the next page, spaces for the 1853-57 (wrong dates 
given) United Sates envelopes. On the next page, spaces for the 
1865 envelopes, the three newspaper stamps (the three spaces not 
large enough for one stamp) and for eight stamps which never ex 
isted except in the imagination of the author. On the next page 
we find spaces for the 1851 and 1861 adhesive, and another bogus 
unpaid stamp. Thisis followed by a page devoted to locals, which 
again is followed by one for locals, and with spaces for a set of 
twelve bogus stamps, this is followed by six pages devoted to locals 
(not half of which ever existed) Wenow come to a page spaced 
for the reception of Confederate provisionals, two-thirds of which 
arehumbugs, and only nine genuine ones are provided with frames. 
This is followed by another page devoted to U. 8. envelopes—the 
186lissue!! This is followed by eight pages for revenue stamps, 
in which spaces are prepared for many that were never engraved 
and many common stamps are omitted. The last page allowed for 
this country, is occupied by spaces for twenty-four California reve 
nues out of five hundred or thereabouts that have been issued 
No spaces have been prepared for the 1869 or 1870 adhesives, or 
Nevada revenues, and taken altogether, it is the worst album ever 
offered to the public 


Kpankia. Carta dirigidre al Senor Don Eduardo De Mariategui 

or el Doctor Thebussem. Madrid, 1870. 

The above is the title of a nicely printed pamphlet in the Span- 
ish language, and we understand from Le Timbre Poste, that it is 
the pioneerin this class of literature in Spain. The work is divi- 
ded into seven chapters, and being intended for general reading, 
may be the means of starting many new collections on the Pe- 
ninsular, although from several Jaws quoted in the fourth chapter, 
it would seem that collectors labor under great difficulties, and it 


is most devoutly to be hoped that this work may be the means of 


removing some of the obnoxious clauses. 
The edition only consisted of 150 copies, and we feel flattered in 
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being selected as one of the few to receive this beautiful little work: 
and in conclusion, hope that the next edition will number as many 
thousand as the present one does. 


The V. S. Lllustrate d Postage Stamp Album. By E. L. GIBBONS, 
Plymouth. Stanley Gibbons & Co, 

This last addition to the crowded lists of stamp albums, is a 
neatly printed quarto, and is arranged the same as M Moen’s cel 
ebrated work, the description being on the left-hand, and numbe- 
red spaces for the reception of stamps on the right. 

3y applying the same test as we did to another work, we find 
that it compares favorably, and had the editor been a reader of the 
various stamp papers, he would have had these pages correct 
Spaces are prepared for the 1870 issue adhesives and four of the 
envelopes. In turning to the pages allotted to the Confederate 
States, we find spaces for a few of the provisionals, and we are hap- 
py to say for no bogus ones. It is more complete than any Euro- 
pean album, and we have no doubt but that it will be appreciated 
by Muropean amateurs; but the exclusion of American dealers from 
the last pages, will cause its rejection by American collectors. 

The notices of the following works have been crowded out for 
the last three months, and but for this number concluding the vol- 
ume, would not have been inserted now, as other more interest- 
ing matter will have to stand for the new volume. 


The Philatelist, November, 1870, Brighton. Stafford, Smith & 
Co. 

We take pleasure in again calling our readers attention to this 
excellent publication, and are pleased to note that in the fortheom- 
ing volume, its size will sccasionally be enlarged; but we should 
have been more pleased to see a notice to the effect, that hereafter 
the Puzzle department would be omitted. This, in the opinion of 
our American philatelists, is the only improvement, except the en 
largening, that would be possible with this excellent periodical. 

The number before us is half taken up with avery useful article 
on the Swiss forgeries, by Mr. Atlee. A comprehensive list of 
novelties, with various instructive brevities complete the number. 
The paragraph to prove the genuine character of the Prince local 
is however quite useless, as everyone on this side of the Atlantic 
is well acquainted with it, and as the editor of thes. c. mM. has 
once stated that it was false, of course no amount of argument or 
proof would cause them to reverse their decree. 

Any of our subscribers who wish to increase their philatelic 
library, could not do better than take this excellent publication. 
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The Quarterly Price Catalogue of Postage Stamps, Brighton. 
Stafford, Smith & Co. 

ls the title of one of the latest European lists, and is destined to 
be a regular quarterly visitor to many hundreds of collectors. It 
is nicely printed on heavy tinted paper, and does credit to the 
printer and publisher. The work is generally pretty correct ; but 
we notice Venezuela and Virgin Isles, under the head of Oceanica, 
and we also notice that no mention is made of Guadalajara issue 
of Mexico, this is rather amusing to us, as only a short time since 
the publishers pointed out the omission of these stamps from an 
early edition of our price list. 


An Illustrated Descriptive List of all Postage Stamps. 21st 
Edition. New York, J. W. Scott & Co. 

This, the last edition of our publishers world-renowned cata 
logue has just made its appearance, and as usual is superior to 
any that have gone before it. It is printed on heavy tinted paper, 
and illustrated with numerous engravings of newly issued and 
scarce stamps, seventeen of which are beautifully printed in colors 
and form an elegant frontispiece to the work. All stamps issued up 
to date of publication have been added, and the price of most 
stamps have been considerably reduced. 





Our Paper. 

This paragraph closes the Third Volume of the AMERICAN 
JOURNAL OF PHILATELY. During the past year, we have done our 
best to please our patrons; but with all ourefforts, there has been 
many defects, the most conspicuous of which, has been defective 
proof reading, this we hope to correct in the forthcoming volume 
Amongst other improvements, we expect to increase our number 
of pages, and if possible, illustrate more profusely than heretofore. 
We have many valuable and interesting papers by home and foreign 
authors, which will be commenced early in the year, amongst which 
may be mentioned a complete history of all the United States stamps 
essays., etc. giving the date of engraving, number, printed, etc., this 
having been compiled from official sources, may be relied upon as 
correct, and will be found invaluable to the systematic collector. 


A complete history of the Brattleboro’ and St- Louis stamps will 
also be given 


We have, however, said sufficient concerning the new volume 
as most of our readers give us credit for always doing the best we 
can to please them, so we will conclude by wishing our readers 
A Merry CuristMas AND A Happy New YEAR. 

THE END OF VOL. III. 
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